




TESTIMONY FOR THE CHURCH. No. 16. 

INTRODUCTION. 

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS : The Lord 
has again manifested himself to me. June 12, 
1868, while speaking to the brethren in the house 
of worship at Battle Creek, Mich., the Spirit of 
God came upon me, and in an instant I was in 
vision. The view was extensive. I have com­
menced to write the fifth volume of Spiritual 
Gifts ; but as I had testimonies of a practical 
nature which you should have immediately, I left 
that work to prepare this little pamphlet. 

In this last vision, I was shown that which fully 
justifies my course in publishing personal testimo­
nies. When the Lord singles out individual cases, 
and specifies their wrongs, others, who have not 
been shown in vision, frequently take it for granted 
that they are right, or nearly right. If one is 
reproved for a special wrong, brethren and sisters 
should carefully examine themselves to see where­
in they have failed, and wherein they were guilty 
of the same things. They should possess the 
spirit of humble confession. If others think them 
right, it does not make them so. Q-od looks at 
the heart. He is proving and testing souls in 
this manner. In rebuking the wrongs of one, he 
designs to correct many. But if they fail to take 
the reproof to themselves, and flatter themselves 
that God passes over their errors, because he does 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



,, 
./~ 

2 

not especially single them out th d . 
own souls and w·n b h ' .ey ecmve their 
b ' I e s ut up m dark d 
.e left to their own ways, to follow th ~ess, ~n 

t10n of their own hearts. e Imagma-

d
Many .are dealing falsely with their own ul 

an are m a great deception . d so s, 
true condition before God H m re1ar to their 
means to best serve his ~ e emp oys ways and 
is in the hearts f h'p p~e, and to prove what 
will make lai o IS pro essed followers. He 
is his desi~ th~t ~~~;rongs bf some, and then it 

anhd shun the errors ~~e;:e :~a~:~ adn~ fear, 
ot er By self · . e m an­
th . . -exannnatwn, they may find that 
de:!n~fn ~~~tie~he same things which God con­
serve God from the ~: t~ese ~r~ really desirous to 

be
they will not wait for ~~~i:nsin:a~ toboffend ~fiim, 

fore they make confession an . e speC1 ed 
repentance return unto the 1 d d ;~th h.umble 
sake these things which h or . . ey will for­
according to the li ht . ave displeased God, 
contrary those wh g given ~ others. If, on the 
are guilty of theo are not. nght see that they 
reproved in others ;~[ th~~gs t~at have been 
consecrated course' bee con I:ue m the same un­
especially named the a~e hey h~ve not been 
and will be led ~pt' y ebn Sanger then own souls 

Ive Y atan at his will. ' 

MOVING. 
IN the vision given me J un 1 

shown that a great work . h e 2, 1868, I was 
in bringing souls to th kmig 1 t be accomplished 
":ere proper exertions !ad:ow jdge of the truth, 

village, and city, there are ~ore ~reT::J ~~~o~~ 
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embrace the truth if it was brought before them 
in a judicious manner. Missionaries are needed 
among us, self-sacrificing missionaries, who, like 
our great Exemplar, would not please them~elves, 
but live to do others good. 

I was shown that as a people we are deficient. 
Our works are not in accordance with our faith. 
Our faith testifies that we are living under the 
proclamation of the most solemn and important 
message that was ever given to mortals, Yet in 
full view of this fact, our efforts, our zeal, our 
spirit of self-sacrifice, do not compare with the 
character of the work. I was shown that we 
should awake from the dead, and Christ will give 
us life. 

There is a strong inclination with many of our 
brethren and sisters to live in Battle Creek. Fam­
ilies have been coming to reside there from all 
directions, and many more have their faces set 
that way. Some who have come to Battle Creek 
held offices in the little churches from whence 
they moved, and their help and strength were 
needed there. When such arJive at Battle Creek, 
and meet with the numerous Sabbath-keepers 
there, they frequently feel that their testimonies 
are not needed, and their talent is therefore buried. 

Some choose Battle Creek because of the relig­
ious privileges it affords, yet wonder that their 
spirituality decreases after their sojourn there a 
few months. Is there not a cause? The object 
of many has been to aqvantage themselves pecun­
iarily-to engage in business which will yield 
them greater profits. Their expectations in this 
particular may be realized, while they have dearth 
of soul, and become dwarfed in spiritual things. 
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They do not take any special burden upon them­
selves, because they think they would be out of 
place. . They do not know .where to take hold to 
~abor ~n so l~rge a church, and therefore become 
ld~ers m their M~ster's vineyard. All who pursue 
this course only Increase the _labor of those who 
have the burden of the work m the church upon . 
them. T~ey are as so many dead weights. There 
a~e many m Battle Creek who are fast becoming 
Withered branches. 

Some _who ~ave been workers, and who have 
an experience m the cause of present truth move 
to Bat~le Creek and lay off th 'r burden. Instead 
of feehng the necessity of double energy watch­
f~lness, prayer, and diligent performance ~f duty 
t ey do scarcely anything at all. Those who hav~ 
burdens. to b~ar in the Office, and have not time 
for duties aside from their work are obli ed t 
~II responsibl~ positions in the ch~rch, an/ hav~ 
n~~orta_nt, taxmg labor to perform in the church 
w ICh If they do not do will remain undone be' 
cause these others will not take the burden ' -

Brethren who wish to change their lo.cation 
~h~ ~ave the glory of God in view, and feel that 
Individual responsibility rests upon them to do 
oth~rs g:ood, to benefit and save souls for whom 
~hnst Withheld ~ot his precious life, should move 
mto to~ns and VIllages where there is but little 
or no hght, and where they can be of real service 
an~ ~less. others with their labor and experience' 
MISSionaries are wanted to go into tow d .1· !ages d . h ns an VI -

a~ r~Ise t e standard of truth, that God ma 
have. his Witnesses scattered all over the land thft 
the hght of truth may penetrate where it h~s not 
yet reached, and the standard of truth be raised 
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where it is not ye~ known. The brethren should 
not flock together because it is more agreeable to 
them but seek to fulfill their high calling to do 
other~ good, to be instrumental in the salvation of 
at least one soul. But more may be saved than 
one. 

The sole object of this work should not be 
merely to increase our reward iJ;t Heaven. So~e 
are selfish in this respect. In view of what Christ 
has done for us, and has suffered for sinners, we 
should, out of pure, disinterested love for souls, 
imitate his example in sacrificing our own pleasure 
and convenience for their good. The joy set be­
fore Christ which sustained him in all his suffer­
ings, was the salvation of poor sinners. ~~is 
should be our joy, and the spur of our a:t;nbition 
in the cause of our Master. In thus domg, we 
please God and manifest our love and devotioD; to 
him as his servants. He first loved us, and With­
held not from us his beloved Son, but gave him 
from his bosom to die that we might have life. 

Love true love for our fellowmen, evinces love 
to God: We may make a ~igh profess~on, yet 
without this love it is nothmg. Our fa1th may 
lead us to even give our ~odies to be burn~d, y~t 
without love self-sacrificmg love, such as hved m 
the bosom of Jesus and was exemplified in his life, 
we are as sounding brass a.nd a tin~ling c~bal. 

There are families whiCh receive spmtual 
strength by moving to Battle Creek. It is just 
the place to help some, while it would be the 
wrong place for others. Bro. and Sr. Booth are 
a sample of the class who may be bene~ted in 
moving to Battle Creek. The Lord due~ted 
them to take this course. Battle Creek was JUSt 
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the :place to benefi~ that ~amily, and has proved a 
~lessmg to ~he entire family. They have, in com­
mg here, gamed strength to plant their feet firmly 
~pon the platform of truth, and if they continue 
m the path of humble obedience, they may rejoice 
for the help they have received in Battle Creek. 

TO MINISTERS. 

IN the vision given me June 12 1868 I was 
deeplJ: impressed with the great wo~k to 'be ac­
complished to prepare a people for the coming of 
the Son of man. I saw that the harvest is great 
but the ~abor~rs are few. ~any who are at th~ 
present time m the field laboring to save souls 
are feeble. They are greatly lacking in physical 
strength: They have borne heavy burdens, which 
have ~ned and worn them. Yet I was shown 
that With some of our ministers the;e has been to~ 
great an exp?nditure of strength, which was not 
actually .reqmred. Some ~ray too long, and too 
loud, whiCh greatly exhaustS their feeble strength 
and needlessly expends their vitality. ' 

In preachin~, their discourses are protracted, fre­
quently one-thi~d or one-halflonger than they should 
be. In t~us domg, they become excessively weary, 
a?d the mterest of the people decreases before the 
diScourse c~os~s, and much is lost to them, for they 
cannot retam It. One-half that was said would be 
bet~r than more. Although all the matter may 
be Important, ~he success would be much better 
were the praymg and talking less lengthy. The 
result w~ul~ be. reached without so great weari­
ness. VItahty Is being used up needlessly, and 
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strength wasted, which,,for th~ good of the cause, 
it is so necessary to retam. It IS t~e long-pro~ract­
ed effort, after laboring to the pomt of wearmess, 
which wears and breaks. 

I saw that it was this extra labor, when the 
system was exhausted that consumed the life of 
dear Bro. Sperry, and brought him prematurely 
to the grave. Had he worked with refere!lce to 
health, he might have lived !-<> labor until the 
present time. It was, also, this extra labor that 
exhausted the life-force of our dear Bro: Cr~nson, 
and caused his life of usefulness to be extmgmshed. 

Much singing wearies to a great degree, as well 
as long and protracted praying and tal~ing. 0~ 
ministers generally should not contmue their 
efforti longer than one hour. They. should leave 
preliminaries and come to the subJeCt at once. 
They should 'study to close the discourse while 
the interest is the greate~t. They sho.uld not 
continue the effort until theu hearers desue them 
to cease BP.eaking. They are often too weary to 
be benefited by what they may hear. Much of 
this extra labor is lost upon the ~eople, ~nd who 
can tell how great is the loss that IS s~tam.ed by 
the ministers who thus labor? Noth~ng. m the 
end is gained by this draft upon the VItahty. 

The stren<Yth is frequently exhausted at the 
commenceme~t of a protracted effort. An~ at the 
very time when there is much to be gamed . or 
much to be lost the devoted minister of Chnst, 
who has an int~rest-a will to labor, c~nn?t c?m­
mand the strength. He used that up m ~mgmg, 
in lengthy prayers, and protracted preachm.g, and 
the victory is lost for want of earnest, well-drrecte.d 
labor at the right time. The golden moment Is 
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~~:~d ~~~re~~i~~ul~aia were made were not fol-
terest been awakened . f:e b~en bette.r ~ad no in­
been once resisted ' r w en conviCtiOns have 
cult to impre s the ~?dd ove~com~, it is very diffi-

I Was Sho 
. m agam With the truth 

· wn m re d · . · 
in the space of one ye!arwit~ t~ur mimhsters, that 
be exercised to ' e care t at should 
needlessly expen~~:ser~e the strength, instead of 
complished by . d' ~ 'much more could be ac­
hy long talk' JU Icdwus, '!ell-directed labor than 

100' an praJl d · · ' 
exhausts and :~ars. In t~f' an smgmg, which 
frequently deprived of 1 b s cashe_, hthe people are 
need at the ri ht . a or w Ic they much 
laborer is in ~ee~I:.\ but canno~ have it, for the 
health and life if h et~t, and .will endanger his 

0 d 
e con mue his effort. 

ur ear Brn D T B d 
have made a mistak~ h. . our eau and Matteson 
their manner of I b ~re, and should reform in 
short and pray sho:t ori;Y; T:ey should speak 
point at once and sto ey s ould come to the 
their labors. ' The p ~ort of exhaustion in 
good by doing thus ya:~n oth accOJ;nplish more 
st~ength to continu~ th ~t lt\e same .time preserve 
Without breaking down e~:ttre~;~ whiCh they love, 

LOOK. TO JESUS. 

IN the vision given me J un 1 
shown the danger of the peopl e f G2, dl~68, I ~as 
to Bro. and Sr Wh · e ? . o m lookmg 
must come to ~ witt't~n~ thmkmg that they 
counsel of us. Th. ~Ir burdens, and seek 
are invited by their IS oug ~ not so to be. They 

compassionate, loving Saviour 
' 
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to come unto him, when weary and heavy laden, 
and he will relieve them. In him they will 
find rest. In taking their perplexities and trials 
to Jesus, they will find the promise in regard to 
them fulfilled. As they experience the relief in 
their distress, which is found alone in Jesus, they 
obtain an experience which is of the highest value 
to them. Bro. and Sr. White are striving for 
purity of life, and to bring forth fruit unto holi­
ness ; yet they are nothing but erring mortals. 
Many come to us with the inquiry, Shall I do 
this? Shall I engage in this enterprise? Or, in 
regard to my dress, shall I wear this article or that? 
I tell them, You profess to be disciples of Christ. 
Study your Bibles. Read carefully and prayer­
fully the life of our dear Saviour, when he lived 
among men upon the earth. Imitate his life, and 
you will not be found straying from the narrow 
path. We utterly refuse to be conscience for 
you. If we tell you just what you must do, you 
will look to us to guide you, instead of going di­
rectly to Jesus for yourselves. Your experience 
will be founded in us. You must have an experi­
ence for yourselves, which shall be founded in 
God. Then can you stand amid the perils of the 
last days, and be purified and not consumed amid 
the fire of affliction, through which every saint 
must pass, in order to have the impurities removed 
from their character preparatory to their receiving 
the finishing touch of immortality. 

Many of our dear brethren and sisters think that 
they cannot have a large gathering unless Bro. and 
Sr. White attend. In many places they realize that 
something must be done to move the people to 
more earnestness and decided ~ction in the work 
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and cause of truth. They have had ministers to 
labor among them, yet they realize that a greater 
work must be done, and look to Bro. and Sr. 
White to do it. This, I saw, was not as God 
would have it. In the first place there is a defi­
ciency with some of our minis~rs. They lack 
thoroughness. They do not take on the burden 
?f the work and reach out to lift just where the 
people need help. They do not possess discern­
ment to see and feel just where the people need 
to be corrected, rep oved, built up, and strength­
ened. Some of them labor weeks and months in 
a place, and there is actually more to do when 
th.ey leave than when they commenced. System­
atic B.e~evol,ence is dragging. It is one part of 
the mmister s labor to keep up this branch of the 
work. Because this is not agreeable some neg­
lect their duty. They talk the truth from the 
word of God, but do not impress the people with 
the necessity of obedience. Therefore many are 
h.earers, but. not doers. The people feel the defi­
Ciency. Thmgs are not set in order among them, 
and they look to Bro. and Sr. White to make up 
the deficiency. 

Some of our ministering brethren have glided 
along without settling deep into the work and 
getting hold of the hearts of the people. They 
have excused their lack with the thought that 
Bro. and Sr. White would bring up these things. 
They were especially adapted to the work. These 
men have labored, but not in the right way. They 
have not borne the burden. They have not helped 
where help was needed. They have not corrected 
deficiencies which needed to be corrected. They 
have not entered, whole heart, and soul, and ener-

gies into the wants of the people, and time has 
pass~d and they have nothing to show for it. 
The b~rden of their deficiencies falls back on us. 
And they encourage the people to look to us. 
They present the idea that. nothi~g will acco~­
plish the work but our special testimony. God IS 

not pleased with this. Ministers shoul~ take 
greater responsibilities, and not entertam the 
thought that they cannot bear that message which 
will help the people where they need help. If 
they cannot do this, they ~hould tarry in J er~sa­
lem till they be endowed With power from on high. 
They should not engage in a work which they 
cannot perform. They should go forth w.eeping, 
bearing precious seed, and return f:om their effort 
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves With them. 

Ministers should impress upon the people the 
necessity of individual effort. No church can 
flourish unless its members are workers. Tbe 
people must lift wher~ the ministers lift.. But I 
saw that nothing lastmg can be accomplished for 
churches in different places unless they are 
aroused to feel that a responsibility rests upon 
them. Every member of the body should feel 
that the salvation of their own souls depends upon 
their own individual effort. Souls cannot be saved 
without exertion. The minister cannot save the 
people. He can be a channel through which God 
will impart light to his people; but then, after 
the light is give·n, it is left.with ~he people to a~­
propriate the light, and, m thmr turn, let their 
light shine forth to others. The people should 
feel that an individual responsibility rests upon 
them, not only to save their own souls, but to ear­
nestly engage in the salvation of those who remain 
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in darkness. Instead of the people's looking to 
Bro. and Sr. White to help them out of their 
darkness, such should be earnestly engaged in 
helping themselves. If they should begin to hunt 
up others worse off than themselves, and should 
try to help them, they would help themselves into 
the light sooner than in any other way. If the 
people lean upon, and trust in, Bro. and Sr. White, 
God will humble them among you, or remove them 
from you. You must look to God and trust in 
him. Lean upon him, and he will not forsake 
you. He will not leave you to perish. Precious 
is the word of God. " Search the Scriptures, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life." These 
are the words of Christ. The words of inspira­
tion, carefully and prayerfully studied and practi­
cally obeyed, will thoroughly furnish you unto all 
good works. Ministers and people must look to 
God. 

We are living in an evil age. The perils of 
the last days thicken around us. Because iniquity 
abounds, the love of many waxes cold. Enoch 
walked with God three hundred years. Now the 
shortness of time seems to be urged as a motive 
to seek righteousness. Should it require that the 
terrors of the day oi God be held before us in 
order to compel us to right action? Enoch's case 
is before us. Hundreds of years he walked with 
God. He lived in a corrupt age, when moral 
pollution was teeming all around him. He trained 
his mind to devotion, to love purity. His conver­
sation was upon heavenly and divine things. He 
educated his mind to run in this channel, and 
he bore the impress of the divine. His counte~ 
nance was lighted up with the light which shineth 
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in the face of Jesus. Enoch had temptations as 
well as we. He was not surrounded with society 
any more friendly to righteousn~ss tha~ we.. The 
atmosphere he breathed was tamted WI~h sm a?d 
corruption, the same as ours; yet. he hved a life 
of holiness. He was unsullied with the prevail­
ing sins of the age in which he lived. And ~o 
may we remain as pure and uncorrupted ~s did 
the faithful Enoch. He was a representatiOn of 
the saints living amid the perils and corruptions 
of the last days. For his faithful obedience to 
God he was translated. So, also, those who are 
aliv~ and remain, who are .faithful, will be trans­
lated to Heaven. They will be removed from a 
sinful and corrupt world to the pure joys of Heaven. 

