
Vol. 111, No. 17 	THE ADVENT REVIEW AND SABBATH HERALD 
	

3 

GENERAL ARTICLES 
1 1111111 R 111 	11111 1111 I I I I 11111111 	llllllll 1 II llllll 1111111111111 lllllll I lllll 11111 lllllllllllllllllllllllll 111111111111111 lllllllll 1111111 llllll lir lll 	 l 	1111 IIIIIMI llllllll 1 lllll 111111111 11 1 	11 

 

   

Our Church Standards—Shall We Abandon 
or Enforce Them?* 

BY CARLYLE B. HAYNES 

A FEW weeks ago, out of a dis-
turbed and burdened heart, I spoke 
to you from this pulpit on the subject 
of church standards, and raised the 
question as to whether the time had 
come for this denomination to alter 
its platform and abandon its stand-
ards. At that time I took occasion 
to point out that the rising tide of 
worldliness observable among us 
called for a serious decision upon 
the part of the church leaders, either 
to maintain and enforce the old, es-
tablished standards of the faith, or 
to cast them aside altogether. And 
I proposed a set of resolutions deal-
ing with the particular evil of church 
pageants, shows, and acted repre-
sentations,--resolutions which the 
Tabernacle executive board later 
adopted with unanimity, and which, 
therefore, embody the accepted policy 
of this church today. 

It is a source of peculiar gratifica-
tion to me to observe how whole-
heartedly the various activities of the 
Tabernacle church have endeavored 
to follow the counsel contained in 
this policy. From Battle Creek 
Academy, including both teachers 
and students, earnest inquiry has 
been made as to how to bring all ac-
tivities into compliance with this 
policy. From the various activities 
of the Tabernacle, Missionary Volun-
teer, both Senior and Junior, the 
Sabbath school, the musical organ-
izations, and the women's organiza-
tions, the same inquiries have been 
made and the same purpose has been 
made evident. This is indeed heart-
ening. 

On the publication of the sermon 
preached here, in the columns of our 
widely circulated church paper, the 
REVIEW AND HERALD, a most astonish-
ing response has come, that has nearly 
overwhelmed me. From north and 
south and east and west in North 
America and from many foreign 
fields, letters have come to me which 
disclose a widespread, and by me un-
suspected, but nevertheless most posi-
tive and pronounced, conviction on 

* Sermon preached in the Battle Creek Taber-
nacle, March 31, 1984. 

the part of the writers that the time 
has fully come for a restatement and 
a new pledge of loyalty to the old-
time ideals, standards, and teachings 
of this closing message of the gospel. 
This, too, is wonderfully heartening. 
Many of these correspondents pointed 
out that while they deplored these 
tendencies toward worldly practices 
which they observed coming in among 
us, they nevertheless felt a sense of 
helplessness and timidity in opposing 
them, fearing they would be counted 
"old fogies," and that they would be 
hopelessly outnumbered and their 
protest ignored. 

The impression seems to prevail 
with some devoted souls that the 
tendency has gone too far to be 
checked, that the dikes have given 
way, and there is no use now to resist. 
It is this particular phase of the mat-
ter to which I address myself today. 
I do not believe this position is war-
ranted. I am no pessimist regarding 
this message and movement God has 
given us. The old standards are not 
lost. The church of Christ is not 
apostate. The threefold message has 
not become Babylon. The world 
is not in the church to such an ex-
tent that the future is hopeless. 
There is a glorious triumph just be-
fore us. This is no time for despair. 
Rather, this is a time when God's 
loyal, faithful people, who recognize 
and accept the essential, basic teach-
ings and standards of this message, 
should speak forth vigorously their 
convictions, and support every effort 
in the right direction. There is no 
people on earth so responsive to right 
and spiritual leadership, so ready to 
follow right principles, as this peo-
ple. They are going through to the 
kingdom. 

A Lesson From the Past 
There has come to me, as I have 

further considered the whole situa- 
tion, a desire to analyze and under- 
stand it more clearly. So I have 
turned to the word of God, and en- 
deavored to bring the light of former 
experiences to bear upon our present 
condition. And out of this study I 
bring to you the text of this morn- 

ing's sermon, Ezekiel 9 :3-6 : "The 
glory of the God of Israel was gone 
up from the cherub, whereupon He 
was, to the threshold of the house. 
And He called to the man clothed 
with linen, which had the writer's 
inkhorn by his side ; and the Lord 
said unto him, Go through the midst 
of the city, through the midst of Jeru-
salem, and set a mark upon the fore-
heads of the men that sigh and that 
cry for all the abominations that be 
done in the midst thereof. And to 
the others He said in mine hearing, 
Go ye after him through the city, 
and smite : let not your eye spare, 
neither have ye pity : slay utterly old 
and young, both maids, and little 
children, and women : but come not 
near any man upon whom is the 
mark; and begin at My sanctuary. 
Then they began at the ancient men 
which were before the house." 

The circumstances which form the 
setting for this passage are these : 
Ezekiel was among the captives in 
Babylon. As he was sitting in his 
house, with the elders of Judah about 
him, the hand of the Lord fell upon 
him. Out of an appearance of fire 
a hand was stretched forth. It took 
the prophet by a lock of his head, and 
the 'Spirit lifted him up between 
earth and heaven, and brought him 
in the visions of God to Jerusalem, 
to the inner door of the temple. 
There God displayed to him in suc-
cessive scenes the iniquity of His peo-
ple, their departure from right and 
holy practices, their abandonment of 
the religion of God. Ezekiel was 
carried forward through the different 
parts of the temple and of the city 
to witness the increasing abomina-
tions committed by various classes of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The 
whole city was filled with iniquity. 
It had not stopped in the city. It was 
engulfing even the sanctuary of God. 
This holy place was desecrated by the 
polluting devices of wicked men. 
Seventy of the ancients of the house 
of Israel, each swinging a censer, of-
fered a thick cloud of incense to every 
form of creeping things, abominable 
beasts, and idols, which were por- 
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trayed upon the wall, while they said, 
"The Lord seeth us not ; and the Lord 
hath forsaken the earth." Women 
were engaged in all the superstitions 
of their false worship. Even between 
the porch and the altar of the temple, 
men stood with their backs to the 
temple, and worshiped the sun toward 
the east. 

