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thirty-seven,—twenty in the primary, fifteen in the 
intermediate, and one hundred and two in the 
preparatory and academic departments. The en-
rollment for the year 1895-6 was one hundred 
and thirty-five. During the summer vacation a 
stronger effort than usual was put forth in the 
interests of education in the District, the prin-
cipal being in attendance at several of the camp-
meetings, and teachers being sent out into the 
New England, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Atlantic Conferences. One noticeable result is a 
better class of students. 

The new dormitory, which was in course of 
construction at the last session of the General 
Conference, was ready for occupancy at the open-
ing of the fall term, 1895, and was dedicated 
September 10 of that year. Since that time all 
who room and board in the institution have been 
accommodated in this Home. 

In the spring of 1895 the calendar was rewrit-
ten, and a number of changes made in the courses 
of study, chief among which were the addition of 
more Bible, more history, and more physiology, 
This necessitated the lengthening of the courses 
one year. The two courses, scientific and clas-
sical, are included under what is known as the 
Biblical-Academic department, and the work is so 
arranged that every student may take Bible as 
one of his four studies from the time he enters 
the lowest grade until he completes the work. In 
Greek, the Biblical text is substituted for the 
classics. 'Experience has proved all these changes 
to be for the better. The demand arising for the 
lengthening of the course in English Bible was 
supplied by securing the services of a teacher ex-
clusively for this department. With three or 
four exceptions, every student has entered one 
of the Bible classes the present year. 

With the beginning of the fall term of 1895, an 
intermediate department was opened. This was 
for the purpose of separating the younger pupils 
from those of more mature minds. 

A Bible school of six weeks' duration was 
held, beginning with Jan. 1, 1896. Those in at-
tendance were not included in the enrollment for 
that year. The general canvassing agent, F. L. 
Mead, held an institute near the close of the last 
school year, for the benefit of the students in the 
school, and as a result from twenty to twenty-five 
entered the canvassing field during the summer 

The greatest apparent need of the institution 
at present is some means whereby worthy young  

persons may be enabled to meet their expenses, 
either in whole or in part, by some kind of man-
ual labor. As it is, the Academy assists only 
about half a dozen students in this way. A gym-
nasium has just been completed, where students 
may obtain healthful exercise; but experience has 
shown that the most valuable of all physical exer-
cise is that which comes from sober, diligent, 
practical labor. 

This is the fourth year since the institution has 
exclusively adopted the vegetarian diet. There 
has been no sickness worthy of notice during this 
time. Two cooking classes have been formed 
each year, in which the underlying principles of 
healthful cookery have been taught, and put into. 
practical use. The financial situation is such that 
no further assistance is needed than the attend-
ance of students, provided that the number be not 
less than two hundred. 

Connected with the institution is the South Lan-
caster Church and Academy Missionary Society, 
which holds weekly meetings in the Academy 
chapel, and aside from sending out a large amount 
of reading-matter, executes a program on topics 
of a missionary or other religious character. 
This is a most excellent substitute for the literary 
drill usually attempted in literary societies. 

The past term for both spiritual and intellect-
ual advancement has been one of the best, if not 
the best, in the history of the institution. Many 
times the Lord's presence has been witnessed in a 
marked manner, and on one occasion he was 
pleased to come in and take the school into his 
own hands, and give us a day's work in heart-
culture. 

The future outlook for South Lancaster Acad-
emy is most encouraging; for it is evident that the 
Lord is in the work; that he is its true Head. As 
never before, both teachers and students realize 
the importance of making him and his word first 
in everything,—first in the calendar, first in the 
chapel talks, first in the class rooms, and first in 
their lives. 

Studies in the Book of Hebrews.---No. 10. 

E. J. WAGGONER. 

(Sunday Afternoon, Feb. 28,1897.) 

WE have come to the closing verses of the sec-
ond chapter of Hebrews; there i ; where we have 
read to:— 
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Forasmuch then as the children are partakers o 
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of 
the same. 

