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these persons had not tact or ability for the 
position. 

The case of Daniel, portrayed in a very limited 
-manner by the prophetic pencil, has a lesson for 
us. It reveals the fact that a business man is not 
necessarily a sharp, policy man He can be a 
man instructed of God at every step. Daniel, 
while prime minister of the kingdom of Babylon, 
was a prophet of God, receiving the light of 
heavenly inspiration. Worldly, ambitious states-
men are represented in the Word of God as the 
grass that groweth up, and as the flower of the 
grass that fadeth. Yet the Lord would have in-
telligent men in his work, men qualified for the 
various lines of the work. 

Especially are business men needed, not irre-
ligious business men, but those who will weave 
the great, grand principles of truth into all their 
business transactions. Men who have qualifies-
Lions for the work need to have their talents ex-
ercised and perfected by most thorough study and 
training. Not one business man that has any ap-
pointment in the work need to be a novice. If 
men in any line of work need to improve their 
-opportunities to become wise, efficient business 
men, it is those who are using their ability in the 
work of building up the kingdom of God in our 
-world. 

The lessons of the present time are for all to 
understand ; but they are very feebly appreciated. 
`There should be greater thoroughness in labor; 
more vigilant waiting, more vigilant watching and 
praying, and more vigilant working in prospect 
of the events now taking place and which are 
swelling to larger importance as we near the close 
•of this earth's history. The human agent is to 
reach for perfection, to be an ideal Christian, 
complete in Jesus Christ. 

Those who labor in business lines should exer-
cise every precaution against error through wrong 
principles or methods. Their record may be like 
that of Daniel in the courts of Babylon. In all 
his business transactions, when subjected to the 
closest scrutiny, there was not found one item 
that was faulty. He was a sample of what every 
business man may be. But the heart must be 
-converted and consecrated. The motives must be 
right with God. The inner lamp must be sup-
plied with the oil that flows from the true messen-
gers of heaven through the golden tubes into the 
golden bowl. Then the Lord's communication 
never comes to man in vain. God will not accept  

the most splendid services unless self is laid upon 
the altar, a living, consuming sacrifice. The root 
must be holy, else there can be no sound, healthful 
fruit, which alone is acceptable to God. 

Truths, precious, vital truths are bound up 
with man's eternal well-being both in this life and 
in the eternity which is opening before us. 
"Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is 
truth." The Word of God is to be practiced. 
The Word of God liveth and endureth forever. 
While worldly ambition and worldly projects and 
the greatest plans and purposes of men shall fade 
like the grass, " they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars forever 
and ever." 

Man's experience and history are occupied with 
himself, his own achievements and victories. 
God's history, as traced with unerring accuracy 
in the books of heaven, describes man as seen in 
the light of eternity. All his motives and all his 
actions are seen in their relation to eternal real-
ities. Everything said and done has a reference 
to tremendous issues which we must meet again. 

ELLEN G. WRITE. 

Studies in the Book of Hebrews.—No. 4. 

E. J. WAGGONER. 

(Friday Afternoon, Feb. 12, 1897.) 

WitAT contrast in words is there in the beginning 
of this second chapter of Hebrews? The word of 
the Lord, and the word of the angels; and the word 
of the angels was steadfast. But what is the differ-
ence between the word spoken by the angels'and 
the word spoken by the Lord? What word does 
the Lord speak?—Salvation. Did the angels speak 
that word?—No. See what, the text says: "If the 
word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just rec-
ompense of reward, " then every neglect, every 
transgression, and every disobedience of the word 
which the angels spoke received a recompense of 
reward. 

Now, what is the contrast? "How shall we es-
cape if we neglect so great salvation? " And this 
great salvation was first spoken by the Lord, and 
then confirmed unto us by them that heard him. 