God's Estimate of Sin 
Looking upon these varied scenes 

of guilt, Ezekiel heard the voice of 
the Lord saying : "Hast thou seen 
this, 0 son of man ? Is it a light 
thing to the house of Judah that they 
commit the abominations which they 
commit here? for they have filled the 
land with violence, and have returned 
to provoke Me to anger : and, lo, they 
put the branch to their nose. There-
fore will I also deal in fury : Mine 
eye shall not spare, neither will I have 
pity : and though they cry in Mine 
ears with a loud voice, yet will I not 
hear them." Eze. 8 :17, 18. 

At once the fulfillment of this 
solemn denunciation was shown the 
prophet. The heavenly beings in 
charge of the city closed in, each with 
his destroying weapon in his hand. 
Six others came from the way of the 
higher gate, toward the north, and 
these, too, each had a slaughter 
weapon in his hand. One man among 
them was clothed with linen, with 
a writer's inkhorn by his side. These 
went in and stood by the brazen altar. 

The glory of the God of Israel was 
gone up from the cherubim to the 
threshold of the house. The Lord for-
sook a sanctuary which had been so 
polluted by man's transgression, and 
stood at the door of the temple, to 
direct the work of separation and 
punishment among the people, which 
it was now determined to accomplish. 
His wrath was about to be visited 
upon them. He was about to take 
vengeance for the iniquities of men, 
to deal with them in His fury, for 
all the abominations they had com-
mitted, as well as for the hardness 
and impenitence of their hearts. 

There remained some among God's 
people, however, who had not for-
saken or provoked Him. As in the 
time of Elijah, so there was a rem-
nant who had not been influenced by 
the apostasy from God. They had re-
tained their loyalty to Him. They 
had not engaged in these abomina-
tions. These must be preserved from 
the destruction which was coming; 
they must not go down in the gen-
eral ruin. They had displayed their 
zeal for God's honor, and He would 
now display His power for their 
safety. 

The Mark of Loyalty 

And so to the man clothed in linen, 
with the writer's inkhorn, the Lord  

said : "Go through the midst of the 
city, through the midst of Jerusalem, 
and set a mark upon the foreheads 
of the men that sigh and that cry for 
all the abominations that be done in 
the midst thereof." 

So were the servants of God dis-
tinguished. They had done all they 
could to maintain God's authority, 
to teach God's way, to uphold God's 
standards ; and when all they could 
do was not sufficient to stem the tide 
of apostasy, still they sighed and 
cried over the abominations which 
they could not prevent. They did 
not go with the crowd. They did not 
compromise. Tears of sorrow filled 
their eyes because men kept not the 
divine law. Their souls wept in se-
cret places when men would not hear. 
And God hearkened and heard. 
Their witnessing was not in vain. A 
book of remembrance was kept for 
those who feared the Lord, those who 
thought upon His name. Now that 
sudden destruction was decreed upon 
the faithless apostates, these faithful 
servants of God were to be preserved. 
As in Egypt the Israelites were dis-
tinguished by the blood on the door-
posts, and thus escaped the destroy-
ing angel, so these were now marked 
by divine appointment, that they 
might escape the evil to come. 

The destruction then began at the 
sanctuary of God, with the ancient 
men who had engaged in these abomi-
nations. The destroying angels went 
through the city, searching out all 
who had acted on the conviction that 
"the Lord seeth us not; the Lord hath 
forsaken the earth," and had fallen 
away into corrupt practices. None 
were spared. No pity was shown. 
Old and young, maids and little chil-
dren, and women were smitten. No 
place, no circumstances, were a pro-
tection for impenitent guilt. Only 
those upon whom was God's mark 
were delivered. 

This Movement of God 
These things, "written aforetime," 

were written for our admonition. 
They have lessons of guidance, of 

courage, of comfort, for us. May the 
Lord, the Spirit, make us wise in 
their consideration, and faithful in 
their improvement for ourselves. 
God has given this people their teach-
ings. He has given them their stand-
ards. He has placed before them 
their objectives. He has assigned 
them their work. He has given them 
His Spirit for the finishing of their 
task. And He has given them spe-
cial. equipment in the varied gifts of 
His Spirit for the carrying forward 
of His message. 

This movement is God's movement. 
This denominational organization be-
longs to Him. He brought it into 
existence. He commissioned it. It 
has a divine call. It is doing a divine 
work. It has not apostatized. It is 
going through to the kingdom. Men 
who lead it may and do make mis-
takes. But God is its real leader. 
The head of this movement is God 
Himself. After years of service in 
this work both at home and abroad, 
and in various capacities, during 
which I have seen the weaknesses and 
sins of men as they have affected the 
work of God, and seen these men 
either corrected or set aside, a pro-
found conviction has been created in 
my soul, which is constantly deepen-
ing, namely, that the God of heaven, 
the Creator of the universe, the Up-
holder of all things, is in charge of 
the work of this message, and is 
carrying it onward to certain victory. 
Stay by the truth, dear friends. A 
glorious triumph is just ahead. 

This conviction, however, does not 
blind me to the very obvious fact that 
practices which formerly were for-
bidden have made their appearance 
among our churches. Influences 
which corrupt and destroy make 
themselves felt among us. Tend-
encies which are altogether worldly 
are becoming too pronounced. Stand-
ards are being lowered. Attitudes 
and relationships are being changed. 
Some of our people are inclined to 
look at things with different eyes 
than they did a quarter of a cen- 
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The Use of the Will 

MANY are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" 
You desire to give yourself to Him, but you are weak in moral power, in slavery 
to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and 
resolutions are like ropes of sand. You cannot control your thoughts, your im-
pulses, your affections. The knowledge of your broken promises and forfeited 
pledges weakens your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that 
God cannot accept you; but you need not despair. 

What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the 
governing power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. 
Everything depends on the right action of the will. The power of choice God 
has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you 
cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. 
You can give Him your will; He will then work in you to will and to do accord-
ing to His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought under the 
control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your 
thoughts will be in harmony with Him.—"Steps to Christ," pp. 51, 52. 
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tury ago. A tide of worldliness is 
threatening the church. Some are 
fearful it will overwhelm us, that it 
has already gone so far that it is use-
less to resist it. They are wrong. We 
recognize the evil, we deplore the 
drift, we acknowledge the danger, we 
sigh and cry for the abominations. 
But I assure you they will not de-
stroy this movement. They will not 
sweep it away. God is still in charge 
of affairs. He has not been set aside, 
nor has He relinquished His control. 
He and His truth will yet triumph. 