What for?—That he might destroy him that 
had the power of death. And do what?—Deliver. 
Deliver whom?—Those who were all their life-
time subject to bondage. And what was their 
bondage?—Fear; they were frightened, terrorized. 
Who is it that has the power of death ?—Satan. 
How does he go about?—As a roaring lion. 
There is something fearful, something terroriz-
ing, about a lion's roar. So he terrorizes and 
holds people in bondage by his roaring. What 
brings death?—Sin. How does sin bring death? 
Does it pick it up and carry it along as some-
thing apart from itself? " Lust, when it hath 
conceived, bringeth forth sin, and sin, when it is 
full grown, bringeth forth death." So sin carries 
death in itself, for sin is death. It is fear that 
brings men to bondage. Christ died that he 
might deliver from what? —From fear of 
death. 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
profession, Christ Jesus. 

What is the particular thing we shall consider 
about him ?—He is faithful. He suffered, being 
tempted, but he was faithful to him that appointed 
him. We are to obnsider him on that account. 
It is the same thought that is expressed in the 
twelfth chapter, where it says:— 

For consider him that endured such contradictio— of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood. 

Consider him, lest ye he weary and faint in 
your minds. Now, if we had to consider Christ 
simply as he was eighteen hundred years ago when 
he was tempted and did not yield, but was faith-
ful,--if it were simply to look at his example, 
and try to imitate it, would we not become weary 
and faint? 

How can you be like him? 
(A voice) "By beholding we become changed." 
Of what was he made partaker? 
(A voice) Flesh and blood. 
To what was he like ?—His brethren in all 

things And where is he still? 
(A voice) In our flesh. 
"The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 

us." When did the Word cease to be made flesh? 
(A voice) He was made so; and whatsoever God 

does shall be forever. 

Very well. The Word was made flesh, and suf-
fered. We have one perfect instance of it in the 
flesh, without any failure, simply to show what it 
is possible for God to do in flesh. Now we 
read that he suffered, beinge 	tempted. There is a 
verse that comes to my mind, I Pet. 1:1:—

Forasmuch then as Christ bath suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind. 

How can we arm ourselves with the same mind? 
The Word tells us: "Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus." Just let it be 
so. 	There is one of the let-it-be's, one of God's 
creative words. Where do you find that word 
first?—First chapter of Genesis. "Let there be 
light." "Let the waters be gathered together!,  
"Let the earth bring forth grass." "Let the-
waters bring forth abundantly." And what in-
variably followed ?—" And it was so." So when we 
have the Word of the Lord, "Let this mind be in 
you," what will be the result if we receive it as 
God's Word?—It will be so. I say, Lord, amen, 
even so, let it be; and it is so. That is not simply 
a form of speech. 

Forasmuch then as Christ hath sufferedlor us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for 
he that lath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 
that he no longer should live the rest of this time in the 
flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 

We might feel like saying about this as the 
Jews once did to Christ's words: " This is an hard 
saying; who can hear it?" Who can hear it? "He 
that hath suffered in the flesh bath ceased from 
sin; that he no longer should live the rest of his 
time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the 
will of God." Of course that depends on a per-
son's mind as to whether that is a desirable posi-
tion or not. I can speak for myself that I know 
a good deal about the time as a matter of fact, 
when I did not regard that as desirable at all in 
ceasing from sin. Afterward I did not want to 
sin very much, but just a little. That seemed 
all right; I thought that was desirable; it was 
pleasing to me. I did not want to be a very bad 
sinner—in fact, I did not want to be called a sin-
ner at all; but I did not want to cease from sin 
Now, that is my public confession. I do not 
know whether any of you would duplicate it or 
not. 

(Voices) I can. 
Now here is a way by which if any one thinks 

more than that is desirable, that may be obtained; 
and if he does not think it is desirable, of course 
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he will never obtain it. Christ hath suffered, be-
ing tempted, and is able to succor them that are 
tempted. Whoever arms himself with the same 
mind, by letting it be in him, and desires to be 
freed from sin so greatly that he is willing to en-
dure suffering in the flesh in the struggle, may 
cease from sin. Christ suffered for us in the 
flesh being tempted. That is to say, his resist-
ance of sin was so real, so powerful, the sin that 
was presented to him to resist was so strong, that 
it drew on the very fibres of his body, his very 
existence. How did he resist?—By faith. He 
struggled,—there was that which caused him suf-
fering in the flesh because of the sin in the flesh. 