Where do the angels come in in this work of 
salvation? They have a place, but not any place 
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in the line of carrying the word. It first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and then comes to us by 
them that heard it. Now, where do the angels 
come in in this spreading abroad of the word?—
They do not come in. But what is their relation 
to it?—They are ministering servants,—waiters 
upon those who carry this word; and I say again, 
as I said yesterday, there comes over me every 
time I think of it, a most wonderful feeling of 
awe; it frightens me. And yet I am glad to think 
of the wonderful work committed to man, a work 
so great—just think of it! We need to dwell upon 
that to realize the glory of this ministry. 

Now, that does not say that we are great. It is 
not saying that we are above the angels, because 
we are doing a work which is not committed to 
them, and a work that they cannot do. That work 
of salvation is spoken only by the Lord and them 
that hear him, but not by angels, because under 
them he hath not put into subjection the world to 
come. Then this proclamation of the word of 
salvation has an intimate relation with the world 
to come. And what is this world to come whereof 
we speak ?—A new heavens and a new earth ; the 
world has been put into subjection to man, ac-
cording to the testimony of one who testified in a 
certain place about man, saying, "What is man, 
that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man 
that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little 
lower than  the angels; thou crownedst him with 
glory and honor." A crown signifies a king; 
therefore when God made man he made him a 
king He wore a crown of glory, signifying a 
kingdom of glory. 0, the whole earth was full 
of the glory of God undimmed. Then man was a 
king of glory, and his kingdom was the earth. All  
things were put under him There was nothing 
that was not put under him. Every living thing 
was put under him, and he was the ruler over all, 
and the earth itself was in subjection to him. But 
the power back of and in it all was God's power, 
for God alone has power. 

Man was made in the image of God, of the 
dust of the earth. "The Lord God formed man 
dust," literally, not formed him of the dust, 
but formed him dust. He then breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a liv-
ing soul. But the man was dust, and after he 
was crowned with glory and honor he was noth-
ing but dust. Now this dust that God took and 
formed into this shape, and crowned with glory 
and honor, he put over the works of his hands 

put under him all things, gave him dominion over 
all things; and so it was dust that had dominion 
over all things He was still dust; and how much 
more power had this dust that was formed in this 
figure than that dust that still lay on the ground? 
—It had no more power And that is demon-
strated in the fact that when the breath which 
God puts in there is gone, it is just as helpless as 
it was before, or as that other dust. Then the 
power is not in the dust; and here is just where 
the world—all mankind—make the mistake. Man 
sees his face and form in the mirror, and admires 
himself, and he will not believe that he is dust; 
or, if he does acknowledge that he is dust, it is a 
different kind of dust than any other kind. The 
failure to recognize this is what makes one man 
assume lordship over another, to think himself 
better than another man; and the Lord wants us 
to keep to first principles all the time. Man at 
the best is nothing but dust. We cannot dwell 
upon that too much, because the forgetting of it 
is what led to all sin in the beginning. Satan 
said to Eve that she would become like God. 
Now, if she had remembered the Word, and her 
origin, could she have supposed that that would 
be true?—No. It is the forgetting of it that lifts 
up man and makes him proud. Man in his high-
est state is nothing but dust. 

What is the difference between that dust thrown 
out there, and this here? God has chosen to 
use this dust in a little different way from what 
he uses that dust. God had a purpose in that 
dust; it is worth something; it will produce fruit. 
Here is dust that God has caused to bring forth 
another kind of fruit. How much more right has 
this dust that can walk about instead of being 
blown about by the wind, to boast of what it does 
than that dust out there in the field has. Out 
there you will see some beautiful, fine, rosy-
cheeked apples. But it is not supposable that 
that dust in the field should begin to boast: Why, 
I am better than that dust in the road; that dust 
in the road does not do any good, but lies there 
day after day, and does not accomplish anything. 
See what I have done. And yet it has just as 
much right to do that as we have to boast of any-
thing we have done. 

Here is a lesson of encouragement of what God 
can do. Man, placed over the works of God's 
hands, crowned with glory and honor—only dust 
still—is an evidence of the power of God. 