The time has come, however, fully 
come, for every devoted, faithful, 
single-hearted follower of God, and 
especially those who recognize and 
properly estimate the dangers of the 
present hour and the evils of lowered 
standards, to take a positive stand in 
opposition to any further lowering 
of our standards, and a positive de-
termination to lift them back where 
they ought to be, where God would 
have them. 

A comprehensive survey of this tide 
of worldliness against which we must 
set our faces is not possible within 
the limits of this sermon. It is pos-
sible, however, to point out some tend-
encies and influences, and direct at-
tention to the principles which they 
undermine. 

Separation From the World 
This message of truth from God is 

sent into the world because it con-
tains, and is designed to give, a proc-
lamation of the nearness of the com-
ing of our Lord, and to prepare a 
people to meet Him in peace and 
safety. To do this it makes a separa-
tion between this people and the 
world. This message teaches sim-
plicity, plainness, meekness, humility, 
in life, in character, in conduct, in 
habits, in dress, in eating, in drink-
ing, in recreation, in everything per-
taining to life and godliness. The 
people who give this message to the 
world are a plain, simple people, in 
correspondence with the message they 
give. All their practices, all their 
proceedings, are, of course, to be sim-
ple and plain. All going after the 
world, all following of the fashions 
of the world, whether in dress, in 
food, in amusement, in church pro-
cedure, in music, in education, in 
medical practice, in reading, or in 
any other direction, is offering 
strange fire to God. God has His own 
methods for carrying forward His 
work. We do not need to adopt hu-
man methods. He has His own stand-
ards for His people. To adopt 
worldly standards is to turn our 
backs upon Him. 

It is inevitable that there should 
be a struggle between divine and hu-
man methods, between divine and hu- 

man standards, in carrying forward 
the work. It has always been so. 
The devil is not dead, and he is more 
active now than ever. He does not 
propose to have God's work triumph 
without a supreme challenge and con-
flict. But it will triumph, neverthe-
less. Do not ever lose your faith in 
that. 

The drift worldward is almost im-
perceptible while in progress. But 
comparing its effects over a period of 
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Seasons of Terrible Perplexity 
THOSE who are finally victorious 

will have seasons of terrible perplexity 
and trial in their religious life; but 
they must not cast away their con-
fidence, for this is a part of their dis-
cipline in the school of Christ, and it 
is essential in order that all dross may 
be purged away.—Review and Herald, 
April 8, 1890. 
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years brings out the difference it 
makes. So as we compare church 
standards now with those of a former 
generation, we are enabled to discern 
how far the drift has carried us. 
Border lines between us and the 
world seem to be rapidly disappear-
ing. They will disappear altogether 
unless we plainly mark them again. 

Some of our people have become 
careless about Sabbath observance. 
Perhaps some are uninstructed. I 
cannot fail to observe that in some 
homes the radio is on during Sabbath 
hours, secular papers are read, busi-
ness is talked if it is not transacted, 
pleasure rides are taken, social en-
gagements are arranged for and some-
times consummated, many entirely 
unnecessary household duties are per-
formed, and altogether there is a sad 
departure from the earlier faithful-
ness and devotion and loyalty to 
God's holy command. These things 
should be changed. The Sabbath is 
God's day. All the hours belong to 
Him. He has prescribed how they 
are to be used. There is a wonderful 
renewal of strength and building up 
of spiritual experience in using them 
as He has appointed. 

In our home, our minds are fixed 
that the day shall be God's. We will 
not read secular papers, no matter 
how important and world shattering 
the news may be. The radio,  is quiet 
during all its sacred hours. No en-
trance is left here for Satan to take 
our minds from God and heavenly 
matters. But this is God's day, and 
He shall have it. The artistry and 
fascination and enjoyment of the 
world's greatest musicians must not 
encroach on this holy time. No an-
nouncement, no message, no enter-
tainment, no news the world has to 
give, is important enough to be al-
lowed to interfere with, or inter- 

rupt, or affect, or cancel the weekly 
appointment the God of heaven has 
with His waiting and struggling peo-
ple on earth. 

Turn off your radios, dear friends, 
on God's holy day. Keep them off 
during the sacred hours. Put away 
your secular papers. Let this day be 
wholly God's. Prepare for the Sab-
bath on the day before. Guard 
your lips from speaking your own 
words. Guard your feet from run-
ning on your own ways. Guard your 
mind from finding its own pleasure. 
Guard your heart from departure 
from God. Make His day "a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honorable," and 
you will find it a wonderful builder 
of strength, a restorer of spiritual 
life, a renewer of vigor and faith. 
It was intended to do far more for 
us than we are permitting it to do. 
We are losing much by our careless-
ness. 

Plainness and Simplicity in Dress 

Simplicity and plainness in dress 
are not so noticeable among us today 
as they were years ago. I am putting 
it mildly, as you all know. As I look 
over the twelve hundred people who 
are here today,—well, to discern the 
differences between this and any other 
congregation requires a close and pro-
longed search. We have become care-
less regarding our standards of dress. 
Personal adornment is quite con-
spicuous. There is much ornamenta-
tion of the person. Necklaces are in 
evidence. Rings are quite plentiful; 
chains and bracelets are not un-
known. All of this is a lowering 
of standards. We profess to be a 
people who follow the instruction 
of the Bible, and refrain from the 
wearing of gold and jewels for dis-
play. I plead with you to heed God's 
command, "Put off thy ornaments 
from thee." Ex. 33 :5. 

This matter of dress, however, af-
fects far more than ornamentation. 
A marked characteristic of this time 
is immodest exposure of the person, 
a display of physical charms, an ac-
centuation of every bodily part which 
is calculated to create—what shall I 
say I admiration 1—on the part of 
the beholder. 0 dear friends, if the 
desire to create admiration in this 
matter stopped with admiration, it 
would be going too far. But it is 
more than that. I do, not need to 
tell you. Your flesh is as my flesh. 
The impulses and cravings inherent 
in fallen human nature are not un-
known to you. No one can dress in 
such a way as to call attention to and 
accentuate the sensual, the fleshly, 
the physical, and then look with ap-
parent innocence into my eyes and 
tell me he does not know- what he is 
doing. He does know what he is 
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doing. No one is as dumb as that. 
He is cultivating and encouraging 
and ministering to the earthly, the 
passionate, the sensual, the lower na-
ture. And the masculinity of the 
pronoun I used need not be consid-
ered as limiting my application to 
one sex. 