The course of God's people should be upward 
and onward to victory. A greater than. ~oshua 
is leading on the armi~s of Israel. <?ne IS m our 
midst even the Captam of our salvatwn, who has 
said f~r our encouragement, " Lo ! I am with you 
always even unto the end of the world. Be of 
good ~heer. I have overcome the world." He 
will lead us on to certain victory. What God 
promises he is able at any time to perform. And 
the work he gives his people. to do, h~ is able to 
accomplish by the.m. If .we ln:e the hfe of per­
fect obedience, his promises Will be fulfilled to-
ward us. . . 

God requires his people to shine. a.s hghts m 
the world. It is not merely the m1m~te~ who 
are required to do this, but · every diSCiple of 
Christ. Their conversation should be heavenly. 
And while they enjoy communio? with <;tod, they 
will wish to have intercourse w1th theu fellow­
men, in order to express by their words and acts 
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the love of God which animates their hearts. In 
t~is way wil! they be lights in the world, and the 
hght transmitted through them will not go out 
or be taken away. It will indeed become dark~ 
ness to those who will not walk in it; but it will 
shine with increasing brightness on the path of 
those who will obey and walk in the light. 

The Spirit, wisdom, and goodness of God re­
vealed. in. his word, ar? to be exemplified thro~gh 
the disciples of Christ, and will condemn the 
world. God requires of his people according to 
the grace and truth given them. All his right­
eo~s demands must be fully met. Accountable 
bemgs must walk in the light that shines upon 
them. If they fail to do this, their light becomes 
darkness, and their darkness is great according to 
the degree that their light was abundant. Accum­
ulated light has shone upon God's people. Many 
have neglected to follow the light, and for this 
reason are in a state of great spiritual weakness. 

It is not for lack of knowledge that God's peo­
ple are now perishing. They will not be con­
demned because they do not know the way the 
truth, and the life. The truth that has rea~hed 
their understanding, the light which has shone on 
the soul, that has not been cherished, and which . 
they have neglected, or refused to be led by, will 
condemn them. Those who never bad the light 
to reject, will not be in condemnation. What 
more could have been done for God's vineyard 
than has been done ? Light, precious light, shines 
upon them; but the light will not save them, un­
less they consent to be saved by it, and fully live 
'?P to the light, and transmit their light to others 
m darkness. God calls upon his people to act. 
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It is an individual work of confessing and for­
saking of sins and returning unto the Lord, which 
is needed. One cannot do this work for another. 
Religious knowledge has accumulated, which has 
increased corresponding obligations. Great light 
has been shining upon the church, and they are 
condemned by the light, because they refuse to 
walk in it. If they were blind, they would be 
without sin. But they have seen light, and have 
heard much truth, yet are not wise and holy. 
Many have not advanced in knowledg~ and true 
holiness from what they were years since. They 
are spiritual dwarfs. Instead of going forward to 
perfection, they are taking back tracks ~o the 
darkness and bondage of Egypt. Their minds 
are not exercised unto godliness and true holiness. 

Will the Israel of God awake? Will every 
one who professes godliness seek to put away from 
them every wrong, confess to God every secret 
sin, and afH.ict the soul before him ? Will they, 
with great humility, investigate the motives of 
every action, and know that the eye of God reads 
all-searches out every hidden thing. Let the 
work be thorough, the consecration to God be en­
tire. · He calls for a full surrender of all that we 
have and are. Ministers and people need a new 
conversion-a transformation of the mind, without 
which we are not savors of life unto life, but of 
death unto death. Great privileges belong to the 
people of God. Great light has been given them, 
that they may attain to their high calling in Christ 
Jesus; yet they are not what God would have 
them to be, and what he designs they shall be. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



16 

FOR THE CHURCH AT --. 
DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS : God de­

signed that the light of the church should in­
crease, and grow brighter and brighter, unto the 
perfect day. 

Precio~ .promises ar~ made to God's people, 
upon conditiOn of obedience. If, like Caleb and 
Joshua, you had wholly followed the Lord he 
would have magnified his power in your midst. 
Sinners would have been converted, and back­
sliders reclaimed, by your influence; and even the 
enemies of our faith, although they might oppose 
and speak against the truth, could but admit that 
God was with you. 

Many of the professed, peculiar people of God 
are so conformed to the world that their peculiar 
character is not discerned, and it is difficult to dis­
tinguish " between him that serveth God and him 
that serveth him not." God would do great things 
for his people if they would come out from the 
world and be separate. He would make them a 
praise in all the earth, if they would submit to be 
led by him. Says the True Witness, " I know thy 
works." Angels of God, who minister unto those 
w~o shall be. ~eirs of salvation, are acquainted 
With the condi~IOn of all, and understand just the 
measure of faith possessed by each individual. 
The unbelief, pride, covetousness, and love of the 
world, which have existed in the hearts of God's 
profess~d people, have grieved the sinless angels. 
The gnevous and presumptuous sins, which exist 
in the hearts of many, have caused angels to weep, 
as they have seen that God has been dishonored 
because of the inconsistent, crooked course of pro-
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fessed followers of Christ. And yet those the 
most at fault, those who cause the greatest feeble­
ness in the church, and bring upon their holy 
profession a stain, do not seem to be alarmed, or 
convicted, but seem to feel that they are flourish­
ing in the Lord. 

Many believe themselves to be on the right 
foundation, that they have the truth, and rejoice 
in the clearness of truth, and boast of the power­
ful arguments in proof of the correctness of our 
position, and reckon themselves among the chosen, 
peculiar people of God, yet they experience 
not his presence and power to save them from 

. yielding to temptation and folly. These profess 
to know God, yet in works deny him. How great 
is their darkness I The love of the world with 
many, the deceitfulness of riches with others, has 
choked the word, and they have become unfruitful. 

I was shown that the church at --- have 
partaken of the spirit of the world, and be­
come lukewarm to an alarming extent. When 
efforts are there made to set things in order, and 
bring the people up to the position God would 
have them occupy, a class will be affected by the 
labor, and will make earnest efforts to press through 
.the darkness to the light. But many do not per­
severe in their efforts long enough to realize the 
sanctifying influence of the truth upon their 
hearts and lives. The cares of the world engross 
the mind to that degree that self-examination and 
secret prayer are neglected. The armor is laid 
off, and Satan has free access to them, benumbing 
their sensibilities, and causing them to be unsus­
picious of his wiles. 

Some do not manifest a desire to know their 
Test., 16. 2 
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true state, and escape from Satan's snares. They 
are sickly, and dying. They are occ:;tsionally 
warmed by the fire of others, yet are so nearly 
chilled by formality, pride, and the influence of 
the world, that they have no sense of their need 
of help. 

There are many who are deficient in spirituality 
and the Christian graces. A weight of solemn re­
sponsibility should daily rest upon them as they view 
the perilous times in which we live, and the corrupt­
ing influences which are teeming around us. Their 
only hope of being partakers of the divine nature, is 
to escape the corruption that is in the world. These 
brethren need a deep and thorough experience in 
the things of God. This experience cannot be 
obtained without effort on their part. Their po­
sition requires them to possess earnestness and 
unabated diligence, so as not to be found sleeping 
at their post. Satan and his angels sleep not. 

Christ's followers should be instruments of right­
eousness, worli.men, living stones, that emit light, 
that they may encourage the presence of heavenly 
angels. They are required, as it were, to be chan­
nels through which the spirit of truth and right­
eousness shall flow. Many have partaken so largely 
of the spirit and influence of the world, that they 
act like the world. They have their likes and dis­
likes, and discern not excellence of character. Their 
conduct is not governed by the pure principles of 
Christianity, therefore they think only of them­
selves, their pleasure, and enjoyment, to the disre­
gard of others. They are not sanctified through 
the truth, therefore realize not the oneness of 
Christ's followers the world over. Those who are 
most loved of God are those who possess the least 

self-confidence, and are adorned with a meek and 
quiet spirit· whose lives are pure and unselfish, 
and whose hearts are inclined, through the abund­
ant measure of the spirit of Christ, to obedience, 
justice purity and true holiness. 

If all were devoted to God a precious light would 
shine forth from them, which would have a direct 
influence upon all who are brought in contact with 
them. But all need a work done for them. Some 
are far from God, variable, and unstable as water. 
Some I saw have no idea of sacrifice. When they 
desir~ any pleasure, or any article of. dress, or any 
special indulgence, they do not comsder whether 
they can do without the article, or deny themselves 
of the pleasure, and make a freewill offering to 
God. How many have consid~red that they we~e 
required to make some sacrifice ? Although 1t 
may be of less value than that of the wealthl man 
in possession of his thousands, yet t~at wh1c~ re­
ally costs self-denial would be a precious sacrifice, 
and an offering to God. It would. be a sw~et­
smelling savor, and come up from h1s altar hke 
sweet incense. 

The youth are not authorized to do just as t~ey 
please with their means, regardless of the reqmre­
ments of God. With David, they should say, 
" Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord 

h
. , 

my God of that which doth cost me not mg. 
Quite an amount of means have been expended to 
multiply copies of their pictures. Could all enu­
merate the amount given to the artist for this pur­
pose, it would swell to quite a large sum. This is 
merely one way in which means. are squandered. 
In this direction much means are mvested for self­
gratification, from which no profit is reoeived. 
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T~ey are not clothed nor f;d by this outlay. The 
Widow and the fatherless are not relieved the 
hungry are not fed, the naked are not clothed. 
Yo~ ~tinted o~eri~gs are brought to God almost 
unwillmgly, while, m self-gratification means are 
spent lavishly. How much of the w~ges earned 
finds its way into the treasury of God to aid in 
the advancement of his work in saving souls ? 
They give a mite each week, and feel that they 
do much. But they have no sense that they are 
each of them stewards of God over the little, as 
the wealthy over his larger possession. God has 
been robbed, and your elves indulged, your pleas­
ures consulted, your tastes gratified, without a 
thought that God would make close investiaation 
of how you have used your Lord's goods. While 
you . unhesitatingly gra~ify your supposed wants 
(whiCh are not wants m reality) and withhold 
from God the offering you QUO'ht ~ make he will 
no more accept the little pit~nce you ha~d in to 
th~ treasurJ:, th~n he accepted the offering of An­
amas and his Wife Sapphira who purposed to rob 
God in their offerings. ' 
~e young among us, are, as a general thing, 

alhed to the world. But few maintain a special 
warfare against the internal foe. But few have 
an earnest, anxious desire to know and do 
the wi~l of God. But few lwnger and thirst 
after righteousness. But few know anything of 
the Spirit of God as a reprover or comforter. 
Where are the missionaries ? Where are the self­
denying: self-sacrificing ones ? Where are the 
cross-bearers? Self and self-interest have swal­
lowed up high and noble principles. Things of 
eternal moment bear with no special weight upon 
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the mind. God requires you individually to come 
up to the point, to make an entire surrender. 
Y e cannot serve God and mammon. Y e cannot 
serve self and at the same time be servants of 
Christ. You must die to self, die to your love of 
pleasure, and learn to inquire, Will God be 
pleased with the objects for which I purpose to 
spend this means ? Shall I glorify him ? We 
are commanded, Whether we eat or drink, or 
whatsoever we do, to do all to the glory of God. 
How many have conscientiously moved from prin­
ciple rather than from impulse, and obeyed this 
command to the letter? How many of the youth­
ful disciples in -- have made God their 
trust and portion, and have earnestly sought to 
know and do his will? There are many who pro­
fess to be servants of Christ in name, but they are 
not so in obedience. Where religious principle 
governs, the danger of committing important er­
rors is small; for selfishness, which always blinds 
and deceives, is subordinate. The sincere desire 
to do others good so predominates that self is for­
gotten. To have firm religious principles is an 
inestimable treasure. It is the purest, highest, 
and most elevated influence mortals can possess. 
Such have an anchor. Every act is well con­
sidered, lest its effect be injurious to another, and 
lead away from Christ. The constant inquiry of 
the mind is, Lord, how shall I best serve and glo­
rifythy name in the earth? how shall I conduct my 
life to make thy name a praise in the earth, and 
lead others to love, serve, and honor thee ? Let me 
only desire and choose thy will. Let the words 
and example of my Redeemer be the light and 
strength of my heart. While I follow and trust 
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in him, he will not leave me to perish. He shall 
be my crown of rejoicing. 

If we get the wisdom of man before us as the 
wisdom of God, we are led astray by the foolishness 
of ma~'s wisdom. Here is the great danger of 
many m ---. They have not an experience 
for themselves. They have not been in the habit 
of prayerfully considering for themselves with 
un~rejudiced, unbiased judgment, questio~s and 
subJects that are new, which are liable to arise. 
They wait to see what others will think. If 
they dissent, that is all that is needed. The evi­
dence in their minds then is positive that it is all 
of no account whatever. This class is not small · 
yet for all their numbers are large, it doe~ 
not change the fact that they are weak-minded 
throus:h long yielding !-0 the enemy, inexperienced, 
and wfll. alwa:ys. be siCkly as, babes! walking by 
others hght, hvmg on others experience feeling 
as others feel, acting as others act. Th~y act as 
though they had not an individuality. Their 
identity is submerged in others. They are merely 
shadows .of other~ whom they .think about right. 
These will all fail of everlastmg life unless they 
become sen~ible of t~eir wavering character, 
and cor_rect It. They Will be unable to cope with 
the perils of the last days. They will possess no 
stam~n~ to resist the Devil ; for they do not know 
that It IS he. Some one must be at their side to 
in!orm them whether it ~s. a foe approaching, or a 
fri.end. They ar~ not spmtual, therefore spiritual 
thmgs are not discerned. They are not wise in 
tho~e things which relate to the kingdom of God. 
None, young or old, are excusable in trusting to 
another to have an experience for them. Said 

the angel "Cursed is man who trusteth in man, 
and mak~th fiesh his arm." A noble self-reliance 
is needed in the Christian experience and warfare. 

Men women, and youth, God requires you to 
possess' moral courage, stea~iness o~ purpos~, for­
titude and perseverance, mmds whiCh Will mves­
tigate, and prove, and try, for themselves before 
receiving or rejecting, min~s that cannot ~ke the 
assertions of another, hy.t Will study and weigh ev­
idence, take it to the Dord in prayer, and fiee to 
Him who has invited them to come. " If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask o~ God that givet~ 
to all men liberally, and upbra1deth not, and It 
shall be given him." Now the condition : " But 
let him ask in faith, nothing wavering; for .he 
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven mth 
the wind and tossed ; for let not that man think that 
he shall receive anything of the Lord." . This 
petition for wisdom is not to be ~ meamng~ess 
prayer out of mind as soon as fimshed. It IS a 
prayer' that expresses the strong, earnest des~re of 
the heart arising from a conscious lack of Wisdom 
and kno~ledge to determine the will of God: If, 
after the prayer is made to God, the answer IS not 
immediately realized, do not become unstable and 
weary of waiting. Waver not. Cling to the 
promise, " Faithful is he that calleth yo~, who also 
will do it." Like the importunate widow, urge 
your case, being firm in your purpose. Is the ob­
ject important and of great consequence to yo~? 
It certainly is. Well, ~aver not; ~or .Your faith 
may be tried. If the thmg you desue IS valuable1 

it is worthy of a strong, earnest effort. You have 
the promise, watch and pray. Be steadfast, and 
the prayer will be answered ; for is it not God 
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who. h~th promised ? . If it cost you something to 
obtam It, the more Will you prize it when obtained. 
You a:e plainly told that if you waver you need 
not thmk that you shall receive any thing of the 
Lord. A caution is here given not to become 
weary, but t~ re~t firmly_upon the promise. If 
you ask, ~e will give you hberally and upbraid not. 

Here IS whe~e many make a mistake. They 
wa!er. from thetr purpose, and their faith fails. 
This IS the reason they receive nothing of the 
Lo~d. God is our source of strength. None need 
go m darkness, stumbling along like a blind man. 
G;od hat~ provided light if they will accept it in 
his appomted way, and not choose their own way. 
God requires of all a diligent performance of ev­
ery-day duties, and especially from those in the 

, who are engaged in a solemn, important 
work, upon whom rests the more weighty re­
sponsibilities of the work, down to the least hand 
~here employed. . ~his can only be done in look­
mg to God for abihty to enable them faithfully to 
perform what is right in the sight of Heaven do­
ing . all thi~gs as though governed by uns~lfish 
motives, as If the eye of God was visible to all 
looking upon all, and investigating the acts of an: 
~he sin which is indulged to the greatest extent, 

whiCh sep~rates ~s from God and produces so 
~any ~pmtual disorders, and which are conta­
gwus, IS selfishness. There can be no returning 
to God except by self-denial. Of ourselves we 
can do n_othing. Through God strengthening us, 
we can hve to do good to others and in this way 
shun the evil of selfishness. We need not go to_ 
heathen. lands to manifest our desire to devote all 
to God m a useful, unselfish life. We should do 
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this in the home circle, in the church, among 
those with whom we associate, and also those with 
whom we do business. Right in the common 
walks of life is where self is to be denied, and 
kept in subordinatio~. P~ul could ~ay, "I. die 
daily." It is the daily dymg to self m the httle 
transactions of life that makes us overcomers. 
Forget self, in the qesire to do ~ood to. others. 
Many instead of faithfully performmg their duty, 
seek ;ather their own pleasure, from selfish mo­
tives. There is a decided lack of love for others. 
God positively enjoins upon all his followers a 
duty to bless others with the~r influ~nce a~d means, 
to seek that wisdom of him whiCh Will enable 
them to do all in their power to eleva~e t?e tho~g~ts 
and affections of those who come Withm their m­
fluence. In doing for them, a sweet sati~facti~n 
will be experienced, an inward. peace, .whiCh Will 
be a sufficient reward. In a faithful discharge of 
life's manifold duties, actuated by high and noble 
motives to do others good, there is true happiness. 
This will bring more than an earthly reward; f~r 
every faithful, unselfish perf~rma~ce of ~uty IS 
noticed by the angels, and shines m the hfe rec­
ord. In Heaven none will think of self, nor seek 
their own pleasure; but all, from pure, genuine 
love will seek the happiness of the heavenly be­
in()'s' around them. _If we wish to enjoy heavenly 
so~iety in the earth made new, we must be gov­
erned by heavenly principles here. ~very act. of 
our lives affects others for good or eviL Our In­

fluence is tending upward or downward. Our in­
fluence is felt, acted upon, and reproduced by 
others to a greater or less degree. If we aid oth­
ers by our example in the development of good 
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principles, we give them power from our own acts 
to do good. In their turn they exert the same 
beneficial influence upon others, and thus hun­
dreds and thousands are affected by our uncon­
scious influence. If we by acts strengthen or 
force into activity the evil powers possessed by 
those around us, we share their sin, and will have 
to render an account for the good we might have 
done them and did not do, because we made not 
God our strength, our guide, and counselor. 