But now looking at that inanimate dust with all 
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things put under him, what is the next thing we 
see?—The next thing is that all things are not 
under him Still looking at that ; what do we see? 
—We see Jesus. We see him made a little lower 
than the angels, right down where man fell. 
What has he now ?—A crown of glory and honor. 
But before he got that crown of glory and honor, 
what did he have?—He took death; he tasted 
death. 

First, we see man crowned with glory and 
honor, having dominion over the works of God, 
every 	thing under him We keep on looking, 
and we see not all things under him, but instead, 
we see Jesus down at the very place where man 
fell; and we keep on looking, and next we see 
him crowned with glory and honor. That is the 
order. He was made a little lower than the an-
gels ; he was man So that when we consider him 
now, we consider him as man, and from this point 
through we have Jesus before us all the time, but 
always as man Never forget that. When man in 
the beginning was made a little lower than the an-
gels, and then Jesus made a little lower than the 
angels, what was the difference?—There is none. 
When God made Adam by his Word, the Word 
was made flesh. As God spoke all things into ex-
istence, his words went forth, and, lot the earth 
appeared. His Word went forth; he spoke; he 
said, Trees, and they were there; he said, Grass, 
and it was ; so that all these things that grow over 
the ground are visible manifestations of the 
Word. It is the Word of life, and these are sim-
ply some of the various forms of the life of the 
Word. And so with man formed there in the be-
ginning There we see the Word manifested as 
flesh. The power by which this was done was 
God's power, and so God was in the Word, and 
the Word was in Adam, so that this power could 
be manifested in him, God dwelling in him and 
working in him ; God taking this dust and using 
it to do these wonderful things. It is God that 
worketh in you to will and to do his good pleas-
ure. Now, if God is there, and I am here, that is 
altogether too far away. It is God that worketh 
in me. The Word was made flesh, and the life of 
Adam was the life of God. He has no other life. 
Now the blessedness of this is, when man fell, the 
Word was made flesh. But suppose God had for- 
saken him, and had not been willing to make the 
Word flesh; what would have become of him?—
He would have returned to dust. But God con-
tinues his life to man. So when man fell, God 

goes right down there with him. Is that so, or 
is it some fancy? Did God continue life to man, 
notwithstanding he had sinned? We are here, 
are we not? We are sinners. We are living, are 
we not? Whose life is it manifested in us?—It is 
God's life. Then God continues his life to sinful 
men. When sin entered, death came ; so when 
man sinned, death came upon him God stayed 
with him ; therefore, in that he stayed with man, 
although man had sinned, God took upon him-
self sinful flesh. And so he took upon himself 
death, for death had passed upon all the world. 

Now, let us see further. All creation is con-
tinued until now "by the same Word." Every-
thing in this world is kept by the same Word. 
Although everything is cursed, and everybody can 
see that, it is yet a fact that it continues ; it is an 
evidence that God is there, Christ is there, the 
divine Word is there bearing the curse. But in 
what thing does Christ endure the curse? Where 
is that point where the curse falls upon Christ?—
Sinful flesh. Not only sinful flesh, but that which 
stands as the symbol of the curse that falls upon 
Christ—the cross. What is the evidence that he 
bears the curse ?—" Accursed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree." Death and the cross both to-
gether mean the curse; therefore wherever there 
is anything, there is the curse. Nevertheless, 
wherever there is anything, there is Christ. 
Wherever there is anything, then, that exists and 
bears the curse, there is Christ. But where Christ 
has the curse upon him, he bears the cross. Then 
do you not see the truthfulness of that statement 
which appeared from Sister White about a year 
ago, that "the cross of Christ is stamped upon 
every leaf in the forest?" And a little later than 
a year ago there appeared in a first-page article of 
the Review and Herald a statement that the very 
bread we eat is stamped with the cross. There is 
something wonderful in that. Perhaps when you 
read that in every blade, and every leaf, there is 
the cross of Christ, some of us read it over with-
out thinking about it, and some of us simply said, 
with Nicodemus, how can this be? How soon do 
we find Christ crucified, then ?—Just as soon as 
there was any curse And he is risen again as 
well, because if you preach Christ crucified, his 
resurrection necessarily goes with that. 