0 people of the church of God, let 
us return in practice to the time when 
modesty and chastity and sweet sim-
plicity were more than words, and 
carry out in our lives what the prin-
ciples of the gospel demand,—separa-
tion from the world and its fashions, 
abandonment of its evil practices, and 
entire following of our Lord in all 
matters pertaining to life and godli-
ness and our walk as Christians 
among men. 

The Question of Divorce 
Time was when we looked with 

uneasiness upon a divorced person. 
That has changed. Divorce has be-
come common. It is all about us. 
Indeed, it is decidedly among us. 
And we display our newly acquired 
breadth of mind and modernity by 
smiling indulgently about it. And 
we indifferently put divorced persons 
into places of prominence and influ-
ence in church work, thus indorsing 
them as models for our members, 
especially our youth. I do not mean 
to imply that a divorced person is 
thereby disqualified for church work. 
That is not true. That would be an 
injustice to an innocent party. 

God forgives, of course. He re-
ceives to Himself those who have 
failed and gone astray. There is no 
question here regarding God's ac-
ceptance of a divorced person into 
fellowship with Himself, whether 
that person be the sinner or the 
sinned against. But the participant 
in a divorce should realize that any 
prominence given him by the church 
is bound to make him a target for 
criticism, and that the church itself 
suffers in reputation and standing as 
well as himself. 

Vainglorious Display 
Let me return to the principle of 

simplicity and plainness, and apply 
it now to our proceedings as well as 
to our dress and conduct. I notice 
that when we have social gatherings, 
dinners, banquets, entertainments, 
celebrations, the tendency is to be 
very elaborate and extravagant. Sim-
ple pleasures, plain fare, modest ex-
penditure, reasonable entertainment, 
normal recreation, these belong to a 
former time. They no longer are 
sufficient. Everything must be done 
to excess. It must surpass everything 
of the kind attempted before. Sim-
plicity and plainness are too tame. 
There is no thrill in them. The un-
usual, the exciting, the daring, the  

risky, the untried, the very limit—
these are what we must have today 
in the practice of some. 

We see this in many things con-
nected with the church. It flowers 
into its most extravagant fruitage 
and positive silliness in weddings and 
graduating exercises. But it touches 
everything else, musical programs, 
thirteenth Sabbath exercises, chil-
dren's exercises, holiday gatherings, 
and every social event. I have seen 
people work themselves to the point 
of complete exhaustion,4financially as 
well as nervously, to put on a bigger, 
better, and more elaborate wedding 
than anything known before, until it 
ceased to be a sacred, solemn, divine 
ordinance, and became only a gaudy, 
cheap tinsel show. And it does not 
stop even at funerals. I have seen 
people strive to make a funeral serv-
ice into a great display, until it ceased 
to be a simple, dignified tribute of 
honor and respect to the dead and the 
exaltation of the word of God, and 
became only a means to attract atten-
tion to the living. 

Our Schools 

The thing affects our schools as 
well. I groan within me every time 
graduation time comes, when I am 
compelled to witness the display, the 
extravagance, the pageantry, the 
pomposity, connected with these exer-
cises. My groaning struggles with 
mirth as I watch the class striving 
to master the intricacies of the ridic-
ulous "goose step" which has become 
as much a part of these affairs as the 
granting of diplomas. It settles into 
genuine groaning again as I realize 
how much heartache, jealousy, envy, 
hard feelings, anxiety, and perplex-
ity have been experienced by parents 
in order to make possible this show, 
with its special dresses, and suits, and 
flowers, and gifts, and class pins, and 
photographs, and class "Annual," and 
social gatherings. And my groaning 
is altogether unalloyed when I con-
sider how wide •a departure all this 
is from what this denomination and 
message stand for. We teach our 
children that this message is essen-
tially one of simplicity and plainness 
and meekness and humility, and then 
we permit them to go contrary to all 
the message stands for, by allowing 
these elaborate affairs in our churches 
and schools. 

I appeal to you, dear friends, let 
us get back to our original standards, 
and set our faces against their viola-
tion. When we plan for weddings, 
let us make them simple, dignified, 
godly, impressive ordinances of God, 
leaving off all man-made embellish-
ments. When we plan for funerals, 
let them be occasions when the word 
of God can impress its eternal truths  

upon awed and susceptible hearts. 
When we plan for graduating exer-
cises, let them be for the glorification 
of the divine, not the human. And in 
all our social activities, I appeal for 
arrangements and proceedings which 
will build us up as men and women 
of God. 

Worldly Pleasures 

I must direct attention to one more 
thing. Carelessness has come in 
among us with reference to card play-
ing, theatergoing, and dancing. I do 
not mean, of course, that •any con-
siderable number of our members are 
engaging in these questionable and 
forbidden things. There are those, 
however, who are. "Bridge" and 
other card games, but especially 
"bridge," are by some looked upon 
as the only possible method by which 
they can spend an evening socially 
with friends. As Adventists, they 
do not play in their own homes ; but 
when they mingle among non-
Adventists, they play. And they 
argue that they do this to retain their 
influence with their friends. I raise 
the question, Influence—in what di-
rection? 

It seems to be a rather common 
idea among Christians who mingle 
socially with those outside the church 
fold, that they gain added influence 
over their unbelieving friends by con-
forming to worldly customs. They 
claim they do it to impress their 
friends that religion need not be 
"bigoted," "narrow," "strait-laced." 

The World's Estimate of What a 
Christian Should Be 

No greater mistake can be made. 
Any one who has had any experience 
knows that the world's standards for 
a Christian are usually higher than a 
Christian's standards for himself. 
Men outside the church shape their 
judgment of a believer with refer-
ence to the highest standards, those 
which he thinks the believer professes. 
The judgment of the man of the 
world upon a Christian who indulges 
in card playing, theatergoing, or 
dancing, is a severe one. He has a 
higher respect for a Christian who re-
frains from them than for one who 
indulges in them. 

Then there are those who attend 
shows. They think this should make 
no difference with their church 
standing. Once in a while I learn of 
a Sabbath school teacher or church 
officer who has gone to a show or 
attended or participated in a dance. 
And when these persons are ques-
tioned about these things, and the 
suggestion is made that it might be 
advisable for them to discontinue 
either their unhallowed course or 
their church activities and member- 
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ship, they are hurt and their friends 
are hurt. I ask, Why? Do they 
think that a church adopts standards 
as a joke? They know what the 
standards are when they join. When 
they know themselves to be violating 
these standards, and know they in-
tend to continue to violate them, they 
should be honorable enough to with-
draw from the church, and not bring 
reproach upon it. For every church 
member who is deliberately going con-
trary to his church profession is a 
reproach. and a liability to the church 
of Christ. 