T;ue love. is not a strong, fiery, impetuous 
passiOn. It 1s, on the contrary, an element calm 
and deep. It looks beyond mere externals, and is 
attracted by qualities alone. It is wise and dis­
criminating, and its devotion is real and abiding. 

God tests and proves us by the common occur­
rences of life. It is the little things which reveal 
the chapters of the heart. It is the little atten­
tions, the numerous small incidents and simple 
courtesies of life that make up the sum of life's 
happiness; ~nd it is the neglect of kindly, encour­
agmg, affectiOnate words, and the little courtesies 
of life, which helps compose the sum of life's 
wret~hedness. The self-denials for the good and 
happ~ness of those around us, will be found to 
constitute a large share of the life record in 
Heaven. And the care of self irrespective of oth­
ers' good and happiness, will reveal the fact that 
none of these things are beneath the notice of our 
Heavenly Father. 

Bro. --, the Lord is working for you, and will 
bless you, and strengthen you, in the course of right. 
You understand the theory of truth and should be 
o~taining all the knowledge you' can of God's 
will and work, prepared to fill a more responsible 
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position if God requires it of you, and if he sees 
you can glorify his name best in so doing. But 
you have yet an experience to gain. You are too 
easily affected by circumstances, are too impulsive. 
God is willing to strengthen, stablish, settle you, 
if you will earnestly and humbly seek wisdom of 
him who is unerring, and who has promised you 
shall not seek in vain. In teaching the truth to 
others you are in danger of talking too strong, in 
a manner that your short experience will not sus­
tain you in. You take in things at a glance, and 
can see the bearings of subjects readily. All are 
not organized as yourself, and cannot do this. You 
will not be prepared to patiently, calmly wait for 
others to weigh evidence who can not see as readily 
as yourself. You will be in danger of urging others 
too much, to see at once as you see, and feel all that 
zeal and necessity of action you feel. If your expec­
tations are not realized you will be in danger of be­
coming discouraged and restless, and wishing a 
change. You must shun a disposition to censure, to 
bear down. Keep clear of every thing that savors of 
a denunciatory spirit. It is not pleasing to God 
for this spirit to be found in any of his servants 
of longer experience ; but for a youth to manifest 
ardor and zeal is all proper if graced with humil­
ity and the inward adorning; but when a rash 
zeal and a denunciatory spirit are manifested by a 
youth who has but a few years of experience, it is 
most unbecoming, and positively disgusting. N oth­
ing can destroy his influence as soon as this. 
Mildness, gentleness, forbearance, long-suffering, 
being not easily provoked, forbearing all things, 
hoping all things, enduring all things, is the fruit 
growing upon the precious tree which is of heav-
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enly birth-Love. This tree, if it is nourished, 
will prove to be an evergreen. Its branches will 
not decay, its leaves will not wither. It is im­
mortal, eternal, watered continually by the dews 
of Heaven. 

Love is power. Intellectual and moral strength 
are involved _in his principle, and cannot be sep­
arated from It. The power of wealth has a ten­
dency to corrupt and destroy ; the power of force 
is strong to do hurt; but the excellence and value 
of pure love consists in its efficiency to do good, 
and to do nothing else but good. Whatsoever is 
done out of pure love, be it ever so little or con­
temptible in the sight of men, is wholly fruitful; 
for God measures more with how much love one 
worketh, than the amount he doeth. Love is of God. 
The unc?nverted heart cannot originate nor pro­
duce this plant of heavenly growth, which lives 
alone, and flourishes only where Christ reigns. 
~ove cannot live without action, and every act 
mcreases, strengthens, and extends it. Love will 
prevail and gain the victory when argument and 
authority are powerless. Love works not for profit 
nor reward ; yet God has ordained that great gain 
shall be the certain result of every labor of love. 
I~ is diffusive in its nature, and quiet in its opera­
tiOn, yet strong and mighty in its purpose to over­
~oi?e ~reat evils. It is melting and transforming 
m Its mfluence, and will take hold of the lives of 
the sinful and affect their hearts when every other 
means has proved unsuccessful. Wherever the 
power of intellect, of authority, or of force, is em­
ployed, and love is not manifestly present, the 
affections and will of those whom we seek to reach 
assume a defensive, repelling position, and increase 
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their strength of resistance as they are met by 
another power than love. Jesus was t~e Pri~ce 
of Peace. He came into the world to bnng resist­
ance and authority into subjection to himself. 
Wisdom and strength he could command, but the 
means he employed to overcome evil we~e the 
wisdom and strength of love. Suffer nothmg ~ 
divide your interest from your present work until 
God shall see fit to give you another piece of work 
in the same field. Seek not for happiness, for that 
never is to be found by seeking for it. Go a_hout 
your duty. Let faithfulness mark all your domgs, 
and be clothed with humility. 

" Whatsoever ye would that men should do to 
you do ye even so to them." Blessed results 
wo~d app~ar as the fruit ~f such a course. " With 
what measure ye mete, It shall. be m~asured to 
you again." Here are strong motives w hlch should 
operate on minds to constrain them to lov~ o~e 
another with a pure heart, fervently. Chnst IS 
our example. He went about doing good. He 
lived to bless others. Love beautified and enno­
bled all his actions. We are not commanded to 
do to ourselves what we wish others to do unto us, 
we are to do unto others what we wish them to do 
to us under like circumstances. The measure we 
mete is always measure~ to us ag~in. . ~ure love 
is simple in its operatiOns, and IS d1stmct _from 
any other principle of action. The love of mflu­
ence and the desire for the esteem of others, may 
prod~ce a well-ordered life, and, frequently, a 
blameless conversation. Self-respect may lead us 
to avoid the appearance of vice. A selfish heart 
may perform generous actions, acknowledge the 
present truth, and express humility and affection 
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i? the ou~ward manner, yet the motives be decep­
tive and Impure; and the efforts and actions that 
flow from them may be destitute of the savor of 
life, and the fruits of true holiness being destitute 
of the principles of pure love. L~ve love should 
be cultivated. It needs cherishing 

1

for its influ-
ence is divine. ' 

When the amusements were introduced into the 
Institute, some in --- manifested their su­
per~cial chara~ter. ~hey w~re well pleased and 
gratified. It JUSt suited theu frivolous turn of 
~ind: The things which were recommended for 
mvahds they thought were good for them · and 
Dr.-- is not accountable for all the results ac­
cruing from the counsel given to his patients 
Those in different churches abroad, who were un~ 
consecrated, seized upon the first semblance of an 
excuse to e?gage in pleasure, hilarity, and folly. 
As soon as It was known that at the Institute es­
tablished for in~alids the physicians had recom­
mended the patients to get their minds off from 
themselves into a more cheerful train of thought 
and h~d arran9ed plays and amusements ~ 
have this effect, It went like fire in the stubble· 
and the young in --- and other churche~ 
thought that they had need of just such thinO's 
and the armor of righteousness was laid off by 
many .. As they were no longer held' in by bit 
and bridle, they engaged in these things with as 
much ~arne~tness and perseverance as though 
e~erla~tmg hfe depended upon their zeal in this 
d1rectwn.. ~ere was an opportunity to discern 
the consmentwus followers of Christ from those 
who were self deceived. Some had not the cause 
of God at heart. They had not the work of true 
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holiness wrought in the soul. They had not made 
God their trust, and were unstable, and only needed 
a wave to raise them from their feet and toss them 
to and fro. Such showed that they possessed but 
little stability and moral independence. They 
had not experience for themselves, and therefore 
walked in the sparks of others' kindling. They 
had not Christ in their heart, to confess to the 
WQrld. They professed to be his followers, but 
things earthly and temporal held in subjection 
their frivolous, selfish hearts. 

There were others who did not seem to possess 
anxiety in regard to the amusement question. 
They felt that confidence in God, that he would 
make all right. Their peace of mind was not dis­
turbed. They decided that a prescription for in­
valids did not mean them, therefore would not be 
troubled. They decided that whatever others 
might do, or whatever was being done in the world, 
it was nothing to them; for, said they, whom have 
we to follow but Christ. He has left us a com­
mand to walk even as he walked. We must live 
as seeing him who is invisible, and do what we do 
heartily unto the Lord, and not unto men. 

When such things arise, character is developed. 
Moral worth can then be truly estimated. It 
would be no difficult thing to ascertain where those 
are to be found who profess godliness, yet have 
their pleasure and happiness in this world. Their 
affections are not upon things above, but upon 
things on the earth, where Satan reigns. They 
walk in darkness, and cannot love and enjoy heav­
enly and divine things, because they cannot dis­
.cern or know them. They are alienated from the 
life of Christ, having their understandings dark-

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



32 

ened. The things of the Spirit are foolishness 
unto them. Their pursuits are according to the 
course of this world, and their interests and pros­
pects are joined with the world, and with earthly 
things. If such can pass along with the name of 
Christians, yet serve both God and mammon, they 
are satisfied. Things will occur to reveal the 
hearts of these souls, who are only a weight, a bur­
den, and curse, to the church. 

The spirit existing in the church is such as to 
lead away from God and the path of holiness. 
l\fany of the church have ascribed their state of 
spiritual blindness to the influence growing out of 
the principles taught at the Institute. This is 
not all correct. Had the church stood in the 
counsel of God, the Institute would have been con­
trolled. The light of the church would have been 
diffused to that branch of the work, and the er­
rors would not have existed there that did. It 
was the moral darkness of the church that had the 
greatest influence to create the moral darkness 
and spiritual death in the Institute. Had the 
church been in a healthy condition, she could have 
sent a vitalizing, healthful current to this arm of 
the body. But the church was sickly, had not 
the favor of God, and enjoyed not the light of 
his countenance. A sickly, deathly influence was 
circulated all through the living body, until the 
disease was apparent everywhere. 

Dear Bro. --has not understood the condition 
his own heart. Selfishness has found a lodgment 
there, and peace, healthful, calm peace has de­
parted. What you all lack is the element, love­
love to God, and love to your neighbor. The life 
that you now live, you do not live by faith on the 
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Son of God. There is a lack of firm trust, a with­
holding, a fearfulness to resign all into the hands 
of God, as though he could not keep that which is 
committed to his trust. You are afraid some evil 
is designed, which will do you harm unless you 
assume the defensive, and commence a warfare in 
your own favor. The children of God are wise 
and powerful according to their reliance upon his 
wisdom and power. They are strong and happy 
according to their separation from the wisdom 
and help of man. Daniel and his companions 
were captives in a strange land, but God suffered 
not the envy and hatred of their enemies to pre­
vail against them. The righteous have ever ob­
tained help from God. How often have the ene­
mies of God united their strength and wisdom to 
destroy the character and influence of a few sim­
ple persons who trusted in God. Because the 
Lord was for them none could prevail against 
them. Only let the followers of Christ be united 
in one and they will prevail. Let them be dis­
joined from their idols. and be separate from the 
world and the world shall not separate them from 
God. ' Christ is our present, all-sufficient Saviour. 
In him all fullness dwells. It is the privilege 
of Christians to know indeed that Christ is in 
them of a truth. This is the victory that over­
cometh the world, even our faith. All things are 
possible to him that believeth;. and w~atsoever 
things we desire when we pray, if we behey-e t~at 
we receive them we shall have them. This faith 
will penetrate the darkest cloud.' and bring ~ays 
of light ' and hope to the droopmg~ desponding, 
soul. It is the absence of this fa1th and trust 
which brings perplexity, distressing fears, and snr-

Teat., 16. 3 
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misings of evil. God will do great things for his 
people when they put their entire trust in him. 
Godliness with contentment is great gain. Pure 
and undefiled religion will be exemplified in the 
life. Christ will prove a never-failing source of 
strength, a present help in every time of trouble. 

I was shown in the case of sister Hannah More 
that the neglect of her was the neglect of Jesus 
in her person. Had the Son of God come in the 
humble, unpretending manner in which he jour­
neyed from place to place when he was upon earth, 
he would have met with no better reception. It 
is the deep principle of love that dwelt in the 
bosom of the humble man of Calvary, that is 
needed. Had the church lived in the light, they 
would have appreciated this humble missionary 
whose whole being was aglow to be engaged in her 
Master's service. Her very earnest interest was 
misconstrued. Her externals were not just such 
as would meet the approval of the eye of taste and 
fashion j for familiarity with strict economy and 
poverty had left its impress upon her apparel. 
But the hard-earned means had been exhausted 
as fast as earned to benefit others ; to get light to 
those whom she hoped to lead to the cross of truth. 
Even the professed church of Christ, with their 
exalted privileges and high professions, discerned 
not the image of Christ in this self-denying child 
of (}od, because they were so far removed from 
Christ themselves that they reflected not his im­
age. ~ey judged by the external appearance, 
and took not special pains to discern the inward 
adorning. Here was a woman whose resources of 
knowledge and genuine experience in the myste­
ries of godliness exceeded those of any one resiqing 
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at ---, and whose manner of address to 
the youth and children was pleasing, instructive, 
and salutary. She was not harsh, but correct and 
sympathetic, and would have proved one of the 
most useful laborers in the field, to fill positions as 
an instructor of the youth, and an intelligent, use­
ful companion and counselor to mothers. She 
could reach hearts by her earnest, matter-of-fact 
presentation of incidents in her religious life which 
she had devoted to the service of her Redeemer. 
Had the church emerged from darkness and de­
ception into the clear light, their hearts would 
have been drawn out after the lonely stranger. 
Her prayers, her tears, her distress to see no way 
of usefulness open to her, have gone up to Heaven. 
God has heard. Talents and help the Lord offered 
to his people, but they were rich and increased 
with goods, and had need of nothing. They 
turned from, and rejected a most precious blessing 
of which they will yet feel the need. Had El­
der -- stood in the clear light of God, im­
bued with his Spirit, when this servant of Jesus, 
lonely, homeless, and thirsting for a work to do 
for her Master, was brought to his notice, spirit 
would have answered to spirit, as face answereth 
to face in a mirror, and his heart would have been 
drawn out after this disciple of Christ, and he 
would have understood her. Thus also with the 
church. They had been in such spiritual blind­
ness they had lost the sound of the voice of the 
true Shepherd, and were following the voice of a 
stranger, who was leading them from the fold of 
Christ. 

Many look upon the great work to be accom­
plished for God's people, and their prayers go up 
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to God for help in the great harvest. But like 
the Jewish nation, if help does not come in just 
the manner they have arranged, they will not 
receive it, but turn from that help as the Jewish 
nation turned from Christ, because disappointed 
in the manner of his appearing. Too much pov­
erty and humility marked his advent, and in their 
pride they refused him who came to give them 
life. In this God would have the church humble 
their hearts, and see the great need of correcting 
their ways before him, lest he visit them with 
judgment. Pride of dress and the external adorn­
ing is made of far more importance with many 
who profess godliness, than the inward adorning. 
Had the church all humbled themselves before 
God, and corrected their past errors so fully as to 
meet the mind of God, they would not be so defi­
cient in estimating moral excellence of character. 
The light of Sr. Hannah More has gone out, 
which now might be burning brightly to illumi­
nate the pathway of many who are walking in the 
dark paths of error and rebellion. God calls upon 
the church to arouse from their slumber, and 
with deep earnestness inquire into the grounds 
and causes of this self-deception among professors 
whose names are on the church book. Satan is 
deluding and cheating them in the great concern 
of salvation. Nothing is more treacherous than 
the deceitfulness of sin. It is the god of this 
world that deludes, and blinds, and leads to des­
truction. Satan does not enter with his array of 
temptations at once. He disguises these tempta­
tions with a semblance of good. He will mingle 
with amusements and folly, some little improve­
ments, and deceived souls make it an excuse that 
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great good is to be derived by engaging in them. 
This is only the deceptive part. It is Satan's 
hellish arts masked. Beguiled souls take one 
step then are prepared for the next. It is so 
mudh more pleasant to follow the inclination~ of 
their own hearts than to stand on the defensive, 
and resist the first insinuation of the wily foe, 
and thus shut out his in-comings. Oh ! how Sa­
tan watches to see his bait taken so readily, and 
to see souls walking in the very path he has pre­
pared. He does not want them to give up pray­
ing, and maintaining a form of religious ~utie~, 
for he can thus make them more useful m hiS 
service. He unites his sophistry and deceptive 
snares with their experiences and professions, and 
thus advances his cause wonderfully. The hypo­
critical Pharisees prayed and fasted, observed the 
forms of godliness, while corrupt at heart. Satan 
stands by, taunting Christ and his angels with in­
sults " I have them ! I have them ! I have pre­
pared my deception for them. Your blood is 
worthless here. Your intercessions and power 
and wonderful works may as well cease; I have 
them ! They are mine ! for all their high profes­
sion as subjects of Christ, for all they once enjoyed 
the illuminations of his presence, I will secure 
them to myself in the very face of Heaven, which 
they are talking about. It is such subjects as 
these that I can use to decoy others." Solomon 
saith "He that trusteth in his own heart is a 
fool;:' and there are hundreds of such to be found 
among professors of godliness. Says the apostle, 
" We are not ignorant of his devices." Oh! what 
art, what skill, what cunning, to lead to a union 
with the world, to seek for happiness in the 
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amusements of the world, . under the delusive idea 
that so.me ~ood is to be gained. And thus they 
walk ~Ight mf:<> ~he net, :Battering themselves that 
there IS ~o ev1l m the way. The affections and 
sympathies of such are wrought upon, which lays 
a foundation for their illy~built confidence that 
they are the. children of God. They compare 
themselves With others, and settle down satisfied 
t~at they are even ~etter than many true Chris­
~mns. But where IS the deep love of Christ shin­
mg forth in th~ir li~es, ~ts bright rays blessing 
others ? where IS their Bible ? and how much is it 
studied? And where are their thouO'hts? upon 
Heaven and heavenly things? It is 