Now, see how God has proclaimed the gospel 
for our encouragement everywhere. People are 
inclined to get discouraged; Christians are likely 
to think, Well, the Lord has forgotten us. Did 
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you ever think that way, as though the Lord 
didn't care for you;—that he has left you alone? 
Is there any one who has not felt that way, dis-
couraged, in short? I am not of much impor-
tance in this world, we sometimes say; I am of no 
consequence; I am only one very insignificant and 
despised, and justly despised; I could drop out, 
and it wouldn't make any difference. He said that 
not a sparrow can fall to the ground without his 
notice; and why?—Because the life of God is 
there, and there is nothing that can come upon 
anything in this world that God does not feel. It 
touches him personally, because his life is all 
the sensibility that there is in this world. You 
are struck, you are beaten; you feel it. What 
makes you feel it? If you were dead you 
wouldn't feel it. Why do you feel it ?—Because 
you are alive. Where do you get life?—It comes 
from God. It is God's own life isn't it? Then is 
it possible for a human being to be touched, just 
touched—not beaten, bruised, or despised—and 
the Lord not feel it? Can it be so, whether saint 
or sinner? Can anything happen to any creature 
in this world does God not feel? W hither shall I 
go from his presence, and where shall I go to be 
away from the presence of God? We cannot get 
away, because God's power is in everything; and 
therefore a sparrow, cannot fall to the ground 
without the Lord knowing it. We live with all 
these infirmities. That is Christ in the flesh, then. 
Do you suppose that Christ would have endured 
all this, and stayed here all these years, with all 
this infirmity and wickedness and weakness and 
sin upon him, and then by and by step out and let 
it all drop? If he was to do that, he would have 
let it drop in the beginning; but the fact that 
he came in fallen humanity is an evidence of God's 
presence, and his presence to give life. And so 
God on everything has put the stamp of the cross, 
—upon every leaf, upon every blade of grass, 
upon everything that we have to do with. He 
simply means that everywhere we go, and every-
thing we have to do, and everything we eat, and 
the air we breathe,—through these he is simply 
preaching the gospel to us, giving the gosp.,1 to 
us. Encouragement, strength, salvation! 

"LIKE the roads of the South, the path of duty is 
hedged wit c everblooms, pure, and white as snow. 
It is only when we turn to the right or left that we 
are pierced by thorns, and concealed dangers." 

The Science of Salvation.—No. 1. 

A. T. JONES. 

(Friday Evening, Feb. 12,1897.) 

EVERYBODY knows that this is a very scientific-
age, at least in name, in profession, and in aspir-
ation. God wants his people always to be up 
with the age. More than that : he wants his peo-
ple always to be ahead of the age. Particularly 
he wants his people always to be reformers, and 
for a person to be a reformer, he must be ahead. 
of the age. Then as this is a particularly scien-
tific age, in profession and otherwise, God's 
cause, his people, must be scientific to meet the 
demands of the age. That is the statement of the 
proposition to the study of which I invite you to-
night. The Lord wants you and me to accept 
that proposition, to study it, and to build upon 
it, until it is demonstrated in us before the world 
that that proposition is scientifically correct. 
If you and I, if all who profess the name of 
Christ, do that, then that thing will be done by 
the Lord. The world will see it, and the world. 
will see it whether you and I have part in it or 
not. Because if you and I do not have a part in 
it, those will have a part in it who will allow the 
Lord to make that demonstration by them ; and. 
if you and I will not allow him to do it, we miss it 

But you say, Salvation is the work of God's. 
people. Salvation is the one cause of the Lord. 
This is what these other brethren have been say-
ing. This is what we had in the lesson this after-
noon, and what we have had in all the lessons in 
Hebrews. It is the lesson we have had in other 
places in the Scripture. And the Scripture says 
that we are not to know anything but Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. You say that; yes, and I say 
that. I say that the work of the people of God—
all that the cause of God is in the world is the. 
work of salvation. And this exactly agrees with 
what we have stated already. Therefore salvation-
is science. 