After my former sermon on church 
standards, I received a letter from a 
member, saying he was not living up 
to these standards, and expected to 
continue to violate them, and asked 
that his name be dropped. I respect 
such a man. I do not respect hypo-
crites. 

God Has a Loyal People 

While there are those in the church 
who go after the world in these 
things, and violate the standards of 
the church, it is gratifying to recog-
nize that there are more who honor 
God, respect His authority, and are 
loyal to church standards. God has 
His true servants. They tremble at 
His word. They are the salt of the 
earth, the preservation of men. They 
have been set apart by the Lord for 
Himself. They have been made by 
the Holy Spirit new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. They stand in His robe 
of righteousness, complete in Him. 
They are instant in prayer, fruitful 
in holiness, prefer the reproach of 
Christ to the treasures of the world, 
and are the ornament and strength 
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of the church. It is these who are 
described in our text. They sigh and 
cry, not alone for the abominations 
of the world, but for the departures 
and apostasies and unfaithfulness in 
the church. In the secrecy of the 
closet, in the prayer meeting, un-
known and unnoticed by the world, 
they cry to God to save His people. 
And the Lord, as if turning away His 
attention from apparently greater 
objects to mark them more intently, 
says, "To this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at My word." 
Isa. 66:2. 

And these faithful souls have not 
sighed in listless idleness or wept 
tears of fearful indolence without 
doing anything to stop the progress 
of evil. They have first stood 
stanchly against these things com-
ing in. 

Not being able to hold them back, 
they have not participated in them. 
They continue to bear their testimony 
against them. They are not par-
takers of other men's sins. They do 
not join them in tearing down the 
standards. They stand out openly 
for God, for His truth, for His way, 
for His church. And when they can 
do nothing more by active effort, they 
still mourn over evils they cannot 
cure. 

They neither feel nor profess in-
difference to the conduct and con-
dition of their brethren. Being 
jealous for the honor of God, happy 
in the acceptance of a Saviour, 
knowing the comforts of the Holy 
Spirit, believing in the triumph of 
the message and the doom of the 

MY ANGEL 
By Mrs. T. Buchman 

"The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear Him, and delivereth 
them." Ps. 34 :7. 

"He shall give His angels charge over k 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways." Ps. I 
91:11. 

There they stand, encamped about us, 	S 
Angel guardians everywhere, 

Keeping watch o'er God's own children, S 
Watching with the tenderest care. 

Oh, how safe in such a keeping! 
Disappointment—this may be. 

I may rest in this assurance, 
My own guardian 'bides with me. 

Some day soon I'll see my angel 
In that land so bright and fair, 

Then I'll hold sweet converse with him— S 
Oh, the conversations there! 

We will walk and talk together 
In that land of bliss untold. 

Oh, how sweet then when I listen, 
And what mysteries will unfold ! 

I shall learn redemption's story, 
All the greatness of His love. 

How I'll bless the hand that led me, 
Brought me to my home above ! 

I will bless the hand that kept me 
Through the perils on life's way, 

For the angel that encampeth 
Round about me day by day. 

sinner, they long to the end of life 
for the salvation of the erring, and 
they sigh and cry to God while they 
live above a condition in which they 
have no participation. 

Such people God marks as His 
own. He takes particular care that 
they shall be saved from the coming 
destruction. And when the slaughter 
weapons begin their dread work 
these are saved. "Go through and 
smite," rings the command, "but come 
not near any man upon whom is the 
mark." 

The Rapidly Approaching End 

Dear friends, it will not be very 
long before the destroying angels are 
ordered to do their terrible work. 
There are daily developments all 
about us which make it absolutely 
certain that we are rapidly nearing 
that dread day when the image of 
the beast, having received life, will 
speak, and issue its orders for brand-
ing with the mark of the beast and 
for death to those who refuse. Blind 
indeed must be the eyes of the Bible 
student who cannot discern in the 
present economic confusion and the 
wild experimentation which is made 
to reduce it to order, all the elements 
of fulfillment of the apocalyptic 
prophecy. Practically every product 
of union labor now has its mark upon 
it. Boots and shoes, clothing, news-
papers, even bread, are all labeled. 
Every secret society has its mark, 
password, grip, and badge. The 
whole tendency of our time is combi-
nation. It is demanded by religion, 
by politics, by capital, by labor, by 
government. Everything is working 
together to put the world under the 
domination of the beast and his 
image, and to mold things for the 
last great battle between God and 
Satan. 

Return to the First Love 

This is no time, dear brethren, to 
drift away from God, to depart from 
the faith, to waver in our loyalty. 
Eternal issues are about to be set-
tled. The end of all things is right 
upon us. 

All we have been hoping for is 
about to be realized. The kingdom 
of God is at hand. In view of these 
solemn times I call for a return to 
our first love, our first ardor, our 
first devotion. Let us walk as men 
who know their Lord. Let us not 
waver in our allegiance. Let us be 
what we profess to be. Let us faith-
fully uphold every standard, every 
truth, of this blessed message which 
God has so graciously given us. Let 
us hear and heed the call so familiar 
to us. "Thus saith the Lord, Stand 
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for 
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the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls." Jer. 6:16. 

"And this I pray, that your love 
may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment; that 
ye may approve things that are ex- 

THE first instruction given this 
people regarding education is con-
tained in an article appearing in the 
REVIEW of September 19, 1854, en-
titled, "Duty of Parents to Children," 
by Mrs. E. G. White. After exhort-
ing parents to discipline and control 
their children during their early 
years, the following counsel was 
given : 

"Parents, if you wish to save your 
children, separate them from the world, 
keep them from the company of wicked 
children; for if you suffer them to go 
with wicked children, you cannot prevent 
them from partaking of their wickedness 
and being corrupted. It is your solemn 
duty to watch over your children, to 
choose the society at all times for them. 
Teach your children to obey you, then 
can they more easily obey the command-
ments of God, and yield to His require-
ments. Don't let us neglect to pray with 
and for our children. He that said: 
`Suffer little children to come unto Me, 
and forbid them not,' will listen to our 
prayers for them, and the seal, or mark, 
of believing parents will cover their chil-
dren if they are trained up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord." 