0
not natural 

for their minds to go forth in that direction. The 
study of God's word is uninteresting to them. It 
does not possess that which excites and fevers the 
mind, and the natural, unrenewed heart will pre­
fe~ some o~her. book, to the study of God's word. 
His attention IS engrossed in self. They have no 
de~p_, earnest longings for the influence of the 
Spmt of God upon the mind and heart. God is 
not in all their thoughts. How can I have it that 
most of.the :youth in this age will come short of 
everlastmg life ? Oh ! that their sound of instru­
mental music may cease, and they no more while 
away so much precious time in pleasing their own 
fancy. Oh ! that they would devote less time to 
dress and vain conversation and send forth their . . ' earnest, agomzmg prayers to God, for a sound ex-
per.ien~e. There is a necessity for close self-ex­
ammatwn, and to closely investigate in the light 
of God's word, Am I sound, or am I rotten at 
heart ? .Am I renewed in Christ, or am I still 
carnal· at heart, with an outside, new dress put on? 
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Rein yourself up to the tribunal of God, and see 
as in the light of God, if there be any secret sin, 
any iniquity, any idol you have not sacrificed. 
Pray, yes, pray as you have never prayed before, 
that you may not be deluded by Satan's devices, 
that you may not be given up to a heedless, care­
less, and vain spirit, and attend religious duties to 
quiet your own conscience. It is inappropriate for 
Christians in every age of the world to be lovers 
of pleasure, but how much more so now, when the 
scenes of this earth's history are so 80on to close. 
Surely the foundation of your hopes of everlasting 
life cannot be laid too sure. The welfare of your 
soul, and your eternal happiness, depend upon 
whether your foundation is built upon Christ. 
While others are panting after earthly enjoyments, 
be ye panting after the unmistakable assurance of 
the love of God, earnestly, fervently crying, Who 
will show me how to make my calling and election 
sure ? One of the sins that constitute one of the 
signs of the last days, is, that professed Christians 
are lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. 
Deal truly with your own souls. Search carefully . 
. How few, after a faithful examination, can look 
up to Heaven and say, I am not one of those thus 
described. I am not a lover of pleasure more than 
a lover of God. How few can say, " I am dead 
to the world; the life I now live, is by faith on 
the Son of God. My life is hid with Christ in 
God and when He who is my life shall appear, 
thed shall I appear with him in glory." The love 
and grace of God! Oh! precious grace I more 
valuable than fine gold. It elevates and ennobles 
the spirit beyond all other principles. It sets the 
heart and affections upon Heaven. While those 
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around us may be engaged in worldly vanity, 
pleasure-seeking, and folly, the conversation is in 
Heaven, from whence we look for the Saviour; 
the soul is reaching out after God for pardon and 
peace, for righteousness and true holiness. His 
converse with God, and contemplation of things 
above, transforms the soul into the likeness of 
Christ. 

In the case of Sr.--, there needed to be a 
great work accomplished. Those who united in 
praying for her, needed a work done for them. 
Had God answered their prayers, it would have 
proved their ruin. In these cases of affiiction, 
where Satan has control of the mind, before en­
gaging in prayer there should be the most close 
self-examination to discover if there are not sins 
which need to be repented of, confessed, and for­
saken. Deep humility of soul before God is neces­
sary, and firm, humble reliance upon the merits of 
t~e blood of. Christ ~lone. ?fasting and prayer 
will accomphsh nothmg, while the heart is es­
tranged from God by a wrong course of action. 
" Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? to loose 
the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy bur­
dens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye 
break every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread 
to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that 
are cast out, to thy house ? when thou seest the 
naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh? Then shalt 
thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt 
cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take 
away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger and speaking vanity, and if 
thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and satisfy 
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the affiicted soul; then shall thy light rise in ob­
scurity, and thy darkness be as the noonday: and 
the Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy 
thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones : and 
thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water whose waters fail not." 

~t ~s heart work God requires, good works 
sprmgmg from a heart filled with love. Carefully 
and .prayerfully should the above scriptures be 
considered, and ~he motives and actions investiga­
ted. The promise of God to us, is on condition of 
obedience; compliance with all his requirements. 
" Cry aloud [ saith the prophet Isaiah,] spare not 
lift up thy. voice like a trumpet, and show my 
people th~ transgressions, and the house of Jacob 
their sins. Yet they seek me daily, and delight 
to know my ways, as a nation that did righteous­
ness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me the ordinances of justice · they 
take delight in approaching to God. Wh~refore 
have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? 
Wherefore have we affiicted our souls, and thou 
takest no knowledge?" 

A people are here addressed who make hiO'h 
professi?ns, ~nd W:h? are in t~e habit of prayii~g, 
and dehght m rehgwus exercises; yet there is a 
lack. They realize that their prayers are not an­
swered, and their zealous, earnest efforts are not 
observed in Heaven, and they earnestly inquire 
why God makes them no returns? It is not be­
cause ~here is .any. neglect on the part of God. 
The difficulty 1s With the people professing godli­
ness. They do not bear fruit to the glory of God. 
Thei~ ~or~s are not what th~J: should be. They 
are hvmg m neglect of positive duties. Unless 
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these are performed, God cannot answer their 
prayers according to his glory. In the case of 
offering prayers for Sr.--, there was a confu­
sion of sentiment. Some were fanatical, and 
moved from impulse. They possessed a zeal, but 
not according to knowledge. Some looked at the 
great thing to be accomplished in this case, and 
began to triumph before the victory was gained. 
There was much of the Jehu spirit manifested : 
Come and see my zeal for the Lord. In the place 
of this self-confident assurance there should have 
been a spirit of humbleness, distrustful of self and 
with a broken heart and contrite spirit, prese~ting 
the case to God. 

I was shown that in case of sickness mhere the 
way is clear for the offering up of pr~yer for the 
sick, the case should be committed to God in calm 
faith; not with a storm of excitement. He alone 
is acqu~inted with .the past life of the person, and 
what his future will be. He who is acquainted 
with the hearts of all men, knows whether the 
person, if raised up, would glorify his name, or 
dishonor him by backsliding and apostasy. All 
that we are required to do is to ask God to raise 
them up if in accordance with his will, believing 
that God hears our reasons which we present, and 
the earnest, fervent prayers offered. If the Lord 
sees it will best honor him, he will answer the 
pray~r .. But to ur~e recovery, recovery, without 
submiSSion to the Will of God, is not right. 

What God promises he is able at any time to 
per~orm, and the wor~ he gives his people to do, 
he IS able to accomphsh by them. If his people 
~ill live according to every word he has spoken, 
m so much every good word and promise is fulfilled 
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toward them. If they come short of perfect obe­
dience, the great and precious promises are afar 
off, and they cannot reach the fulfillment. 

All that can be done in praying for the sick is 
to earnestly importune God in their behalf, and 
rest their case in his hands, in perfect confidence. 
If we regard iniquity in our hearts the Lord will 
not hear us. The Lord can do what he will with 
his own. He will glorify himself in working in 
them and by them that wholly follow him, so that 
it shall be known that it is the Lo d, and that 
their works are wrought in God. " If any man 
serve me, him will my Father honor." When we 
come to him we should pray that we might enter 
into, and accomplish, his purpose, and that our 
desires and interests might be lost in his. We 
should acknowledge our acceptance of his will, 
not praying him to concede to ours. It is better 
for us that God does not always answer our .pray­
ers just when we desire, and in just the manner 
we wish. He will do more and better for us than 
to accomplish all our wishes; for our wisdom is 
folly. We have united in earnest prayer around 
the sick bed of men, women and children, and 
have felt in regard to our earnest prayers, they 
were given us back from the dead. In these 
prayers we thought we must be positive, and if 
we exercised faith, we must ask for nothing 
less than life. We dared not say., If it would glo­
rify God, fearing it would admit a semblance of 
doubt. We have interestedly and anxiously 
watched these cases which have been given back, 
as it were, from the dead. We have seen some of 
these, especially youth, raised to health, and for­
get God, become dissolute in life, causing sorrow 
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and anguish to parent~ and friends. They lived 
not to honor and glorify God but to curse him 
with their life of vice, and a ;hame to those who 
feared .to pray. If their life can glorify Thee, let 
them hve, nevertheless not as we will but as thou 
wi~t. We no longer mark out a way; nor seek to 
brmg the Lord to our wishes. Our faith can be 
jus~ as firm, and ~ore reliable, by committing the 
desir~ to the .all-wise ~od, and trusting, with un­
fevensh an Iety, all m perfect confidence with 
him. We have the promise. We know that he 
hea_r~ us if we ask according to his will. Our 
petitiOns must not take the form of a command 
but. of int~rcession for God to do the things w~ 
desue of him. When the church are united they 
will have st;ength and power, but when part of 
them are umted to the world, and many are given 
to covetousness, which God abhors he cannot do 
much for them. Unbelief and sin ;hut them away 
from God. We are so weak that we cannot bear 
much spiritual prosperity, lest we should take the 
glory, and accredit goodness and righteousness to 
ourselves as the reason of the signal blessing of 
God, w~en i~ was all because of the great mercy 
and lo7lng kmdness of our compassionate Heav­
~nly Father, and not because any good was found 
Ill us. 

There should be an influence which will be 
sanctifYing on those around us. This saving en­
nobling influence has been very feeble at B~ttle 
Creek. Friendship for the world has separated 
many from God, while some have min(J'led with 
and partaken of the spirit and influen~e of, th~ 
world. Jesus has passed a day's journey in ad­
vance of them. They can no longer hear his voice 
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counsel, advise, and warn them, and they follow 
their own wisdom and judgment. Many follow a 
course which appears right in their own eyes, but 
afterward proves to be folly. God will not allow 
his work to be mixed with worldly policy. Shrewd, 
calculating men of the world are not the men to 
bear leading positions in this most solemn,,sacred, 
holy work. They must either be converted, or 
engage in that calling appropriate to their world­
loving inclinations, which does not involve such 
eternal consequences. God will never enter co­
partnership with worldlings. Christ gives every 
one his choice: Will ye have me or the world? 
Will you suffer reproach and shame, be peculiar, 
and zealous of good works, even if hated of the 
world, and take my name, or will you choose the 
esteem, the honor, the applause and profits the 
world has to give, and have no part in me ? " Y e 
cannot serve God and mammon." 

Epistle Number One. 

DEAR BRo.-- : I have been shown that 
you were greatly deficient in your duties as a min­
ister. You lack essential qualifications. You do 
not possess a missionary spirit. You have not a 
disposition to sacrifice your ease and pleasure to 
save souls. There are men and women and youths 
to be brought to Christ, and who would embrac~ 
the truth could they have the light presented to 
them. I was shown that in your own vicinity 
there were those who had an ear to hear. · 

I saw you seeking to instruct some but at the 
very time when you needed persevera~ce courage 
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a?d energy, you became faint hearted, distrustful, 
discouraged, and dropped the work. You desired 
your own ease, and allowed an interest which 
might have been on the increase, to go down. 
There might have been an ingathering of souls 
but the golden o portunity passed for that time, be~ 
cause of your lack of energy. I saw that unless 
you decide to gird on the whole armor and are 
willing to endure hardness as a good soldier of the 
cross of Christ, and feel· that you can spend and 
be spent to bring souls to Christ, you should give 
up your profession as a minister, and choose some 
other calling. 

Your soul is not sanctified to the work. You 
do not take the burden of the work upon you. 
You choose an easier lot than that which is ap­
pointed to the minister of Christ. He counted 
n?t his life de~r unto himself. He pleased not 
himself. He hved for others' good. He made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon himself 
the form of a servant. It is not enough to be 
able to present the arguments of our position be­
fore the people. The minister of Christ must pos­
sess an undying love for souls, a spirit of self-de­
n~al,. of s~lf-sacrifice. He should be willing to give 
his hfe, If need be, to the work of saving his fel­
low men for whom Christ died. 

You need a conversion to the work of God. 
You need wisdom and judgment to apply your­
self to the work, and direct your labor. Your ef­
forts and labors are not required among .the 
churches. You should go out in new places and 
prove your work. Go with a spirit to labor to 
convert souls to the truth. If you feel the worth 
of souls, the least indication for good will rejoice 

your heart, and you will persevere, although there 
may be labor and weariness in the effort. Leave 
not a place where there are the least indications 
for good, after you have once agitated the subject 
of truth among the people. Do you expect a har­
vest without labor ? Do you expect Satan will 
yield up his subjects readily to pass from his ranks 
to the ranks of Christ ? Every effort will be made 
on his part to keep subjects bound in fetters of 
darkness under his black banner. Can you ex­
pect to be victorious in winning souls to Christ 
without earnest effort, when you have such a foe 
to face and battle ? 

You must have more co~rage, more zeal, and 
put forth greater efforts, or you will have to de­
cide that you have been mistaken in your calling. 
An easily-discouraged minister does injury to the 
cause he desires to promote, and injustice to him­
self. All who profess to be ministers of Jesus 
Christ should learn wisdom by studying the his­
tory of the man of Nazareth, and also the history 
of Martin Luther, and the lives of other reform­
ers. Arduous were their labors, and they endured 
hardness as faithful soldiers of the cross of Christ. 
You should not shun responsibilities. With mod­
esty, you should be willing to be advised, to be 
instructed. After you have received counsel from 
the wise, the judicious, there is yet a counsellor 
whose wisdom is unerring. Fail not to present 
your case before him, and entreat his direction. 
He has promised that if you lack wisdom and ask 
of him, he will give it to you liberally, and up­
braid you not. The sacred, solemn work in which 
we are engaged, calls for whole-hearted, thorough­
ly-converted men, whose lives are interwoven with 
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the life of Christ. They draw from the living 
vine, sap and nourishment, and flourish in the 
J..~ord. Although they feel the magnitude of the 
work, and are led to exclaim, " Who is sufficient 
for these things ?11 yet they will not shrink from 
labor and toil, but will labor earnestly and unself­
ishly to save souls. If the under shepherds are 
faithful in all their duty, they will enter into the 
joy of their Lord, and have the satisfaction of see­
ing souls saved in Heaven through their faithful 
efforts. E. G. w. 

Epistle Number Two. 

DEAR BRo.-- : I have been waiting for an 
opportunity to write to you, but have been hin­
dered. After my last vision I felt it to be my 
duty to speedily lay before you what the Lord was 
pleased to present to me. 

I was pointed back and shown that for years in 
the past, even before your marriage, there had 
been a disposition to overreach in trade. You 
possessed a spirit of acquisitiveness, a disposition 
for close dealing, which was detrimental to your 
spiritual advancement, and greatly injured your 
influence. Your father's family viewed these 
matters from a worldling's standpoint, rather than 
from the high, exalted standard quoted by our di­
vine Lord : " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and thy 
neighbor as thyself.11 In this you have failed. 

To deal in any way closely and unjustly is dis­
pleasing to God. He will not pass over errors and 
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sins in this direction without thorough confessing 
and forsaking. 

I was pointed far back, and shown the loose 
manner in which you regarded these things. The 
Lord noticed-he marked the transaction of car­
rying to the market that load of-- that were so 
inferior that they could not be profitable to keep, 
therefore, were made to be food and carried to the 
market to be bought and introduced into the stom­
ach as food. That -- was placed upon the table 
for some time to feed our large family in the days of 
our poverty. You were not the only one to be 
blamed in this. Others of your family were alike 
guilty as yourself. It matters not whether that 
-- was designed to be bought by us and eaten 
by us, or by worldlings who would purchase them 
of you. It is the principle of the thing which 
displeased God. You transgressed the command­
ment of God. You did not love your neighbor as 
yourself; for you would have been unwilling to 
have one do the same thing to you. You would 
have considered yourself insulted. An avaricious 
spirit led to this departure from Christian princi­
ples to descend to a species of trading, advantaging 
yourself at others1 disadvantage. 

When the meat-eating question was presented 
before me five years since, showing how little the 
people knew what they were eating for food in the 
shape of flesh-meats, this transaction of yours was 
shown me. The effects upon those who eat the 
meat of these unhealthy animals, are fevers dis­
eased blood, and sickness. Many instances of the 
kind were shown me as being acted over daily by 
worldlings. You, my dear brother, have not seen 
this wrong on your part as the Lord sees it. You 

Test., 16. 4 
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have never felt over this matter, that it was a great 
sin on your part. Many things of like character 
have taken place in your life which you will find 
the recording angel has faithfully chronicled, and 
you will meet them again, unless by repentance 
and confession you make these wrongs right. 

I was bidden to wait and see. I was directed 
to speak plainly, give general principles, and leave 
you to make the application yourself. I was 
shown that God would not frequently point out 
wrongs that were committed by his people, but 
would cause to be given in their hearing general 
principles, close, pointed truths, · and all should be 
open to conviction to see, to feel, and understand 
whether "In this saying thou condemnest us 
also." You have not dealt closely and faithfully 
with your own soul. Said the angel, "I will 
prove him, I will test him, I will walk contrary 
unto him, until he acknowledges the hand of God 
in thus dealing with him." 

I saw that while in W. those connected with 
your family did not move aright. You mani­
fested a close spirit, savoring of overreaching and 
dishonesty. You could have had no influence for 
good in that place until you should redeem the 
past by an entire change of conduct in dealing 
with your fellow men. Your light was darkness 
to the people, and your influence while there was 
a great detriment to the cause of present truth. 
You brought reproach upon the truth, and caused 
your name to be a by word before the people for 
your close dealing. In this you worked fre­
quently below the standpoint of many worldlings 
in regard to honorable dealing. Elder-- can 
do no good in W! His words are as water 
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spilt upon· the ground, for the reason that he was 
connected with you, and took part in this close 
trading. He became like a worldling in many 
respects in business transactions. He was close, 
and fast becoming selfish. His course in many 
things was calculated to destroy his influence, and 
was not becoming a minister of Christ. 

Said the angel, in the vision given at Roches­
ter, 1866, "My hand shall bring adversity. He 
may gather, but I will scatter until he redeems the 
past, and makes clean work for eternity." ~very 
true Christian should feel above condescendmg to 
the low, bartering, trading, spirit of worldlings. 