More than that : Salvation is not simply science, 
it is not simply a science; it is the chief, the key, 
the center of all sciences. It is the most scientific-
of all things that are dealt with by the minds of 
men in this world. So that when God's people-
take the salvation of God as it is in God; when 
his cause of salvation in the world shall stand as 
representing indeed his ideas of salvation, then 
there will be revealed to the world the science that 
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is above all other sciences. Then God's people 
can stand before the very kings of science, and not 
be ashamed, in a scientific age. 

Now, I am thoroughly committed to that truth. 
And I want you, to see how completely it is the 
truth. You and I are committed to the salvation 
of God. And I want you to see by the Bible—
the book of all truth—that salvation is science. 
Then you will, with me, be committed to that 
truth. 

First, then, I want you to think soberly. and 
see for yourself not only that salvation is science ; 
but that it is the highest of all sciences. 

The word "science" means, literally, knowl-
edge. The science of botany is the knowledge of 
botany. The science of astronomy is the knowl-
edge of astronomy. So that one scientist has de-
fined science to be "the product of thinking." All 
the knowledge—the science—that the world has 
of astronomy, is the product of the world's think-
ing on the subject of astronomy. 

Now salvation is the knowledge of God: "This 
is life eternal, that they might know thee the liv-
ing and true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent." It is therefore science. But this 
knowledge is not the product of man's thinking • 
it is the product of God's thinking. For " eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. But God hath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit; for the 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
God." Therefore salvation, being the product of 
God's thinking, is not only science, but is the 
highest of all sciences. 

Again: That which is recognized by the world 
as science—the natural sciences—is the product of 
men's thinking. It is with the mind that men 
think. It is with the mind, then, that men deal 
with all these sciences. But salvation deals with 
t le mind itself. Which, then, is the higher? 
Which is the higher—that which deals with all 
other, things, or that which deals with that which 
deals with all other things?—The latter, to be 
sure. Then as with the mind men deal with all 
other sciences, and salvation deals with the mind 
itself, it is perfectly plain, not only that salvation 
is science as certainly as any other science, but 
that it is higher science than all other sciences. It 
is the highest science that can be known to the 
mind of man. 

Yet again : Salvation deals with the mind. But 
who is it that in salvation and by salvation deals 
with the mind t—It is God himself. Then as it is 
God himself who works out, who makes known, 
this science ; and as this science is the product of 
God's thinking ; it follows that the science of sal-
vation is the highest, the deepest, the broadest, 
science that is known, not only to the mind of 
man, but to the whole universe. 

Let us read a few Scriptures. "Be not con-
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind " Rom. 12:2. " So 
then with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God." Rom. 7:25. " We know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us a mind." " We 
have the mind of Christ." The only way the 
Lord can reach us is through the mind. He deals 
with us only through the mind. He governs us 
only through our minds. Look: "With the 
mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the 
flesh the law of sin." And the first of all the 
commandments is this: "Hear, 0 Israel; The 
Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind." The carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be." The 
carnal mind that cannot be subject to the law of 
God—cannot be—must be changed, must be ex-
changed for another mind which always serves the 
law of God. That change of mind is salvation. 
That renewing of the mind is wrought by God in 
the work of his salvation, and it can be wrought 
by no other. Therefore it is the highest of all 
sciences—the highest that is known to the mind of 
man, the highest that is known to the universe. 

Do you not begin to see why it is that the Testi-
monies speak of "the science of salvation"? 

(To be continued.) 

BIBLICAL AGRICULTURE.—Prof. E. A. Suther-
land, of Walla Walla College, addressed the stu-
dents in the chapel for a few minutes on Friday 
morning, taking as his subject, The Bible a Text-
book on Agriculture. He holds that since God is 
the author of all true knowledge, what he may say 
on this or any other subject must be par excellence 
the truth. And that if farming were at present 
conducted according to Scriptural principles, bet-
ter success would be attained. Passages illustrat-
ing this claim were adduced, and no little interest 
was evoked by the consideration of the matter. 
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