In the REVIEW of August 20, 1857, 
James White wrote an article on 
"Sabbath Keepers' Children," and 
gave counsel to parents regarding the 
education of their children in ,the 
public schools : 

"But shall not our children be taught 
the common branches of education? Yes, 
if it be in our power to teach them, or 
have them taught, without sending them 
to these common nurseries of vice. Let 
all parents with the highest sense of their 
duty do the best they can to give their 
children a pure education. • . . In many 
locations, Sabbath keepers can employ 
pious and devoted teachers, who, with the 
united efforts of parents at home, can do 
much in leading their children in the path 
of virtue and holiness. What if it be 
extra expense? Will parents push their 
dear children into channels of vice for 
the sake of saving a few shillings? God 
forbid !" 

It was in 1856, at Battle Creek, 
Michigan, then the headquarters of 
our work,. that the first effort was 
made to provide a school for Sabbath 
keepers' children. It was taught by 
Robert Holland. The following year, 
1857, the school was taught by Miss 
Louise Morton, who received as com-
pensation for her services 25 cents a  

cellent ; that ye may be sincere and 
without offense till the day of Christ; 
being filled with the fruits of right-
eousness, which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God." 
Phil. 1:9-11. May God give us this 
experience. 

week from each pupil. The school 
was a success, being attended by a 
majority of the Seventh-day Advent-
ist children of the church. The school 
was continued for a few years, with 
more or less interruption, sometimes 
being conducted in a private home 
and sometimes in the church build-
ing. J. F. Byington was the first 
teacher during this interrupted pe-
riod. The church, because of some 
discouragement, discontinued the 
school in 1861. 

In the year 1866, Prof. G. H. Bell, 
a teacher of several years' successful 
experience in the public schools, after 
graduating from the Michigan State 
University, came to Battle Creek, 
Michigan, as a patient of the Western 
Health Institute, established by Sev-
enth-day Adventists in 1866. While 
regaining his health, he studied the 
truths of the third angel's message, 
and accepted the Adventist faith. 
He decided to devote the remainder 
of his life to denominational school 
work, providing a school was estab-
lished in Battle Creek. Many of the 
leaders of the denomination had al-
ready been impressed with the neces-
sity of educating the children of the 
rising generation, if ability was to be 
developed which would advance the 
Adventists' cause to a successful 
issue. If the denomination would 
hold its youth and prepare them "to 
defend the faith," it was becoming 
evident that this could be done only 
through educating and training its 
children and youth in its own schools. 

The necessity of enlarging and 
strengthening the school to serve a 
much wider field and purpose for the 
denomination, was soon discerned by 
the leaders. Elder and Mrs. James 
White and other pioneers began to 
look forward to the establishment of 
a school where the youth of the de-
nomination might receive instruction 
and training that would prepare them 
to give the truths of the last gospel 
message to the world. 

The church school conducted by 
Professor Bell from 1868 to 1871 did 
not meet the demands of the cause 
to provide workers needed in the  

various lines of the work. Elders 
White and Butler especially sensed 
the need of a denominational school 
for the training of ministers and 
teachers to supply the ever-increasing 
demand. In the REVIEW of August 
6, 1872, Elder White wrote : 

"We have long felt the want of a de-
nominational school for the especial ben-
efit of those who feel it to be their duty 
to dedicate their lives to the cause of God 
as teachers of His word. One of the 
principal objects of such a school would 
be a thorough course of instruction in the 
fundamental principles of the faith and 
hope of Seventh-day Adventists." 

Elder Butler, writing in the RE-
VIEW of June 4, 1872, on "Our School 
in Battle Creek," said : 

"I fully believe it is in the 'order of 
God that we should have a school started 
in connection with the other institutions 
which are growing up there. And I ex-
pect to see this comparatively small be-
ginning which is now being made, amount 
to something very important before the 
message shall close. . . . 

"We want a school to be controlled by 
our people, where influences of a moral 
character may be thrown around the pu-
pils which will tend to preserve them 
from those influences which are so com-
mon and injurious in the majority of the 
schools of the present day; and in this 
school we want a department in which 
those who would labor in the ministry, or 
in other public positions of usefulness, 
may receive that instruction which will 
qualify them for the duties of those 
positions." 

In the REviEw of April 15, 1873, 
Elder Butler, writing again regard- 
ing the denominational school, said : 

"Our proposed school, in process of es-
tablishment, will also be founded in sta-
bility. Our main reason for its forma-
tion is that we may have a place where 
our young people may be taught with 
more thoroughness, and less of the arti-
ficial and showy, than in any place we 
can now find, and where those influences 
which poison the fountains of morality 
and religion, may be counteracted. These 
reasons, and the additional -one of hav-
ing a place where the important truths of 
this time will be taught, are the great 
reasons we have for its establigiment." 

Elder James White, speaking be-
fore the General Conference in 1873, 
said : 

"Probably there is no branch of this 
work that suffers so much at the present 
tithe as the proper education of men and 
women to proclaim the third angel's mes-
sage. . . . In my travels among this peo-
ple, which are somewhat extensive, I find 
that the truth reaches all classes of minds, 
and I find just as good, and just as sin-
cere, and honest, and devoted among the 
rich and learned and among- those who 
move among the higher circles of society, 
as I find among the poorer classes. And 
now we can reach any class we choose, 
for whom we shall put forth our ef-
forts. . . . 

"Now, say, we want a school. We 
want a denominational school, if you 
please. . . . We want a school in which 
the languages, especially the spoken and 
written languages of the present day, can 
be taught, and learned by young men and 

(ducational Aims and Ideals of the 
Early Pioneers 

BY MARION E. CADY 
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women, to prepare them to become print-
ers, editors, and teachers; and if we can 
do no more, where our young men that 
are about entering the ministry, and 
women too, who are to be laborers in this 
great work, can be instructed thoroughly 
in the common branches, where their 
minds can be disciplined to study, where 

. our young men may have the best 
instruction, and may . . . learn how to 
study."—Review, May 20, 1873. 