You are not a miser; you love to be benevolent, 
free, open-hearted and open-handed, but it is the 
spirit mentioned in this l~tter, of not lovi!lg your 
neighbor as yourself; this neglect of seemg and 
making right your wrongs, when the clear, p~e, 
forcible, light of truth ~as told you too plamly 
your duty, that is wrong m you. You are a lover 
of hospitality, and God will no~ give you ov~r to 
be deceived by the great deceiver of mankmd; 
but will come directly to you and show you where 
you err that you may retrace your steps. God 
now calls upon you to redeem. the past, and to 
come up upon a higher plane _of actio.n, and let 
your life record be unspotted With avance, or sel­
fish love of gain. 

Your judgment in worldly things will become 
foolishness unless you dedica~ all to God. . ~ ou 
and your wife are not devotional. . Your spmtu­
ality is not what God would have It to be. Par­
alysis seems to be upon you; yet you are both ca­
pable of exerting a strong influence for ~od a!ld 
for his truth, if you adorn your professiOn With 
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well-ordered lives and godly conversation. You 
frequently get in too great a hurry and then or­
der in a ~urrie~ manner your h~lp. You are 
frequently Impatient, and fret. This is all detri­
mental to your spiritual advancement. 

Time is short, and you have no time to delay the 
pr.eparation .of heart necessary to labor earnestly and 
faithfully for your own souls, and for the salvation 
of your frie~ds and neighbors, and all who come 
under your mfluence. Ever aim to so live in the 
light th~t your influence can be sanctifying upon 
those With whom you are associated in business 
capacity, or in common intercourse. 
T~ere is a ~ullnes~ in J ~sus. Strength you can 

obtam from h1m whwh Will qualify you to walk 
even as he. walked. No separation is allowed in 
your affections from God. He requires the entire 
man, the soul, body, and spirit. The Lord will 
W?rk. for you, and bless you, and strengthen you by 
hiS riCh.grace, when you do all onyourpartwhich 
he reqmres. E. a. w. 

Epistle Number Three. 

DEAR BRo. --:. A yery great solemnity 
has re~ted upon ~y mmd smce the vision given 
me Friday evenmg, June 12. I was shown that 
you ~o not know yourself. You have not felt re­
conCiled to the testimony given in your case and 
have not made. thorough work to reform. I was 
referred to Isaiah. " Is not this the fast that I 
have chosen, to loose the bands of wickedness to 
undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppres~ed 
go free, and that ye break every yoke ? Is it not 
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to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that ye 
bring the poor that are cast out to thy ho~e? 
when thou seest the naked that thou cov~r h1m; 
and that thou hide not thyself from thme own 
flesh ?" If you do these things, the blessings 
promised will be given. 

You may be making the inquiry," Wherefore 
have we fasted, and Thou seest not? Wherefore 
have we afflicted our soul, and Thou takest no 
knowledge ?" God has given reasons why your 
prayers were not answered. You have thought 
that you had found reasons in others, and charged 
the fault upon them, and that a lack in them has 
bindered your prayers. . 

Dear brother, I saw that there exists suffiCient 
reasons in yourself. You have a work to do . ~ 
set your own heart in order. You should reahze 
that the work must begin with yourself. You 
have oppressed-you ha!e taken advantage of 
the necessities of the destitute to advantage your­
self. In regard to means, you have been close, 
and dealt unjustly. You have not possessed a. 
kind noble and generous spirit, which should 
ever 'characterize the life of a foll?we! of. Jesus 
Christ. you have oppressed the hueh~g m her 
wages. You saw one poorly clad, workmg h~rd, 
who you knew was conscientious and God-fearmg. 
Yet you took advantage of her beca~e you could 
do so. I saw that the neglect of seemg and un­
derstanding her wants, and the small ~ages, are 
all written in Heaven as done to Jesus m the pe~­
son of one of his saints. As ye have done th1S 
unto the least of Christ's disciples, ye have done 
it unto him. All your closeness to those who 
have served in your house, Heaven has regarded, 
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and it :W~ll stand faithfully ch~onicled against you 
unless It IS repented of and restitution is made. One 
wrong move does more harm than can be undone in 
years, which, if the wrong doer could see the ex­
tent of the evil, would wring from his soul cries of 
anguish. You are selfish in regard to means. In 
the case of Bro. --, the angel of God pointed 
to. you and said, "Inasmuch as ye have done 
thiS to. one. of Chris~;s disciples, ye have done it to 
Jesus m his person. The cases I have mentioned 
are not the only ones. I would you could see 
these things as Heaven has opened them before 
me. 

It i~ the religion of Christ that you need. 
There IS a sad deception upon minds. Christ 
pleased not himself. He lived for others' good 
He lived to benefit others. You have a work ~ 
do, and should lose no time in humbling your 
heart before God, and by humble confessions re­
move the plots from your Christian character 
Then .can you engage in the solemn work for th~ 
salvatwn of others without making so many mis­
takes. 

What has the .time amounted to, spent as it has 
been? engaged m a work which God did not set 
Y_OU about.? Impressions have been made expe­
riences gamed, which will require much labor for 
the~ to unlearn, and take back. Souls will wan­
der m ~arkness, and unbelief, and perplexity, and 
~orne '!Ill never recover. With deep heart-search­
mg, With. ear?est prayer, with fasting, with stern, 
self-exammatwn of the life, lay bare the soul and 
le~ no act escape your critical examination. Then, 
With self dead, and the life hid with Christ in 
God, offer the humble petition. If ye regard in-
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iquity in your hearts the Lord will not hear you. 
If God had heard your prayers you would have 
been exalted. Satan has stood by prepared to 
make the most of the advantage he has gained .. 

Oh ! how important it is ~hat faithfuln~ss m 
little thinO's characterize our hves, and true mteg-

o . b 
rity mark all our course of actwn, we ?ver e~-
ing in mind that angels of God are takmg cogm­
zance of every act. That which is meted to oth­
ers shall be meted to us again. 

A fearfulness should ever attend you lest you 
should deal unjustly, selfishly. The Lord will by 
sickness and adversity remove from us much more 
tpan we obtain by grinding the face o~ the poor. 
A just God truly estimates all our motives and ac-

tions. 
I was shown Bro. and Sr.--. The love of 

the world has so eaten out true godliness, and be­
numbed the powers of the mind to estimate t~e 
truth, that its influence does not affect the ~Ife 
and character sufficiently to have a transformm.g 
power. The love of this world ~as cl~sed theu 
hearts to compassion, and to a consideratiOn of the 
wants of others. The spirit of the world has sep­
arated them from God. Bro. and Sr., you have a 
work to do to get from beneath the rubbish of the 
world and make earnest efforts to overcome your 
love ~f the world, your selfishnes~, an.d your pe­
nuriousness. This is the sin whiCh IS cursmg 
God's people. I was pointe~ back to the com~u­
nity in which you lived previous to Y.our .movmg 
to --. You were close and exactmg m deal, 
taking advantage in every place w~ere you. could 
well do so. I tried to find acts m your hves of 
noble self-sacrifice and benevolence, but could not, 
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they were so rare. your li h 
others in such a mann g t has shone before 
gusted with you and ;:u:h;:it~hey have felt dis~ 
been reproached by 1 · The truth has 
your everreaching /rour c oseness in deal, and 
and have that hatred ~~ ~~~ heiR you to see all, 
Self and self~interest ha;e IS evil that he has. 
Let your light so shine th t marked your course. 
good. W?rks may be led ~ oihe;s by seeing your 
":ho IS m Heaven. Go g orify your Father 
diSpleased with you d has been, and is still 
you in judgment u r 1 course. !fe will deal with 
spirit of littleness, a:a. ~:e?C:: bnd you;self of this 
the truth. Faith with e san.ctliied through 
alone. Faith will n out works IS dead, being 
. tifi d ever save yo 1 JUS e by works G d . u un ess it is 
rich in good works. ~ req~Ire~ of you to be 
communicate layidgrea "'! to distnbute, willing to 
good foundation a!min~l :~ s;.ore for yourselves a 
may lay hold on eternal Iifle Ime to come, that ye 

. I w~ shown that you ha~e . 
m their wages y h oppressed hireline:s 
your chances, a~d se~~edve taken advantage ~f 
:gures, taking advantage Io~ help at the lowest 
~ not been pleasin to o Circumstances. This 

&at: four help lib~rally G~~i t~ ~u ~hould have 
o nows. He sees H a t ey earned. 

of hearts is acquainted w. t; ;~ads. The Searcher 
poses, and intents of th I h e thoughts, the pur~ 
Ia~ that has been ain e eart: A?d every dol~ 
~m~d, will be sca~ter ed to you m this way, if re~ 
fhctwn. The world e~ through adversity and af~ 
~een the order of the a: wo~ld, the world, has 
t10n of the .. soul has b Y With you. The salva­
you could see in the 1~ohe secondar.r Oh ! that 

Ig t of etermty, just how 
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God views these things. You would be alarmed, 
and would not rest until you had made restitution. 

You had light upon health reform, a.nd yet yo~ 
did not receive it, and live up to it. You grati­
fied the appetite, and indulged your boy to eat 
when and what he chose, teaching him a sad les­
son. You continued the work upon the high­
pressure plan in your love for the world. The hand 
of God was removed, and you were left to your 
own weakness. Then you both tottered over the 
brink of the grave; yet you learned not the les­
son in many things God would have you learn. 
You retained your love for the world. ~our sel­
fish love for gain, your small, close deahng was 
not put away. You did not appreciate the kind 
care, sympathy, and watchful ~nderness. of the 
one who had the care of you m your sickness. 
If you had, it would have led you to manifest a 
spirit of noble benevolence above any cheap deal­
ing with her who had been true to you. You have 
ground the face of the poor ; you have dealt ~n­
justly. "There is that scattereth, and yet m­
creaseth ; and there is that witholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty." It seemed to 
me· as these things were presented before me, that 
Satan had possessed such power to blind minds 
through a love of the world, that even professed 
Christians forgot, or lost all sense of t~e fact, that 
God lives and that his angels are makmg a record 
of all th~ doings of the children of men : that 
every mean act, every small deal, is. placed upon 
the life record. Every day bears Its burden of 
record of unfulfilled duties, of neglect, of selfish­
ness, of deception, of fraud,. of overreaching. 
What an amount of works, evil works, are accu-
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mulating for the fi . 
shall com h' nal Judgment I Wh 
before hi;:; tIS re~ard is with h~ a d h~ Christ 
his works ha~er~~e:r to every ma~ :ccori~i:orks 
be made ! What . W~at a revelation ·n g as 
the acts of th . . confusiOn of fac WI then 
of history I eir hfe are revealed u e to hsome as 

" H k. pon t e pages 
ear en m b I chose th ' Y e oved breth 

heirs ~f tt~}: of this world r:~h h.ath ~ot God 
them that lov Y:pdom which he hathm fait~, and 
poor e Im ? But e h promised to 
a m. What doth it rofit y ave despised the 
Can ~~i~a~ he h~ath f~ith, 'a: ~~ethren, though 
ked ve Im ? If a b ve not works ? 
s ' and destitute of d "1 ~other or sister ben tlfr unto them, Depart . ai Y ood, and one of a-
thi~d, noht~ithstanding I;~ea?e, be ye warmed i~d 
d 

gs w ICh are give them not th 
oth it profit ? E needful for the b d . ose 

works, is dead b .ven so faith if ·~ h' what 
all the truth ' e.Ing alone." Yo I ath not 
out in your I'· yet If its principles u may believe Ives yo are not c · 

Satan b 1· ' ur profession "ll arned 
knows his ~/eve~ and trembles. 'H not skave you. 
great me IS short and he h e wor s. He 
f: 'th power to do his e' 'I as come down . 
ai . . Yet God's VI works accordin I.n 

their faith b th . professed people d g to his 
sh Y eir w k o not sup ortness of t. or s. They b 1. . port 
after this wo II;e, yet are just as e e Ieve m the . 
to stand as . t. s goods as though thger, grasping 
ness marks ~his now, a thousand y e world was 
whoso hath :h?ourse of action of ears. Selfish-
broth h IS world's ds many. "But 

er ave n d goo and h 

Gcomp~ssion fro: h.·and shutteth ~phis ~eet I his 
od In him ? M II~' how dwelleth th olwe s of 

. y Ittle children I e ove of 
' et us not love 
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in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in 
truth. And hereby we know that we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our hea1:ts before Him. 
For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than 
our hearts, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if 
our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God. And whatsoever we ask, we receive 
of him because we keep his commandments, and 
do those things that are pleasing in his sight." 

Divest yourselves of selfishness, and make thor­
ough work for eternity. Redeem the past, and do 
not represent the holy truth you profess in -­
as you have where you have lived hitherto. Let 
your light so shine that others by seeing your good 
wor s, may be led to glorify our Father in Heaven. 
Stand upon the elevated platform of eternal truth. 
Regulate all your business transactions in this 
life, in strict accordance with the word of God. 

E. G. W. 

Epistle Number Four. 

DEAR Bro. --: When we met you at-, 
we were anxious to help you, and we feared you 
would not receive the help there which you 
needed. I proposed your coming to our place and 
associating with us, and others of God's dear chil­
dren, and be learning the lessons so important for 
you to lear.n before you could be strong to endure 
the temptations and perils of these last days. I 
recollected your countenance as one that the Lord 
had shown me who had been struggling for the 
mastery over powerful evil habits, which were 
leading you to the destruction of your own body 
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and your eternal destruction h fte 
gaine.d victories, but you have e~~~ r. y ~u h~ve 
to gam-battles to fight "th . great VICtones 
unless overcome will WI tl mternal foes, which, 
happiness and the h &"rea Y mar your present 
with you. appmess of all who associate 

These bad fruits must b 
take hold of the work . e overcome. you must 
to God, feeling your h~It~ earnest, .humble prayer 
cial grace. The belie/ ofs~ess Without his ape­
wrought a reformation in t e ~ruth has already 
is not as thorough aa it m Y~'b li!'e, yet this work 
to meet the measurement : G ed m order for you 
truth, and it must tak d 0 

· You love the 
and influence your wo:d: a:~~~f hold ~f your life, 

You have a o-reat 1 your eportment. 
lose no time in l~arninge~:on : learn, and should 
tE:d yourself to self-co:t;ol ou hav~ not educa­
VICtory for you to gain y ·h Here IS a special 
ments of war in our .or o~ aye more of the ele-
y ou need to ult.Y gamzatwn than of peace 

. c IVate courtesy d t C . . · 
politeness. " In bon f1 ~n rue hristian 
"Let nothing be done~~ pre erri~g one another." 
but in lowliness of minio}gh strife or vain glory, 
better than themselves." ' et each esteem others 

your combativeness is Iar 
braced, prepared to rebut ev ge, h ~nd you stand 
have a chance. You do not t?t mg where you 
you can see as oth a or to see how near 
their ideas and v· ers see, and have union with 
differ if the . Iews j but you stand all ready to 
so. This . r~ Is a possible chance for you to do 

. . InJures your own I 
spmtual advancem t sou, retards your 
wounds those who~~~~~~ not onl;r grieves and 
but sometimes disgusts th e your smcere frie?ds, 

em, so that your society 
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is not agreeable and pleasant, but annoying. It 
is as natural as your breath to consider the views 
and opinions of others inferior, and your own 
superior to theirs. You often greatly err here, 
and have not all that wisdom and knowledge 
which you give yourself credit for. You often 
set your opinions up above men and women who 
have had many years of experience more than 
yourself, and who are better, far better, qualified 
to direct and give words of wise judgment than 
yourself. But you have not seen these disagree­
able besetments, and therefore have not realized 
the ill and bitter fruit they produced. You have 
long indulged a spirit of contention-of war. 
Your pee liar turn of mind leads you to exult in 
opposites. 

Your education has been deplorable, not favor-
able to your having now a correct experience in 
your religious life. You have had almost every­
thing to unlearn and learn anew. You possess a 
hasty temper which grieves your friends and the 
holy angels, and wounds your own soul. This is 
all contrary to the spirit of truth and true holiness. 
You must learn to cultivate modesty in speaking. 
Self must be subdued. Self must be kept in sub­
jection. A Christian will not pursue a course of 
bickering and contention with even the most 
wicked and unbelieving. How wrong to indulge 
this spirit with those who believe the truth, and 
are seeking for peace, love, and harmony. Says 
Paul, " Be at peace among yourselves."· This 
spirit of contention is opposed to all the principles 
of Heaven. In Christ's sermon on the mount, he 
says, " Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the children of God." " Blessed arc the 
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meek, for they shall inherit the earth." You will 
have trouble everywhere you go, unless you learn 
the lesson God designs you should. You should 
be less confident and forward in your own opinion. 
You should possess a teachable spirit, that of a 
learner. "He that is slow to anger is better than 
the mighty j and he that ruleth his own spirit 
than he that taketh a city." "He that is slow to 
wrath is of great understanding j ·but he that is 
hastyofspiritexaltethfolly." Says James,"Where­
fore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath j for the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of 
God." 

A spirit of self-confidence is in keeping with 
your experience. Had you a more thorough ex­
perience in the things of God, you would realize 
that all these fruits are bad. They are bitter and 
nourish no one, but fill all who partake of them 
with bitterness. You possess an overbearing dic­
tatorial spirit, which you must overcome. I 'have 
strong hope that you, my dear brother, who have 

. shown that you have moral courage to face an en­
emy in yourself, and fortitude to battle with the 
foe of appetite and strong evil habits, which girded 
you about as with iron bands, will come right in 
this ~bing, will go to work right here, and gain 
the VIctory. You have possessed a reckless spirit, 
have felt that no one cared especially for you, that 
most everybody was your enemy, and that it was 
of no consequence what became of you. The 
truth found you miserable. You saw in it a 
power that would exalt you, and impart to you 
force and strength that you had not. You grasped 
the rays of light that shone upon you j and if you 
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. . ourself fully to the influence. of 
wthll t n~~ 1~e~rf thoroughly conv~rt lou, sanchtif~ 

e r d ' e you for the fimshmg touc o you, an . prepar 

immortality. od traits of character-
you possess many go d wants you to be right, 

have a liberal heart. Go '11' , to be dictated or 
. · ht You are unWI mg . ' 
JUSt ri~ · y t to do all that busmess to be directed ou wan te ch 

elf But humility you must poss~ss, a f 1~ f 
ybourl s : I't affable patient, longsuffermg, u o a e spu ' ' 
gentleness and ~ercy. £ and want to help 

we have an mterest or you, r 'th a 
I ra ou to receive these mes WI 

Y?u. .P. y y d let them suitably affect your 
nght sp It, an E G. w. 
heart and life. · 

RESPONSE. 