Now let us read Isa. 40:1, 2: "Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, saith the Lord." Here is 
a message of comfort. We have referred to this 
chapter several times before, and we have found 
that its special application is now, because it con-
tains the message that is to prepare the way of 
the Lord when he shall come with his reward. 
So to us apply the words, "Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, saith your God. Speak comfort-
ably to Jerusalem," literally, "speak to the heart 
of Jerusalem," that is, so that they will under-
stand, " and cry unto her, that her warfare is ac-
complished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she 
hath received of the Lord's hand double for all 
her sins." What has she received double ?—
Mercy; because when the Lord pardons sins, gives 
grace to pardon, he does not measure it to fit the 
exact size and need. No, "where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound." There is more 
than enough. "Return unto your God, and he 
will abundantly pardon;" as the margin has it, 
"multiply to pardon." "Cry unto her, that her 
warfare is accomplished." Here is something 
that is to be told to the people—Your warfare is 
accomplished. Does that mean that men may 
now sit down and have an easy time?—Oh, no; 
far from it; it means action. It means the taking 
of the victory that has been gained. Christ has 
accomplished the warfare; therefore what are you 
to do?—Rejoice in it. How can you rejoice in it? 
—By faith. Well, what is meant by that—by 
having victory in him? We get victory because 
his victory is our victory. His victory is our 
victory, because he gained it for us, and we get 
the benefit of it by allowing him to dwell in us 
in his fullness. The enemy is just as powerless 
against Christin us, as he was against Christ eight-
een hundred years ago. 

Christ has gained the victory,—complete, per-
fect, absolute. He did no sin. He did not knoer 
sin in the sense of doing it; but he knew it in the-
power of it. Christ knows the power of sin better 
than anybody in this house, because he resisted to 
the utmost, and we have not. Now when one sets 
out to resist sin to the utmost, he will know the 
power of sin as he never knew it before, because 
if he lets himself be swept along, he will never 
know the power at all; but when he sets out to re-
sist sin to the utmost extent, he will know the full 
power of it. Christ knows the power; he has gained 
'the victory, complete, spoiled principalities and 
powers,*and taken the weapons from the enemy. 
If we are in bondage, then, what are we in bond-
age to ?—Sin. What is it that puts us in bondage? 
—Fear. There is no need of it, because liberty 
has been proclaimed, and when the Lord pro-
claims liberty, there is liberty. The Lord stands 
and cries to the captives, " Liberty." Now when 
the Lord cries, Liberty, there is liberty. But to 
how many has he proclaimed liberty?---To all 
that are bound. Christ has brought liberty, ab-
solute freedom. Men were in bondage to sin; 
Christ has brought absolute freedom from sin to 
every individual in the world; and he has taken 
the one who had the power of sin, the author of 
sin, the originator of sin, and spoiled him, made a 
show of him; so that he had ho power at all in 
Christ's hand. With Christ how much power has 
Satan ?—None at all. His power is gone. In any 
contest with Christ he has no power at all. He 
is helpless. 

Here is a contest, here is a battle; two armies 
drawn up; here is one army well armed; that is, 
they have access to the best armor, their maga-
zines are full, they are well equipped, and every-
thing is perfect. The other army has nothing, 
and they are cowed, defeated. What would you 
think of this well-equipped army to let itself be 
taken captive by the other? It would be very 
foolish. 

The message is that the warfare in every par-
ticular has been accomplished, has been fought, 
and won, absolutely. That is a thing for us to 
believe. Now if we believe that all the time, who 
is going to be foolish enough to be defeated? 
For do you suppose—is it possible that any man, 
believing and knowing that a foe with whom he 
had to contend was completely defeated, would 
be taken captive by him?--He could not. 