J. N. Andrews wrote an article on 
"Our Proposed School," which ap- 
peared in the REVIEW of April 1,. 
1873. He said in part : 

"It was the judgment of the General 
Conference that a school should be es-
tablished to aid those who desire to pre- 
pare themselves for usefulness in the 
cause of God. It is very evident that 
such a place for instruction is greatly 
needed. It is not enough that those who 
offer themselves to become laborers in the 
work of the ministry should be men of 
piety. This is indeed indispensable, but 
it is also necessary that those who teach 
others should have knowledge to im-
part. . . . 

"Men cannot teach the present truth 
without understanding many important 
facts in Biblical knowledge, in history, 
and in science. We have not time to give 
them what is technically called a finished 
education. But we can give important 
instruction in divine truth, in science, in 
historical knowledge, and in the lan-
guages, sufficient at least to put the keys 
of knowledge in the student's hands and 
to put him in the way of making further 
progress." 

Uriah Smith, editor of the REVIEW, 
writing of the school at Battle Creek, 
June 11, 1872, said : 

"As the mustard seed among plants, 
we expect this school to come up to 
occupy an important place among the 
agencies in operation for the advance-
ment of the truth." 

When most needed, great encour-
agement and inspiration came to the 
pioneers to continue their efforts to 
establish a denominational school. A 
message through the Spirit of proph- 
ecy, entitled, "Proper. Education," 
clearly outlined the kind of educa- 
tion to be given the children and 
youth of the denomination. It was 
published in "Testimonies," No. 22, 
in the year 1873 (now in Volume III, 
pp. 131-160). 

The pioneers were greatly blessed 
in their efforts to build according to 
the pattern given. They were in-
structed that Battle Creek College 
"should not pattern after any school 
in existence."—"Fundamoitais of 
Christian, Education," p. 221. Great 
faith and courage were manifested 
by these pioneer builders of a college 
and of a system of education the like 
of which did not exist. 

The school, during the first three 
years of its growth (1871-74), in- 
creased its enrollment from twelve to 
one hundred students. In 1874 a 
brick building was erected, and it was 
dedicated January 4, 1875. Prof. S. 

Brownsberger, the first president of 
Battle Creek College, writing in the 
REVIEW of August 26, 1875, said : 

"We have the utmost confidence in 
those who first proposed the establish-
ment of this school. The way was clear 
before them. There was no doubt in 
their minds of the necessity and the fea-
sibility of the project. They clearly saw 
the danger to which our youth were ex-
posed in the public schools of our land. 
They saw just as clearly the possibility 
of establishing the right kind of a school 
as they saw the necessity for it. With 
the necessity clearly before them, God 
opened the way and led them to act. We 
recognize the hand of God in the results 
before us, There need be no failure in 
what God disposes His servants to un-
dertake." 

Elder James White, Mrs. E. G. 
White, and George I. Butler carried 
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The Valley of Memories 
BY ROBERT HARE 

I AM looking down the valley, 
Down beyond the years, 

Where the moss has grown and withered 
In the vale of tears. 

Yet loved visions crowd the sunset, 
Gleam as stars at night, 

Still, as in youth's golden fancy, 
And the dream is bright. 

Blossoms by the wayside wither, 
As I pass them by, 

Yet they lend a sweet enchantment, 
While the moments fly. 

And the faces loved and cherished 
In the long ago, 

Smile again while memory lingers 
O'er the sunset glow. 

Visioned friendships bind my spirit 
With a golden chain, 

And I see them in the valley, 
Through the mists of pain. 

Memories all so sweetly wakened 
Give to'life its joy, 

Calling back the scenes of beauty 
Time cannot destroy! 

I am looking down the valley, 
Love would linger there. 

But the heart might breathe in sorrow, 
And the soul despair, 

Looking just to catch the shading 
Of the gilded dawn, 

Read its love scenes, then in gladness 
Rise and hasten on. 
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the leading responsibilities in estab-
lishing a denominational school at 
Battle Creek, and we close this article 
by giving their testimony of appre-
ciation of the college and its work, 
several years after its establishment. 
Elder White, in the REVIEW of April 
27, 1876, wrote : 

"From personal knowledge, we are pre-
pared to state that the Battle Creek College 
is in a- prosperous condition. The teachers 
are earnest in their work, and united in 
their efforts for the best good of their 
pupils, as none but devoted Christian ed-
ucators are. And there is a feeling of 
entire confidence and satisfaction on the 
part of the students. We venture the 
statement that there is not another school  

in all our land, where the moral and reli-
gious influence is as salutary as at the 
Battle Creek College." 

Elder Butler, in the REVIEW of 
September 18, 1879, wrote : 

"We do not believe there is another 
school in the world where the religious in-
fluence is as good for our young people 
as at this. Here the truth of God is 
weekly dispensed upon the Sabbath. 
Prayer meetings, including those espe-
cially designed for the students, are held 
several times a week. The exercises of 
the Sabbath school, Biblical lectures on 
the special points of our faith, and daily 
prayer in families, keep religious thought 
and feeling constantly before the mind. 
Profanity and: frivolous amusements and 
exhibitions are not tolerated. Great care 
is used to make the worship of God re-
spected." 

Prosperity attended the pioneer 
efforts to establish and carry on the 
work of Battle Creek College, as long 
as the pattern given for its work was 
fully carried out. 

After the school had been operat-
ing for six years, the danger signal 
was sounded in the following words 
of counsel and admonition: 

"There is danger that our college will 
be turned away from its original design. 
God's purpose has been made known, that 
our people should have an opportunity 
to study the sciences, and at the same 
time to learn the requirements of His 
word. . . . 

"But for one or two years past there 
has been an effort to mold our school 
after other colleges. When this is done, 
we can give no encouragement to parents 
to send their children to Battle Creek 
College." 

"Our college stands today in a position 
that God does not approve. I have been 
shown the dangers that threaten this im-
portant institution. If its responsible 
men seek to reach the world's standard, if 
they copy the plans and methods of other 
colleges, the frown of God will be upon 
our school."—"Testimonies," Vol. V, pp. 
21, 27. 

The message of warning and coun-
sel was not taken to heart by some 
of those directly responsible for the 
conduct of the school, and who were 
introducing worldly plans and poli-
cies into the college. Others were 
anxious to build according to the 
pattern given in the Bible and 
through the Spirit of prophecy. On 
account of this lack of unity and 
harmony on the part of those respon-
sible for the success of the institu-
tions, the doors of the college were 
closed during the following year 
(1882-83). 