W . The testimony I received yester-
SR. HITE • 11 ·ted rebuke for 

day, I look upon as a we -men u I earn~stly 
which I feel truly thankful I~J~uily sensible of 
hope to be an overcomer. k I have to do yet I 
the magnitudGe od~ tho. :~rg grace I shall be able 
trust that by o s assis I -- --. 
to conquer. 

Epistle Number Five. 

S . June 12, 1868, B AND R. -- . 
DEAR RO. h' 'n reference to your 

h some t mQ'S I · 
I was s own ~k to do but see It not. 

y have a WOI ' h ld cases. ou b en burden-bearers. you s ou 
You have n~t ~ t . th work and cause of God feel greater mteies m e 

than you do. h t are blinded by the love I was sQ.own t a you 
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of the world, so that you do not see how great an 
influence the world has over you. You do not 
feel that a special weight of responsibility rests 
upon you. You do not realize the importance of 
the time, and the work to be accomplished. You 
are like persons asleep. Unity is strength. There 
are so many backward ones, who take no burdens, 
that there is great feebleness in the church. You 
are not workers with Christ. The spirit of the 
world is shutting from your hearts impressions 
which the truth should make. It is important 
that every one now come up to the work, and act 
as though they were living men, laboring for the 
salvation of souls who are perishing. If all in the 
church would come up to the help of the Lord, 
we should see a revival of his work such as we 
have not hitherto witnessed. God requires this 
of you, and of each member of the church. It is 
not left with you to decide whether it is best for 
you to obey the call of God. Obedience is re­
quired, and unless you obey, you will stand on 
worse than neutral ground. Unless you are fa­
vored with the blessing of God, you have his curse. 
He -requires you to be willing and obedient, and 
he says, Y e shall eat the good of the land. A 
bitter curse is pronounced on those who come not 
up to the help of the Lord. " Curse ye Meroz, 
said the angel of the Lord. Curse ye bitterly the 
inhabitants thereof, because they came not up to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty." 

Satan and his angels are in the field to oppose 
every step of advance God's people make, and the 
help of every one is required. The influence of 
unbelieving friends affects you more than you are 
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aware of. They bring you no strength, but dark­
ness and unbelief. 

Bro. and Sr.--, you have an individual work 
in the vineyard of the Lord. You have thought 
and cared too much for yourselves. Set your 
hearts in order and then be in earnes~. Inquire, 
" Lord what ~ilt thou have me to do." God re­
quires 'of you a deep, earnest reaching out af~r 
him. He bids you search your own hearts dili­
gently, to discover all t~ere that pre~ents yo"?r 
bringing forth much frmt, and that frmt that 'YI!l 
remain. Why you possess no more of the Spmt 
of God is you do not chee!fully bear the cross of 
Christ. !n the last vision, I saw that you we~e 
deceived in regard to your strength of love for this 
world. The cares of this world, and the deceit­
fulness of riches, choke the word, and you become 
unfruitful. God has required us to bear much 
fruit. He will not command, without giving wi~h 
the command power for the performance ~f 1t. 
God will not do our part of the work, neither 
does he require that we do his. It is God that 
worketh in us but we must work out our own 
salvation with fear and trembling. " Faith with­
out works is dead, being alone." Faith must be 
sustained by works. The doers of the work are 
justified before God. Y ?u displease God in talk­
ing of your poverty, while you haye abundance. 
All that you possess belongs to him, yet he has 
seen fit to make you a stew~rd of it for a sho.rt 
-time. God is testinO' and provmg you. How will 
you bear the test? 

0
He will require his own with 

llSury. 
You have fixed your eyes upon the things you 

have done in different directions, and it looks 
Tnt., 16. 6 
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large to you. But had you done very much more, 
you would have done no more than your duty, and 
you would have been far happier had your hearts 
expanded, and your hands dispensed to the cause 
of God an~ the needy. God calls for you to bring 
your offermg to the altar, and not hold it within 
reach merely, but lay it on the altar. The altar 
sanctifies the gift when it is placed upon it, and 
not before. 

You are not as separate from the world as God 
requires you to be. You see not, and do not un­
derstand your danger. You are led astray by 
your love of the world. You both need to take a 
deeper draught at the fountain of truth. 

Unless you do come into a different condition, 
where you can honor God with your influence and 
your substance, the curse of God will come upon 
you. You may gather, but God will scatter. In­
stead of your health springing forth speedily you 
will become like a. withered branch. God' calls 
for workers-men who can and will feel fo1· the 
salvation of souls, and will sacrifice anything that 
they may be saved. No other one can do this 
'!ork for you. The o:ffering.s of others, if ever so 
hberal, can not take the place of yours. It is a 
surrender to God which you have to make, which 
no other can .make for you. It is only the Spirit's 
power, workmg through mighty faith, that can 
make you able to successfully resist the many 
snares Satan has laid for your feet. The words 
and example of your Redeemer will be the light 
and strength of your he.art. If you follow and 
trust in him, he will not leave yoq to perish. You 
fear too much the displeaslU'e of thoa~ who do not 
love and serve God. Why ahould yoll wish tq 
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keep thE) friendship of your Lord's enemies? or 
be influenced by their opinions ? " Know ye 
not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God?" If the heart was right, there would be a 
more decided separation from the world. 

The Lord would have done a great and good 
work in this vicinity last spring, had all felt the 
need of this work, and come up to the help of the 
Lord. There was not union of action. All did 
not feel the necessity of the work, and engage in 
it heartily. There was not a surrendering of all 
to God. You were shown me as being troubled 
and perplexed, a mist of darkness gathering over 
you. You were questioning. You were not i~ a 
position receive stren.gth yourselves, nor to. Im­
part it to others. It IS a solemn, fearful time. 
Here is no room for idols, no place for concord 
with Belial, nor place for friendship with the 
world. Those whom God accepts and sanctifies to 
himself are called to be diligent and faithful in 
his service, being set apart and devoted to him. 
It is not a form of godliness, nor a name upon the 
church records, that constitute a "living stone" 
in the spiritual building. It is being renewed in 
knowledge and true holiness, being crucified to 
the world and made alive in Christ, that unites 
the soul to God. The followers of Christ have one 
leading object in view. The one great wor~, the 
salvation of their fellow men. Every other mter­
est should be inferior to this, and this great en­
terprise should engage the earnest effort and the 
deepest interest. 

God first requires the heart-the affections. 
He requires his follow~rs to lov~ and ser~e him 
with all their heart, w1th all then soul, ~th all 
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tlieir strength. His commandments and grace are 
adapted to our necessities, and without them we 
cannot be saved, do what we may. Acceptable 
obedience he requires. The offering of goods, or 
any service, will not be accepted without the 
heart. The will must be brought into subjection. 
The Lord requires in you a consecration to him, 
and a greater separation from the spirit and influ­
ence of the world. 

" But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priest-­
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should show forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light." Christ has called you to be his followers, 
to imitate his life of self-sacrifice and self-denial, 
to be interested in the great work of the redemp­
tion of the fallen race. You have no just sense 
of the work God requires you to perform. Christ 
is your pattern. That in which you are deficient, 
is love. This pure principle, holy love, distin­
guishes the character and conduct of Christians 
from worldlings. Divine love has a powerful, pu­
rifying influence. It is to be found in the re­
newed heart, and where this exists, love will nat­
urally flow out to your fellow men. 

"Love one another," says our Saviour, "as I 
have loved you. Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Christ has given us an example of pure, disinter­
ested love. You have not as yet seen your defi­
ciency in this respect, and your great need to have 
this heavenly attainment, without which, all your 
good purposes, your zeal, even if it be of that na­
ture that you could give your goods to feed the 
poor, and your body to be burned, is nothing. 
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Charity you need which su:ffereth long, is not eas­
ily provoked, b~areth all things, believet~ all 

· things, hopeth all things, endureth all thm.gs. 
Without the spirit of love, no one can be hke 
Christ. With this living principle in the so11l, no 
one can be like the world. . 

The conduct of Christians is like their Lord. 
He has erected the standard, and it is ~eft for us · 
to say whether we will rallY: aro~nd It! ?r no~. 
Our Lord and Saviour laid aside his dommwn, hiS 
riches and glory, an~ sought after us, ~hat .he 
might save us from misery, and make us hke h~­
self. He humbled .himself, and took upon ~rm 
our nature that we might be able to learn of hrm, 
and follow him, step by step, imitating his l!fe of 
benevolence and self-denial, and follow him to 
Heaven. You cannot equal the copy, ~u.t you 
can resemble it, and according to your abihty do 
likewise. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy G:od 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength;' and thy neighbor as thyself:" 
That love must dwell in your hearts, that you WI~l 
be ready to give the treasures and honors of this 
world if thereby you may influence one soul to 
engage in the service of Christ. . 

God bids you with one hand, faith, take hold 
of his mighty arm, and with .the .other hand, love, 
reach · perishing souls. Christ 1~ the way, the 
truth and the life. Follow him. Walk not 
after 'the flesh, but after the Spirit. Walk even 
as he walked. This is the will of God, even yo~ 
sanctification. The work you have to perf~rm , IS · 
to do the will of him who sustains your hfe for 
his glory. If you labor for yourselv~s, 1t can 
profit you nothing. To labor for others good, to 
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be less self-caring, but more in earnest to devote 
all to God, will be acceptable to him and be re-
turned by his rich grace. ' 

God hp,s not apportioned you your lot, to merely 
watch over and care for yourselves. You are re­
quired to minister to, and watch over others and 
in this exercise you will develop your' errors,' that 
you may correct them, and will strengthen the 
we.ak points in your character that need strength­
enmg. To remove from us everything which is not 
exactly agreeable, is not imitating Christ. This 
~ the.part of the work we have to perform; not 
IIDpatlen.tly, fretfully, unwillingly, but cheerfully, 
gladly, m order to reach Christian perfection. 
You should be very jealous of the honor of God. 
How circumspectly should you walk where now 
your course in some things is not as 'it should be. 
If you. could se? the pure angels with their bright, 
searchmg eyes mtently fixed on you, watching to 
record how the Christian glorifies his Master ; or 
could you observe the exulting yet sneering tri­
umph of the Devil's angels, as' they trace out ev­
~ry .~rooked way, and then quote Scripture which 
IS vwla~d, and compare the life with this Scrip­
ture whiCh you profess to follow, but from which 
you swerve, you would be astonished and alarmed 
for yourselves. It takes the entire man to make 
a valiant Christian. Oh, what blind, short-sighted 
cr~atures we are ! How little do we discern sacred 
thmgs, and how feebly do we comprehend the 
riches of his grace. 

One thing I wis~ to impress upon your minds. 
You have t~e speCial mediums of Satan closely 
connected With you, and their power and influence 
has a manifest effect upon you, because you do 
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not remain near enough to God to insure the 
special. aid of angels that excel in.strength. Yo~r 
union. IS altogether too s~rong w1th your Lor~ s 
enemies and you perceive not that you are m 
d:tng~r of making shipwreck qf your fai~h. If 
you encoura(J'e, in the least, the temptatiOns of 
Sa;tan, you place yourselves upon his battle­
ground, and then t~e confl~ct will be l.ong a~d 
sore before you obtam th~ viCtory and trmmph m 
the name of Jesus who has conquered him. 

Satan has great advantages., He possessed ~he 
wonderful intellect of an angel s powers, of whiCh 
few form any just idea. Satan was consciou~ of 
his power, or he would not have engaged 1~ a 
conflict with the mighty God, the everlastmg 
Father and the Prince of Peace. Satan closely 
watche~ events, and then will take one who has 
especially a strong spirit to oppose the truth of 
God and will even reveal unfulfilled events, that 
he dtay secure himself a seat more firmly in their 
hearts. He who did not hesitate to brave a con­
flict with Him who holds creation as in his hand, 
has malignity to persecute and deceiye. He holds 
mortals in his snare at the present time. He has 
lost none of his skill and his shrewdness during 
his experience of nearly six thousand years. All 
this time he has been a close observer of all that 
concerns our race. 

Those who have bitterly opposed the truth of 
God, Satan uses as his mediums. He will appear 
to them, assuming the person and g~rb of anoth~r. 
He may select a friend of the medmm. He w1ll 
increase their faith by using the words and re­
counting instances ~hich really haye taken place, 
of which the medmm knew nothmg, or that are 
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about to take place. Sometimes previous to a 
death, or an accident, he gives a dream, or per­
sonates another and converses with the medium. 
He even imparts knowledge by means of his sug­
gestions. It is not wisdom from above but from 
beneath. The wisdom taught by Sata~ will be 
opposed to t~te truth, unless, to serve his purpose, 
he clothes himself apparently with the light which 
enshrouds angels. He will come t<1 a certain class 
of minds an~ will sanction a part of what Christ's 
followers beheve to be truth, while the other part 
he warns them to reject as dangerous and fatal 
error. 

Satan is a master workman. His infernal wis­
dom he employs with good success. He is ready 
and abl~ to tea~h those who reject the counsel of 
God agamst their own souls. He will clothe with 
eve.ry possible good, and make attractive, the bait 
~hiCh .he has found will avail in bringing souls 
mto his net, and fasten his hellish grasp upon 
them. All who are thus ensnared will have 
lea~ned their lesson at a dreadful expense, that of 
sellm.g Hea~m~ and immortality for a deception 
that IS f~ta~ m Its c?nsequences. This adversary, 
the Devil, IS ~ot VOid ~f wis.dom or strength. He 
goeth about hke a roarmg hon, seeking whom he 
~ay devour.. He will work "with all power, and 
Signs, and lymg wonders, and with all deceivable­
ness of unrighteousness in them that perish ; be­
c;ause they receive not the love of the truth that 
they might be saved." Because they rejected the 
truth," God sh~ll send. them strong delusion, that 
they should beheve a he; that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. We hav~ a power-
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ful, deceptive foe to contend with, and o'?r only 
safety is in Him who is to come, who Will con­
sume with the spirit of .his m?uth, ~nd destroy 
with the brightness of his commg, this arch de­
ceiver. 

I commend this to you in the fear of God, a~d 
implore you to arise from the dead, and ChriSt 
shall give you life. E. G. w. 

Epistle Number Six. 

DEAR SIST_ER --- : It was my intentio~ to 
have some conversation with you before leavmg 
---, . utI was prevented by ~an~ things occur­
ring to hinder me. . I do not ~nte With very ho~e­
ful feelings that th1s letter will make any speCial 
change in your course of conduct so far as your 
religious experience is concerned. 

I have felt very sad in regard to you. I have 
dwelt, in the meetings held in---, upon general 
principles, and have soug~t to reach hearts, hop­
ing to bear a testimony whiCh would ?ffect a c~ange 
in your religious life. I ~ave tned to wrtte as 
given in Testimony No: 12, m r~gard to ~he dan­
gers of youth. That view was given me m Roch­
ester. There I was shown that there had bee~ a 
mistake made in your instruction from your child­
hood up. Your parents had thought, and had 
talked it in your hearing, that you were a natu.ral 
Christian. Your sisters had a love for you W~Ich 
savored of idolatry more than of sanctificatiOn. 
Your parents have had an ~nsanctifie~ love for 
their children, which has bhnded their ~yes to 
their defects. At times this has been different, 
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when ~hey have been somewhat aroused. But you 
have been petted and praised, until your eternal 
interest is endangered. 

I saw that you knew not yourself. You have 
3: sel_f-righteousness whi~~ fastens you in decep­
tiOn m regard to your spmtual attainments. you 
have, at times, felt a sense of the influences of the 
Spirit of God. But the transformation by the re­
newing of the mind you are a stranger to. " Be 
not conformed to this world ; but be ye transformed 
by the. renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what IS that good, and acceptable and perfect 
will of God." You have not had this experience; 
therefore have no anchor. You are not a Chris­
t~an; and yet it has been talked to you all your 
hfe that you were a natural Christian. You have 
taken it for granted that you were all right when 
yo~ were v~ry far from being accepted of God. 
This deception has grown with your growth and 
strengthened wi~h your strength, and thre~tens 
to prove y~ur r~m. Your parents have felt jeal­
ous for thmr children, and if reports of supposed 
slights have been brought to them by their chil­
dren, they have felt interested, and aroused at 
once, and have sympathized with them and stood 
directly in the way of their spiritual g~od. 

You and your sister --- have had a great 
amount of that pride which will be made as stubble 
in the day of God. Self-love and self-pride, pride 
?f appearance and of dress, have prevailed. Self­
Ishness has held you from good. You both must 
have a thorough conversion a thorouah renewing 
of the mind, a thorouah transforma~ion or you 
will have no part in th~ kingdom of God: Your 
appearance, your good looks, your dress, will not 
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bring you into favor with God. It is m?ral worth 
that the great I AM notices. There IS no r~al 
beauty of person nor of character out of Ch~Ist. 
N 0 real perfection of manners or dep?r.tment Wit~­
out the sanctifying graces .of the spmt of humil­
ity sympathy and true holmess. i have been shown that there will be souls lost 
through your influence and example. You ha~e . 
had light. You have had privileges. You will 
have to render an account for al~ these. You are 
not naturally religious or devotwnal, b~t have to 
make special efforts if you keep your mi~ds upon 
religious things. Self is promment with you. 
Your self-esteem is very large, but remember, 
Heave looks at moral worth, and estima~s the 
character as precious and valuable by t~e mw_a~d 
adorning, the ornament of a meek and 9.met spmt, 
which is in the sight of God of great pnce .. Costly 
array, outwar~ a~orning,. personal .attract~ons, a~l 
sink into ins1gmficance m companson .with ~~18 
valuable attainment, a meek and qme~ spmt. 
Your interest and love for your own ~nJoyment 
and gratification, your lack of consecratiOn and of 
devotion have been detrimental to many. Those 
who wer~ ·backslidden you could. no~ ~enefit, for 
your lives were like the worldlmgs m gene:aL 

Those who visit --- carry away the mi­
pressions which you, with oth~r. of the youth, 
who enjoy not experimental rehgwn, .have .m~de 
upon them, that there is no reality m rehgwn. 
Pride in them is strengthened, love of show, love 
of lightness and o~ ple~sure i~ increased, and the 
sense of sacred thmgs IS not discerned. They re­
ceive the impression that they have been too c?n­
scientious, too particular. For if those who hve 
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in ---, right at the center of the eat 
work, ·are no more influenced by solemn trfths 
~n presented, why should they be so particular? 

y should they be afraid of enjoyin them 
selves, when this seemed to be th . gf h -h e aiDl o t ose 
w 0 we:e of longer experience in __ _ 

The mfluence of the youth in · te d h ---ex n s 
eve~y w ere, as far as they are known and 
~heir unconsecrated lives are proverbial . and none 
t:ve had more influence in the wrong direction 
a~ yourselves. you have dishonored your ro­

fesswn, and been miserable representatives of~he 
truth. Says the True Witness " I know th 
works, that thou art neither cold ~or hot . I woula 
thou wert cold or hot. So then, becaus~ thou art 
l~kewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue 
t ee out of my mouth." Were you cold there 
would be some ~ope that you would be con~erted 
but where self-righteousness girds one ab t . ' 
~teadhof tdhe righteousness of Christ, the de~~pti~: 
IS so ar to be seen d th If . 
so difficult b ' an e se -righteousness 
most diffi ~ toe puht away, that the case is the 
. . cu reac . An unconverted godless 

t
shmner Ishstanding in a more favorable c~ndition 

an sue . 
you are a stumbling-block to sinners yo 

lack. of .consecration is marked. you scatter fro: 
C~nst mstead of gathering with him. If God 
will help ~e to tear off your self-righteous ar­
J:?ents I will ha:e hope that you may redeem 1he 
time, and your hves yet be exemplary. You have 
?een frequently aroused, but as often sink back 
~?to 1ou: former do-nothing, self-righteous condi­
y~~ a~~ng ha name to live while you are dead. 

pri e t reatens to be your ruin. God has 
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spoken to you upon this point. If you make no 
reformation, afil.iction will come upon you, and 
your joy be turned to heaviness, until you humble 
your hearts under the hand of God. Your pray­
ers God does not accept. They come from hearts 
filled with pride and selfishness. You, ---, are 
vain, and you have lived an aimless life, when, 
had you been humble, and lived to bless others 
with your life, you would have been a blessing to 
yourself and to all around you. May God forgive 
your parents and sisters for the part they have 
acted in making you what you are, just that which 
God cannot accept, just that which, if you remain, 
the same will be stubble for the fire to consume 
in the dQ>y of God. 