Now arm yourself with the same mind. The 
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devil has learned perfectly Christ's power. He 
has contested that, he knows it. He knows per-
fectly well that he cannot affect him in the 
slightest particular. Then when it is demon-
strated to the devil's satisfaction that we are 
armed with Christ's mind, that we have encased 
ourselves in him, he will know that he can do 
nothing with us. 

I do not mean to say that the devil will go 
away, and never come back again, because he has 
had so much experience with human kind that he 
knows that if he finds them on their guard one 
time, the next time he will very likely find them 
off. Because here is the way with us: when we 
have gained one victory, we get so elated over it 
that we begin to spend all our time thinking 
about it, and then we lose the next one. We 
think, " Now I am getting pretty good. I have 
learned how to do it; now I can gain victories all 
the time; I am all right." But are we good?—
No; it is not I who gained the victory, but Christ. 
We have no right to take credit to ourselves. 
No man can ever in his Christian experience say 
that he is better than he once was; but he can 
acknowledge Christ's presence and power in him, 
and give to him the glory. Suppose I gain a vic-
tory, it is Christ who did it; it was not I. I could 
not do it; but the thing is done. Because the 
work is all of God, no man can boast. We are 
not to keep looking back to see how much prog-
ress we have made, but keep looking forward 
and upward to see how much greater things God 
has to show us. 

Now, about arming ourselves with the same 
mind. " Let this mind be in you." That is, let 
Christ himself be in you; let Christ dwell in you. 
On these words, "Comfort ye," turn to the four-
teenth chapter of John, sixteenth and eighteenth 
verses: "I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter." Now that word 
Comforter is from the very same Greek word 
that is used in 1 John 2 :1 : " If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father." That 
word ," advocate" is identical with this words 
" Comforter." So that verse should read, "If 
any man sin, we have a Comforter with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." Now return-
ing to the passage in John: " And he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you forever; even the Spirit of truth; Whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him; but ye know him; for 

he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will 
not leave you comfortless: I will come to you." 
Christ says: I will not leave you orphans: 
I will come to you. Now, when does he mean 
that he will come? • 

Elder A. F. Ballenger: "When spoken, when 
did it,mean?" 

Well, we can answer that. It meant the same 
thing to those who heard it that it does to us. 
The same thing that was spoken to them is spoken 
to us, for the Word is a living Word. Now when 
will Christ come, when does he come, and how 
does he come to us according to this promise?—
By the Spirit. Christ's promise to send the Holy 
Spirit was his proof of the statement that he 
would not leave us lone orphans, but would come 
to us. The Spirit, then, is Christ's representative 
on earth, and Christ comes and dwells in us by 
the Spirit. So he says, he shall take of mine, 
and show them to you. We are well provided 
with comfort. We have a Comforter with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; that assures 
an open communication at the end of the line; 
and we have also "another Comforter" with us, 
to abide with us forever, so that the communica-
tion is open all along the line. " For through 
him we both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father." The Spirit dwelling in us brings Christ 
himself to dwell in us; and he in whom Christ 
dwells by the Spirit, is armed with the same mind 
that Christ was, is he not? 

Question:—These two Comforters agree, do 
they not? 

Of course they do. It is all the same comfort; 
for it is by the other Comforter that Christ dwells 
in us. Do you believe it? 

(A voice) Yes, it is so. 
How do you know it is so? The world cannot 

receive him, but you know him. How do you 
know him ?—" He dwelleth in you, and shall be in 
you." When Christ is made in us righteousness, 
what is that righteousness?—Absence from sin; 
" what fellowship hath righteousness with un-
righteousness?" Then Christ is made unto us 
freedom from sin; are we willing to accept him 
as that? But this is not all. He is made unto us 
wisdom. What fellowship has wisdom with 
ignorance? "In him are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge." Jesus Christ is the 
wisdom of God and the power of God. Then 
how can a man, if he believes the Lord, and 
believes that this is all for us,—how can we (it is 
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a practical thing for us here as delegates)—how 
can we go on in the dark as to what we ought to 
do, any more than we can go on living in sin? 
Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith, so that 
we may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
That is a good deal. Then why should we not 
allow God to manifest himself in us for all that 
he desires to do with us? Remember that we 
are not able to say anything as of our-
selves, but "our sufficiency is of God." While a 
man holds himself to this, there is no danger at 
all. There is no danger in truth. There is no 
danger in accepting the truth. There never was 
a man in this world who was fanatical because he 
believed the Bible. 