But the leaven of Christian educa-
tion had been working in the extreme 
eastern and western sections of the 
United States, and the very year Bat- 
tle Creek College was closed, two new 
schools were opened, one in New Eng- 
land and the other in California. 
The establishment of these two 
schools in harmony with the pattern 
God had given, tended to lift the 
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clouds of gloom and discouragement 
that had settled over Battle Creek, 
and the following year the college 
reopened its doors, the management 
and faculty unitedly determined to 
build an educational temple accord-
ing to the pattern God had given. 

Now, after more than threescore 
years of educational effort and of 
sacrifice to educate and train their 
children and youth for service in the 
proclamation of the third angel's mes-
sage, it is well for Seventh-day Ad-
ventists to consider earnestly and 
seriously their present educational 
program, to see if they are closely 

"WRY callest thou Me good?" said 
Jesus to the young man. He then 
added, "There is none good but one, 
that is, God." Matt. 19:17. By this 
statement Jesus was teaching the 
great lesson that many are so slow to 
learn,—that a godly life is not a mat-
ter of human effort or attainment ; it 
is God dwelling in the soul temple; 
and the life that is lived there is not 
to be credited to the human being, 
but to God. Jesus said, "I can of 
Mine own self do nothing." John 5: 
30. In explanation He said, "The 
Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth 
the works." John 14:10. 

Here is the secret of the life that 
wins. Here is unfolded God's only 
provision for the victorious life. 
Jesus came into this world on our 
human plane. "Forasmuch then as 
the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, He also Himself likewise 
took part of the same." Heb. 2:14. 
When man was made, he was made 
"a little lower than the angels." 
Verse 7. So as Christ came to this 
earth, He, too, "was made a little 
lower than the angels." Verse 9. 
Again, "In all things it behooved 
Him to be made like unto His breth-
ren." Verse 17. 

In His human nature Jesus stood 
on our ground. God abode in His 
life and met its sin problems for 
Him. The Scriptures say that "God 
was in Christ," revealing Himself to 
a world that misunderstood Him. In 
that human body of Christ, "God was 
manifest in the flesh." 1 Tim. 3 :16. 
So completely was God directing and 
controlling the life of Jesus that He 
could say, "He that bath seen Me 
hath seen the Father." John 14:9. 
This is why He could say, "The 
Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth 
the works." 

One of the greatest mistakes we  

adhering to the aims and ideals of 
the early pioneers who established our 
first denominational college in har-
mony with the instruction given them 
through the Spirit of prophecy. 

The exhortation of the prophet 
Jeremiah is very timely : "Thus saith 
the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and 
see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye shall find rest for your souls." 
Jer. 6:16. 

The admonition of the wisest of 
men should be fully heeded : "Remove 
not the ancient landmark, which thy 
fathers have set." Prov. 22:28. 

can make is to undertake to live the 
life of Christ through human effort. 
We, in our human nature, cannot 
successfully meet temptation to sin 
or in any sense cope with the powers 
of darkness. Jesus would have us 
understand that without Him we 
"can do nothing." John 15:5. Just 
as God lived in His Son and success-
fully met life's temptations and prob-
lems for Him, so has He arranged, 
through the indwelling Christ, to do 
the same for us. 

In Galatians 1 :15, 16, Paul says, 
"It pleased God . . . to reveal His 
Son in me." All about us we see the 
devil revealed in human flesh. If the 
devil can, and does, reveal himself 
and his workings through those who 
are committed to him, cannot God, 
too, reveal Himself in us; cannot 
Christ conquer sin and work in us 
the victorious life? When the tem-
ple of our body is committed to God 
for His habitation through the Spirit, 
it is then that the life of Jesus is 
"made manifest in our mortal flesh." 
2 Cor. 4:10. Just as God was mani-
fest in the flesh as He lived in Christ, 
so the life also of Jesus is to be made 
manifest in our flesh. Verse 11. 
Just as Jesus could say, "The Father 
. . . dwelleth in Me" (John 14:10), 
so Paul could say, "Christ liveth in 
me." Gal. 2:20. 

God knows that in our own 
strength we cannot cope with sin. 
He knows we cannot of ourselves re-
produce the Christ life. So He has 
made provision to do all this for us 
through the indwelling Christ. To 
try as hard as we can without Christ 
means only weak human effort and 
total failure. To trust implicitly in 
Christ means the complete committal 
of our human temples to the indwell-
ing Christ and permitting Him to 
manifest Himself to the world  

through us, and at the same time to 
conquer the powers of sin in us. 
"Thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory" through His Son! 

Our Trials 
BY R. E. CRAWFORD 

IT was my privilege a few weeks 
ago to visit in the home of one of 
our brethren who was raising a large 
number of canaries for the Invest-
ment Fund. It was interesting to 
hear him tell how they were trained 
to become good singers. His expla-
nation of the technique and the or-
deal through which they must neces-
sarily pass, caused me to think of the 
statement in "Ministry of Healing," 
page 472. It should be a source of 
cheer to every one passing through a 
fiery trial. 

"In the full light of day, and in 
hearing of the music of other voices, 
the caged bird will not sing the song 
that his master seeks to teach him. 
He learns a snatch of this, a trill of 
that, but never a separate and entire 
melody. But the master covers the 
cage, and places it where the bird will 
listen to the one song he is to sing. 
In the dark, he tries and tries again 
to sing that song until it is learned, 
and he breaks forth in perfect mel-
ody. Then the bird is brought forth, 
and ever after he can sing that song 
in the light. Thus God deals with 
His children. He has a song to teach 
us, and when we have learned it amid 
the shadows of affliction, we can sing 
it ever afterward." 

Those living in the hope of seeing 
Christ's coming without tasting death, 
will pass through great tribulation. 
Their special experience will teach 
them a song no one else can sing. 
"No man could learn that song but 
the hundred and forty and four thou-
sand." It is the song of their expe-
rience. 

Fellow Christians, why not con-
sider your trials your music lessons? 

"AN architect complains that many 
of his clients come and ask him to 
design a house for them, only to let 
him very speedily discover that they 
have already designed it for them-
selves. What they really want is his 
sanction to their own plan, and the 
satisfaction of seeing him draw on 
paper what they have fully in 
mind. It is in very much the same 
fashion that we often go to the great 
Architect with our lives. We ask 
Him for wisdom and guidance, but 
we have already planned how we will 
build our fortunes and shape our 
course ; and it is not His way we are 
seeking, but His approval of our 
way." 

6-Victory in Christ 

BY ALLEN WALKER 
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