When I was shown in regard to the spirit of 
selfishness existing in those who were working in 
the Office, that there were some who were merely 
working for wages, as though engaged in any com­
mon enterprise, you were both among the number. 
You were both selfish and self-caring. Your anx­
iety was to please yourselves and to obtain higher 
wages. This spirit has, to quite an extent, cursed 
the Office, and Heaven frowns upon it. There 
have been too many eager to grasp means. All has 
been wrong. A worldly spirit has come in, and 
_Christ has been shut out. May God pity his peo­
ple. And I hope you will be converted. 

You have possessed a spirit of levity, and have 
been vain and trifling in your conversation. Oh ! 
how seldom has Jesus been mentioned. His re­
deeming love has not called forth gratitude, and 
into exercise words of praise, of devotedness, and 
expressions calculated to magnify his name and 
his undying, self-sacrificing love. What has been 
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the theme of your conversation ? What thoughts 
~welt upon ~ith the greatest pleasure ? In truth 
It can be said that Jesus and his life of sacrifice 
and his exceeding precious grace, the redemptio~ 
he has so dearly earned for you, are scarcely in all 
y~ur thoughts; but trifling things occupy the 
~m.d. T? plea~e yourselves, to accomplish objects 
m hfe wh!ch smt your pleasure, this is the burden 
of the mmd. I can but wish you had not pro­
fessed to be risen with Christ for you have not 
c?mplie? with t.he requirement. " If ye then be 
risen With Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
G~d. Set your affections on things above, not on 
thmgs on the earth; for ye are dead and your 
life is hi~ with Christ in God." Ask' yourselves 
the questiOn, ~ave I complied with the require­
ments here laid down by the inspired apostle ? 
Have I evidenced by my life, my death to th~ 
world, that my life is hid with Christ in God ? 
Am I submerged in Christ? Do I draw suste­
nance and support from him who has promised to 
be to me a present help in every time of need? 
You have a formal religion, but have not a special 
s~nse of your weakness, your corruption, and your 
VIleness by nature. 

" A t I Chr. . '" · na ura IStian . This deceptive idea 
has serv~d many as a garment of self-righteous­
ness, whiCh has led to a supposed hope in Christ 
w~ere ~here was no experimental knowledge of 
h~m-his experience, his trials, his life of self-de­
mal, and self-sacrifice. Their righteousness which 
they coun.t so much upon is only as filthy rags. 
Says Christ, the beloved teacher, "He that will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 

79 

his cross and follow me." Yes, follow him 
through evil as well as through good report. . Fol­
low him in befriending the most needy and fnend­
less. Follow him in being forgetful of self, 
abundant in acts of self-denial, self-sacrifice to ~o 
others good. When reviled, ~eviling not agam. 
Manifesting love and co~pa~swn for the falle_n 
race. He counted not his hfe dear, but gave It 
up for us all. Follow him from the lowly manger 
to the cross. He was our example. He tells you 
that if you would be his discipl~ to take the cr~ss, 
the despised cross, and follow hun. Can ye drmk 
of the cup ? Can ye be baptized with the b~p-
tism? 

Your fruits testify that you are strangers to 
Christ? Doth a fountain, at the same place, 
send forth sweet water and bitter ? Can the fig­
tree bear olive berries ? either a vine, figs? So 
can no fountain yield salt water and fresh. Who 
is wise and endued with knowledge among you? 
let him show out of a good conversation his w?rks 
with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter 
envying and strife in your he~rts,. glory not, and 
lie not against the truth. This Wisdom descen~­
eth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devi!­
ish. For where envying and strife are, th~re IS 

confusion, and every evil work. But the Wisdom 
that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be entr~a~d, full o~ mercy and 
good fruits , without part1ahty, and w1th~ut hypo.c­
risy. And the fruit of righteousness IS sown m 
.Peace of them that. make peace. . 

Here are the frmts recounted, whiCh are marked 
eYidences of the change from one walking in the 
vj~o:t ,of Jife to one who has met with a change so 
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marked as to be represented by death. From liv­
ing, active life, to death l What a striking figure l 
None need be deceived here. If this transformation 
has not been experienced by you, rest not. Seek 
the Lord with all your hearts. Make this the all­
important business of your lives. · 

You have an account to render for the good you 
might have done during your life, had you been in 
the position in which God required you to be, and 
for which he has made ample provision. But you 
have failed to glorify God upon the earth, and 
save souls around you, because you did not avail 
yourselves of that grace and strength, wisdom and 
knowledge, which Christ has provided for you. 
You knew his will, but did it not. There will 
have to be a most manifest reformation in you 
both, or you will never hear from Jesus " Well 
done, good and faithful servant." ' 

In the evening of June 12, after readin()' the 
foregoing to the church, I was shown that 

0
while 

you are careless, proud, selfish, and indifferent to 
the salvation of souls, Death is doing his work. 
One after another is leaving you, and passing to 
the grave. What has been your influence over 
those who assembled in your social gatherings ? 
What has been said or done to lead souls to Christ? 
Have you been instant in season, out of season, to 
do your whole duty? Are you ready to meet at 
the bar of God those with whom you have mingled 
in your social gatherings ? especially that class 
who have been thrown under your influence and 
who have died out of Christ? Are you prepared 
to say that your skirts are clear of their blood ? 
I will mention one case, that of---. Will no 
reproach fall upon you from her ? You, who 
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were surrounded with good home influences ? 
You who had every favorable opportunity to de­
velop good Christian ~haracters,. felt no burden of 
souls. Pleasure vamty and pnde were fostered 
by you, and yo~ acted Y?ur pa!t in disgracing 
your profession and leadmg th1s poor soul, who 
had been tossed about and buffeted by Satan, to 
doubt the reality of the t~u~h, and the g~nuine- . 
ness of the Christian rebg10n. Your fnvolous 
conversation in common with others of the young, 
was disgusti~g. There w~s nothing noble and el­
evated in the turn your mmds took. It was com­
mon chit-chat and gossip, the silly, vain l~ugh, the 
jesting, and the joking. Angels have w~1tten the 
scenes you have acted over and over agam. Not­
withstan ing the most solemn appeals have been 
made to you, and you have been reproved, re­
buked and warned, you are more censurabl~ than 
other youth. You have had longer expenence, 
and greater knowledge of the truth. You have 
lived the longest at ---. You were among 
the first to profess to believe the truth, an? to be 
Christ's followers; and your cours.e of vamty an? 
pride has done more toward shapmg the expen­
ence of the youth in ---, than any other ones .• 
Those who have been converted to the truth, you 
have as it were taken by the hand and united 
thed to the world. Great guilt and sin rest upon 
you and also upon your parents, who have flat­
ter~d your pride and folly. They have s~pa­
thized with you when reproved, and have given 
you to understand they thought it uncalled for. 
you, ---, have thought yourself handsome. 
Your parents h~ve fiatter~d you. You have sought 
acquaintance with unbelievers. You have acted 

Teet., 18. e 
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unbecoming a prudent, modest girl, aside from 
your profession. But when it is taken into the 
account that you profess to be a follower of the 

_ meek and lowly Jesus, you have disgraced your 
profession. 0 ---, did you think those clerks 
could not see through the gloss you threw about 
you? Did you think they were so captivated 
with your pretty face that they could not see be­
neath the surface, and read your true superficial 
character ? When you placed upon your head the 
adorning borrowed from Sr.---'s store and 
then displayed yourself as if on exhibition b~fore 
those clerks, did you think this was not discerned ? 
Did you think that angels of God were in attend­
ance, and that their pure eyes were reading your 
thoughts, the intents and purposes of the heart 
and taking cognizance of every act, and delinen: 
ting your true, frivolous character? While you 
were engrossed with your small talk to the clerk 
with whom you were fascinated, because he flat­
tered your vanity, could you have stood before 
the loo~ing Plass you would have seen the gestures, 
the wh1spermg~, among those who were o.bserving 
you, ~nd la1,1ghmg, because you were making such 
a foohsh show. You were bringing a stain upon 
the cause of truth. Could you have entered that 
store unobserved a short time after you stepped 
out, and have heard the conversation after you 
had lingered as long as decency would permit you 
would have learned some things you never tho~ght 
of before. You would have been wounded and 
humbled to learn how you were viewed by even 
frivolous cler~s: T~e very one who flattered you 
to your face, JOmed m the laugh and sport of his 
companions upon your vain course. 
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You might have an influence for good in---, 
and honor your Redeemer. But instead of this 
you have made yourself the speech of flattering 
clerks and beardless youth. This unbecoming 
course has been remarked by very many, and 
those who have noticed these inconsistencies, un­
believers thoucrh they may be, and profess respect 
for you, . yet they despise you in their hearts. 
You are following the footsteps of ---, and 
unless your parents awake ~nd open th.eir ey~ ~ 
your folly they will share m your gmlt. Sm 18 

upon the~, and upon yo~Ir sisters, fo~ the course 
they have taken in fostermg your pnd? and flat­
tering your vanity. If you and your SISters ~ere 
in a s ved state you would all feel ~he perilous 
condition of the unsaved. The day will come, un­
less a great change is wrought in you, when you 
will hear from many lips, I associated with these 
Christians yet they never told me of my danger. 
They nev~r warned me. I thought that if I was 
in danger of being lost, these would not rest day 
nor night without arousing me to see my l?St co~­
dition. Now I am lost. If I had been IU the1r 
place and had seen one in a similar condition, I 
would not have rested until I had made them sens­
ible of their state, and pointed them to the only 
One who can save them. You ha~e been good 
and pleasing servants of Satan, whlle you have 
professed to be servants of Jesus Christ. 
Sr.-, you have been so exalted by the 

esteem you have had of yourself that you have 
had no just sense of the estimate observers have 
had of your shallowness of character. They.count 
you a coquette, and you have justly earned this 
reputation. It would have been much more prof-
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itable for you to have heeded the exhortation of 
the apostle, " Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning, . . . but the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
in the sight of God of great price." 

Your parents have greatly failed in the educa­
tion of their children. They have suff~red them 
to be released from burdens, which it was highly 
important for them to bear. Because they chose 
to please themselves they were permitted to re­
main in bed, dozing away the sweetest and loveli­
est hours of the morning, while their indulgent 
parents were up, toiling with life's burdens. 
These children have not learned to resist their 
inclinations. They have not learned to wrestle 
against their own desires. They have not learned 
to endure hardness. They have been excused in 
a great meaBure from home burdens, which has 
been an injury to them. They have never learned 
the act of self-denial, or self-sacrifice. To apply 
themselves to a task which did not meet their taBte 
they could not submit to do. Their education i~ 
greatly deficient. Yet pride, vain, vaunting pride 
fills the hearts of --, and -- haB had 
pride to think herself superior to her associates ; 
that they were not worthy of much attention and 
courtesy from her. With this she has a set will 
stub'h?rn to do abo.ut as she pleases, regardless of 
the WIShes, convemences and necessities of others. 
Her disposition . is an unhappy one, which will 
cause, unless entirely overcome, many a shadow to 
darken her pathway, and imbitter the life of her 
best friends. E. G. w. 
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Epistle Number Seven. 

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN --·-: 
I was shown, June 12, that the love of the world 
was to a great extent taking the place of love to 
God. You are situated in a pleas~t country, fa­
vorable to worldly prosperity. Th1s places you 
where you are exposed to continual ~mptations of 
having your interest swallowed up m the world, 
and yon engaged in laying up treasure upon the 
earth. Your hearts will be where your tr~ure 
is. You are situated where there ~re temptatiOns 
to be plunging deeper and deeper mto. the world, 
and continuing to accumulate, and wh~le thus en­
gaged the mind has become engrossed m the cares 
of this life to such an extent as to shut out true 
godliness. But few realize the deceitfulness of 
riches. Those who are anxious to acquire means 
are so bent upon this one object as to ma~~ the 
religion of Christ a secondary matter. Spmtual 
things are not valued, and are not sought after; 
for the love of gain has eclipsed ~he . he.avenly 
treasure, and the prize of eternal hfe, 1f JUdged 
by the effort, zeal, perseverance and ea~n~stn~ 
exhibited by these who profess to be ~hriSttans, 18 

not half as valuable as earthly poss~10ns. Co~­
pare the earnest effort after th~ thu~gs of. th1s 
earth with the langnid, weak, mefliCient, s1ckly 
effort for spirituality and a heavenly treasure. 
No wonder that we experience so little of the 
illuminating influence from the heavenly sanctuary. 
Our desires are not in that direction, but mostly 
confined to earthly pursuits, seeking fo! worldly 
things, and neglecting the eternal, 1.m?Iortal. 
Prosperity is blinding the eyes, and decetvmg the 
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soul. God may speak, but the rubbish of earth 
prevents his voice from being heard. 

Our aged father --- has his affections 
upon the things of this earth when they should be 
r~moved, and he !ipening up for Heaven. The 
life that he now hves should he live by faith on 
the Son of God. His affections should be on the 
better land. He should have less and less inter­
~t in the perishable treasures of earth while 
eternal things, which are of the greatest' conse­
quence, should engage the whole man. The days 
of his probation are nearly ended. Oh how little 
time re~ain~ to devote to God. His e~ergies are 
worn, his mmd broken, and at best his services 
must be weak, yet if given heartily and fully 
are wholly acceptable to him. With your age: 
Bro. ---, has come an increase of selfishness 
and a more firm, earnest love for the treasures of 
this poor world. 

Sr. --- loves this world. She is naturally 
~e.lfish. She has suffered much with bodily infirm­
Ities. God has permitted this afiliction to come 
upon Sr.---, and yet would not permit Sa­
tan to take her life. God designed through the 
furnace of affiiction to loosen her grasp upon 
ea~hly treasures. Through suffering alone could 
this be done. Sr. -- is one of that class 
~hose system has been poisoned by drugs. She, 
Ignorantly, has m~de herself what she is, by taking 
drugs; yet God did not suffer her life to be taken. 
H~ has lengthened her years of probation and suf­
fermg that she m_ight become sanctified through 
the truth, be pur1fied, made white and tried and 
through the furnace of affliction lose her dross 

d be . ' ' an come more precious than fine gold, even 
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than the golden wedge of Ophir. I.Jove of the 
world has become so deeply rooted in the hearts 
of this brother and sister that it will require a 
severe trial to remove it. . 

Dear Bro. aqd Sr. ---, you lack devotiOn 
to God. You are insane in regard to worldly 
things. The ":orld has ~wer to conform your 
mind to it while the spmtual and heavenly do 
not bear with sufficient weight to transform the 
mind. 

Men and women in ---, who profess ~ be 
Christ's followers, why do ~ou ~ot follow ~1m? 
Why do you exhibit such msamty to acqmre a 
treasure of earthly gain, which I?isfortune can so 
easily remove, and neglect the nches of Heaven, 
the immortal, imperishable treasure ? , 

I was shown the case of Bro. ------ s 
wife. She bas a desire to do right, but has fail­
ings which cause herself and her friends muc~ 
trouble. She talks too much. She lacks expen­
ence in the things of God, and will be unable to 
stand amid the perils of the last days, unle~s she 
is converted and transformed by the renewmg of 
the mind. 'Heart work is needed. Then ~he 
tongue will be sanctified. There is m~ch talkmg 
which is sinful, and should be avoided. She 
should set a strict watch before the door of her 
lips and keep her tongue as with a bridle, that 
her' words may not work wickedne~s. She shoul~ 
cease talking of others' faults, dwelhng upon ot~~rs 
peculiarities, and discovering oth~rs' mfirmities. 
Such conversation is censurable m any person. 
It is unprofitable and positively sinf~l. .It tends 
only to evil. The enemy knows that If th1s course 
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is pursued by Christ's professed followers it is 
opening a door for him to work. ' 

I saw that when sisters who are given to talk 
get together, Satan is generally present, for he 
finds employment. He stands by to excite the 
mi.nd, and make the most of the advantage he has 
gam~d. He know~ that all this gossip, and tale­
bearmg, and revealmg of secrets, and dissecting 
character, separates the soul from God. It is 
death to spirituality and a calm reliO'ious influence. 
~r. --- sins in her words greatlY. She ought 
m .her wor?~ to have an influence for good. But 
this sad faihng has been indulged in until she does 
not know what she is stating herself. She talks 
fr~quently at random, an.d does not always state 
thmgs correctly. Sometimes her words put a dif­
ferent constr';lction upon . things than they will 
bear .. So~etlmes there IS exaggeration.' Then 
there IS misstatement. There is not an intention 
~ misstate, but the habit has been so long cher­
Ished of much talking, and upon things that are 
unprofitable, that she has become careless and 
reckless in .her words, which destroys any influ­
ence she ~1ght have for good. It is time there 
was an entire reform in this respect. Her soci­
et~ h~s not bee.n prized as it would have been had 
this SI~f~l talkmg not been indulged in. 