We have the promise of wisdom. Not only is 
Christ our righteousness, but our wisdom. What, 
then, is the use of our c6ming together and guess- 
ing about things? What is the use of a company 
of delegates coming together, and using their own 
human judgment, and then calling their conclu- 
sions the will of the Lord? Brethren, there is no 
need of a single mistake being made in this Con- 
ference. There is no need of a single thing being 
done from first to last that will ever have to be 
taken back. But I am afraid there will be; for 
there has never yet been a Conference among us 
where there was nothing done that had to be taken 
back. As I have been absent and have read the 
Conference reports in the BULLETIN, and seen that 
this one was to go here, and that one to go there, and 
then in the next number seen the recommendations 
reversed, and then when the Conference was over, 
and we received the Review, and would find that some 
of the recommendations were rescinded and others 
changed, I have wondered what was the use of 
wasting so much time in making the first deci-
sions. There never has been a time in our history 
when mistakes have not been made; but that is no 
reason why we should go on at haphazard. "If 
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God." That would save much time in our coun-
cils. Whoever talks in this Conference, recom-
mending any plan, ought first to be so well ac-
quainted with God that he knows his will in that 
particular, and then the brethren will recognize it 
as such, and there will be no discussion over it. 
And thus, when we act, we may know that it is 
just the thing that God would have us do. Now 
when there is .a possibility of knowing just ex-
actly what the Lord would have done, what fear-
ful responsibility rests upon the man that goes  

ahead and does not know. If we say that we 
do n't know how to speak as the oracles of God, 
he tells us that he will pour out his Spirit upon 
us, and make known his words unto us. What, 
then, is the thing for us to do, brethren? 

Eighth Meeting of the Conference. 

THE Conference met pursuant to adjournment 
at 5 P. M. Feb. 28, A. J. Breed in the chair. R. 
S. Donnell led the assembly in prayer. After the 
minutes had been read and approved, the Chair 
announced that the special business of the meet-
ing was the consideration of the partial report of 
the Committee on Plans and Resolutions submit-
ted on Friday and revised. The Chair suggested 
that to save time remarks be made in the form of 
suggestions rather than questions. The report 
was then read by the chairman of the committee, 
H. P. Holser, as follows:— 

Your Committee on Plans and Resolutions would re-
spectfully substitute the following, in place of its pre-
vious partial report:— 

In consideration of the rapid extension and varied 
character of the work of the General Conference, we an-
knowledge the inconsistency which has been so clearly 
pointed out to us, of centering so many responsibilities 
at Battle Creek, and having so many matters of a varied 
character, and relating to the work in widely different 
localities, submitted for consideration to a few men who 
largely compose our General Conference committees 
and boards. We also see that it is not wise to choose 
one man to preside over the varied interests and exten-
sive territory of the General Conference. 

Therefore we propose that there shall be a division of 
responsibility, a division of territory, and a change in 
the manner of working of committees and boards, which 
shall be the inauguration of a thorough reformation. 
Wherefore, we recommend,- 

1 That the presidency of the General Conference As-
sociation, the presidency of the Mission Board, and the 
presidency of the General Conference work in North 
America, be placed on three different men, instead of 

placing them upon one man as heretofore. 
2. That, after committing the care of the foreign mis-

sions, the foreign mission territory, and isolated confer. 
antes to the watchcare of the Mission Board, the Gen-
eral Conference territory be divided into three grand 
divisions; namely, (a) the Australasian Union Confer-
ence, (b) the European Union Conference, (c) the Gen-
eral Conference territory in North America. 

3. That the territory now embraced in District No. 8 
be organized into a European Union Conference, which 
shall hold biennial sessions alternating with the General 
Conference sessions. 

4. That a mission board of nine members, with head-
quarters and incorporation in some Atlantic State, be 
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