Chnstlans should be careful in regard to their 
words. They should never carry unfavorable re­
P.orts ~rom one of their friends to another, espe­
?Ially If they are aware that there is a lack of un­
Ion between their mutual friends. It is cruel to 
hint ~nd insinuate, .as ~hough you knew a great 
deal m regard to this fnend or that acquaintance 
that others are ignorant of. Suoh hints g~ 

farther, and create more unfavorable impressions, 
than to frankly relate the facts in an unexaggerated 
manner. What harm has. not the c~urch . of 
Christ suffered from these thmgs? The mconsist­
ent unguarded course of her members has made 
her' weak as water. Confidence has been betrayed 
by members of t?e same c~ur~h , and yet the 
guilty did not design. to do m1sc?1ef. The lack of 
wisdom in the selectiOn of subjects of conve~­
tion has done much harm. The conversat10~ 
should be upon spiritual and divi.ne. thin~; but. It 
has been otherwise. If the associatiOn w1th Chris­
tian friends is chiefly devoted to the improvement 
of the mind and heart, there will be n? afte: re­
grets and they can look back on the mterviews 
with 'a pleased satisfaction. But if the ~ours .are 
spent in levity and vanity, and th? pre?IOUS tl~e 
has passed off with those who umte w1th you m 
dissecting the lives and characters of others, t~e 
friendly intercourse will prove a channel of evil, 
and your influence will be a savor of death unto 
death. 

I cannot call to mind distinctly all the persons 
in your church shown me ; but I saw that many 
had a great work to perform. There is too much 
talking by nearly all, and too little meditation and 
prayer. With many there is too much selfishness. 
The mind is devoted to self, and not to the ~ood 
of others. Satan has his power upon you m a 
great degree. Yet there are precious lights am~ng 
you and those who are seeking to walk accordmg 
to tbe will of God. The love of the world and 
pride are the great snares which are ~o great a 
hindrance to spirituality and a growth m grace. 

This world is not the Christian's heaven, but 
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merely the workshop of God, where we are to be 
fitted up, to unite with sinless angels, in a holy 
H.eaven. We should be constantly training the 
mmd to noble, unselfish thoughts. This educa­
tion is necessary to bring into exercise the powers 
which God has given us in such a manner as shall 
best glorify his name upon the earth. We are 
accou!ltable for all the noble qualities which God 
has given us, and to put these faculties to a use 
he never designed we should, is showing base in­
gratitude to God. The service of God demands 
the po~ers of our being, and we fail of meeting 
the des~gn ?f God unless we bring to a high state 
of cultiva~wn the powers of our minds, and edu­
ca~e the mmd ~ love a contemplation of heavenly 
thmgs, and brmg out the energies of the soul 
that in exercise it should stren~hen and be en~ 
nobled by right actions, operati~g to 'the ()'lory of 
God. 0 

. The f?mal~s who p~o~ess godliness generally fail 
m the. duectwn of trammg the mind. They leave 
~he mmd uncontrolled, to go where it will. This 
IS a ~eat mistake. Many seem to have no power 
to .thmk. They have not educated the mind to 
thmk; and because they ha:ve ~ot done this, they 
suppose they cannot .. Meditatwn and prayer is 
necessary .i? a ~rowth m grace. Why there is no 
more stabihty, IS because of so little mental cul­
ture, so little reflection. They leave the mind in 
a s~ate of inaction, and lean upon others to do the 
bram work, to plan, and think and remember for 
you, and you will grow more a~d more inefficient. 
Some need to discipline their minds by exercise. 
They should force it to think. While they depend 
upon some one to think for them, and to solve 
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their difficulties, and they refuse to tax the mind 
with thought, the inability ~ reme~ber, to look 
ahead and discriminate, will contmue. Efforts 
must be made by every individual to educate the 

mind. • ld 
I was shown that Bro. --- --- shou 

seek for more spirituality: You do !lot possess 
that calm trust in God which he reqmres you to 
have. You do not train your mind to run in t~e 
channel of spirituality. You talk too much vam, 
unnecessary talk, which injures your own soul, 
and injures your influence. You must encoura.ge 
calmness, and fortitude of mind. You .are easily 
excited and feel strong, and express m strong 
terms your likes and dislikes. Yo~ ne.ed more 
sweet, good religion, to have ~ s~othmg mfluence 
upon you. You have been mvited to learn of 
Christ who was meek and lowly of heart. Pre­
cious lesson ! If well learned, it will tran~form 
the whole life. Lightness and cheap talk, IS all 
injurious to your spiritual advancement. Perfec­
tion of character you should seek after, and let 
your influence tell for God in your words and acts. 
you need to earnestly seek the Lord, and to take 
a deeper draught at the fountain of truth, t?at i~ 
influence may sanctify your life. Your mmd IS 

on the world too much. You should have your 
interest in the better life than this. You have 
no time to lose. Make haste and improve the few 
hours of probation. Your wife has had. to~ much 
pride and selfishness. God has been brmgmg her 
through the furnace of affiiction, to remove these 
spots from her character. She must be. very care­
ful that the fire of affliction does not kmdle upon 
her in vain. It should remove the dross, and 
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bring her nearer to God, making her more spirit­
ual: Her love of the world must die. Love of 
self must be overcome; and her will swallowed up 
in the will of God. 

I was shown that love of the world has to a 
great extent shut Jesus from the church. God 
calls for a c?ange-a surrender of all to him. 
p nless the mmd is ~duca~d to dwell upon relig­
Ious themes, and . IS tramed to be exercised in 
t~ese .things, it :Will be weak and feeble in this 
directiOn. It ~Ill be strong while engaged in 
worldly enterprises, for in this direction it has 
b~en cultivated, and has strengthened with exer­
CISe: Why it is so difficult for men and women 
~ hve relig!ous lives is, because they do not exer­
Cise . the mmd unto godliness. It is trained to 
run m an opposite direction. Unless the mind is 
constantly exercised in obtaining spiritual knowl­
edge., and ~n ~ee~ing to understand the mystery of 
go?hness, It Is ~ncapable of appreciating eternal 
t~ungs, be?a~e It has no experience in that direc­
tiOn: Thi~ IS the reason why religion, by nearly 
all, IS considered up-hill business. 

·when the ~eart is divided, dwelling principally . 
upon the thmgs of the world, but in a small 
degr.ee upon the things of God, there can be no 
spe.mal ad~ancement or increase of strength. That 
:WhiCh cltu~s t~e largest share of the mind, calling 
mto exer~Ise I~s P?wer~, is worldly enterprises; 
therefore m. th1s duectwn there is strength, and 
power to clmm more and more of the interest and 
affections, and there is less and less reserved to 
devo~e to G:od. It is impossible for the soul to 
fl~uriSh whil~ prayer is not a special exercise of the 
mmd. Family or public prayer alone is not suffi-
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cient. Secret prayer is very important, when in 
solitude the soul is laid bare to the inspecting eye 
of God and every motive is scrutinized. Secret 
prayer t' How precious ! .The soul communing 
with God. Secret prayer IS to be heard only by 
the prayer-hearing God. No c.u~ious ear is to 
receive the burden of such petition. In secret 
prayer, the soul is free from surrounding influ­
ence, free from excitement. Calmly, and yet fer­
vently, will it reach out afte~ God. Secr~t prayer 
is frequently perverted, and 1ts sweet designs lost, 
by loud vocal prayer. Instead of the calm, qui~t 
trust and faith in God, the soul drawn out m 
low, humble tones, the voice is raised to a loud 
pitch an excitement is encouraged, and secret 
pray~r lo es its s~ftening, sacred influence. !he~e 
is a storm of feelmg, a storm of words, makmg It 
impossible to discern the still, small voice that 
speaks to the soul while engaged in its secret, 
true, heart-felt devotion. Secret prayer, properly 
carried out, is productive of great good. But 
prayer, thought to be secr~t, which is ~ade public 
to the entire family and neighborhood, IS not secret 
prayer from w?ich ~ivine st~ength is receiv.ed. 
Sweet and abidmg Will be the mfluence emanatmg 
from Him who seeth in secret, whose ear is open 
to answer the prayer arising from the heart. · The 
soul holds communion with God, and gathers to 
itself by calm, simple faith, divine rays of light 
to st;engthen and sustain it to endure the conflicts 
of Satan. God is our tower of strength . . 

Jesus has left us word, " Watch ye therefore ; 
for ye know not when the master of the house 
cometh at even, or at midnight, or at the cock­
crowing, or in the morning; lest coming suddenly 
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he find you sleeping. And what I say unto you 
I say unto all, Watch." We are waitinoo and 
watching ~or the Master's return, who is to \ring 
the ~ormng, lest. coming suddenly he find us 
sleepmg. What time is here referred to? Not 
the revelation of Christ in the clouds of heaven to 
find a people asleep. No; but his return from 
hi~ ministr~tion in the most holy, laying off his 
pnestly attne, and clothing himself with garments 
of ve~gea~ce, when t~e mandate goes forth, " He 
that IS unJust, let him be unjust still· and he 
~hi~h is filthy, let ~im be ~lthy still; a~d he that 
IS ri9hteous, let ~Im be righteous still ; and he 
that Is holy, let him be holy still." 

When Jesus. ceases to plead for man, the cases 
of all are deCided forever. This is the time of 
reckoning with his servants. Those who have neg­
l~cted the prepar~t~on of purity and holiness, fit­
tmg them to be waiting ones to welcome their Lord 
their sun sets in gloom and darkness and rises not 
again. Probation closes. Christ's' intercessions 
cease in Heaven, and it is finally sudden upon all 
and those who have neglected the purifying of 
~heir souls by obeying the truth, are found sleep­
mg. They bec~m~ weary ~f waiting and watching. 
They ~ecame mdifferent m regard to the coming 
?f their Master. They longed not for his appear­
mg, and thought there was no need of such con­
ti~med, . perse!erin~ watching. They had been 
diBa;ppomted m then expectations, and might be 
agam. They concluded there was time enough 
yet to arouse. They would be sure and not lose 
the opportunity of securing an earthly treasure. 
It would be safe to get all of this world they 
could. And in securing this object, they lost all 
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anxiety and interest in the appearing of the Mas­
ter. They became indifferent and careless, as 
though his coming was yet in the distance. While 
their interest was buried up in their worldly gains, 
the work closed in the heavenly sanctuary, and 
they were unprepared. If they had only known 
that the work of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary 
would close so soon, how differently would they 
have conducted ! How earnestly would they have 
watched ! The Master anticipated all this, and 
gave them timely warning in the command to 
watch. He distinctly states the suddenness of 
his coming. He does not measure the time, lest 
we shall neglect a momentary preparation, and in 
our indolence look ahead to the time when we 
think he will come, and defer the preparation. 
" Watch ye therefore ; for ye know not." Yet 
this uncertainty, and the suddenness at last, fore­
told, fails to quicken our watchfulness, and arouse 
us from stupidit.y to earnest wakefulness, for our 
expected Master. Those not found waiting and 
watching, are finally surprised in their unfaithful­
ness. The Master has come, and instead of their 
being ready to open unto him immediately, they 
are locked in a worldly slumber, and are lost at 
last. 

A company was presented before me in contrast 
to the one described. They were waiting and 
watching. Their eyes were directed heavenward, 
and the words of their :Master were upon their 
lips, " What I say unto you, I say unto all, W ate h." 
" Watch ye therefore, for ye know not when the 
master of the house cometh, at even, or at mid­
night or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning; 

' l . " Th lest coming suddenly he find you s eepmg. e 
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Lord intimates a delay before the morning finally 
dawns. He would not have them give way to 
weariness, nor relax their earnest watchfulness, 
because the morning does not open upon them as 
soon as they expected. The waiting ones were 
represented to me as looking upward. They were 
encouraging one another, repeating these words, 
" The first and second watches are past. We are 
in the third watch, waiting and watching for the 
Master's return. There remains but a little period 
of watching now." I saw some becoming weary, 
their eyes were directed downward, and they were 
engrossed with earthly things, and were unfaithful 
in watching. rhey were saying, In the first watch 
we expected our Master, but were disappointed. 
We thought surely he would come in the second 
watch, but that passed, and he came not. We 
may be again disappointed. We need not be so 
particular. He may not come in the following 
watch. We are in the third watch, and now we 
think it best to lay up our treasure on the earth, 
that we may be secure against want. Many were 
sleeping, stupefied with the cares of this life, 
allured, by the deceitfulness of riches, from their 
waiting, watching position. 

Angels were represented to me as looking on 
with intense interest to mark the appearance of 
the yet faithful, wearied watchers, lest they be 
tried too sorely, and sink under the toil and hard­
ships, made doubly severe by their brethren being 
diverted from their watch, and drunken with 
worldly cares, and beguiled by worldly prosperity. 
The heavenly angels grieve that those who were 
once watching should, by their indolence and un­
faithfulness, increase the trial and burdens of those 
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who were trying, with earnestness a!ld per~~ver­
ance, to maintain their waiting, watchmg pos1t10ns. 

I saw that it was impossible to have the affec­
tions and interests engrossed in worldly cares, 
increasing their possessions, laying up treasures 
upon the earth, and yet be in a waiting, watchi~g 
position as our Saviour has commanded. Sa1d 
the angel, " They can secure but one world. In 
order to acquire the heavenly treasure, they must 
sacrifice the earthly. They cannot hav:e both 
worlds." I saw how necessary was a contmuance 
of faithfulness in watching to escape the delusive 
nares of Satan. He leads those who should be 

waiting· and watching, to take one ste~ of a~vance 
toward the world, and they have no mtent10n of 
going further, but that one step has. removed 
them th&t much further from Jesus, whiCh makes 
it easier to take the next, and thus step after step 
of advance' has been made toward the world, unt1l 
a profession, a name only, makes the difference 
between them and the world. They .have ~ost 
their peculiar, holy character, and there 1s nothmg 
to distino-uish them from the lovers of the world 
around them, except their profession. Watch 
after watch I saw, was in the past. Because of 
this should there · be a lack of vigilance? Oh! 
no. ' There is the greater neoessity of unceasing 
watchfulness, for now the moments are fewer than 
before t.he passing of t?~ fir~t watch .. Now the 
period of time for the wa1tmg 1s necessanly shorter 
than at first. If we watched with unabated vig­
ilance then how much more need of double watch­
fulness in the second watch. The passing of the 
second watch has brought us to the third, and 
now it is inexcusable to relax our watching. The 

Test.. 16. 7 
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.third ~tch~llsfor threefold ~arnestnesa. To~ 
come Impatient llow, would be a loss of all our 
earnes~, persevering w.atching .heretofore. The 
long mg~t of gloom is trying, hut the morning is 
defer.red m .mercy, because .if the Master hould 
com~, ~o many would be found uraeady. God{s 
unwillingness to have his people petish, has he.en 
the ~eason of so long delay. But the time of the 
c~mm.g of the morning to the faithful nd 'the 
mght ~ ~he .unfaithful, is right upon' llfi. B_y 
thus wa.Itmg an.d ~tching, .God' .people r.e w 
manif~st their peculiar, separate clw.J:a.mer .from 
worldhngs. .By our watching positions, 1We .a.r.e to 
show how truly w.e are '~Strangers .and pilgrims 
upon the earth. TJ!e ,difference between the }(}v­
ers of the world and those 'Who love Ohmt .is iiO 

plain as to be unmisia.kable. The world rail~ 
nestness, interest, :md .ambition to •ecure' .aar.th)y 
treasure, while God's poople .a.~ .not confru:med to 
the world, bu~ transf~ed, showing J>.y .their 
earnest, watchmg, waiting position that their 
home is not in this world. They ~e aeking 
better country, even an heavenly. 

I hope, my dear brethren and sisters, ynu will 
not pass your eye over these words witho.ut thor­
oughly considering their import. The men of 
Galilee. stood .looking ~teadfastly toward heaven, to 
catch, If poss1ble a ghmpse of their Saviour as he 
ascended. Two men in white apparel stood ~ 
them, who were heavenly angels, commissioned..OO 
comfort them for the loss of the presence of their 
Sav10ur. They inquired, " Y e men of Galilee 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This sam~ 
J.esus, which is taken up from you into Heaven, 

shall so come in like manner a& ye have seen him 
go into heaven." 

God designs· his- people shall fix· their eye& 
heavenward looking for the glorious appearing oP 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. While th& 
attention of worldlings is turned to the various en~ 
~rpri:re , ours should be to the ~eavens, ourf~ith 
reachinO' farther and' fart.her mto the glor10w 
mysteri~s of heavenly treasures, drawing: the pre 
cious, divine rays of light from too hea.'Vonly- sanc­
tuary· to shine in our hea-rts, as it shineth in the" 
fuce ~f Jesus Christ. The scoffers mock the wait­
ing; watehino- ooes, ood inquire, "Wher& is the 
pro~ie& of hi~¥ coming? Y 01t haveo been disap­
pointed. Engage oow with us, and you will p~ 
perirr worfdly things. Get gain., get! money, and 
oo honored of the world." The waiting one& are 
looking- upward and arumer, " We aT6' watching." 
Tirey tmnr from ettrthlrplell'Sll'l'6, ami from W'Ot'ldly 
fulll@': and. from tJheo deeeitfulness of riches, and 
slrow' tltemselves to be watching. In watching 
tl\ey" beootM strong.. They overcome sloth and 
selfishnes&, aoli love of ease. Affliction's fire kin~ 
dles upon them, ood the waiting time· seems long. 
Tliey grieve gometimes, and faith faltere ; but 
they rally again, overcome their f~ars and doubts, 
all'd while their eyes are directed· heavenwa.rd, ~y 
to their ad'Versaries, "I am watching, I am -wait­
ing the return of my Lerd." I will glory in trib­
ulation, in aftli.ction, in necessities." 

The desire or· our Lord is th11t vre sheuhf be so 
wa.tcmng, that whe1t he cometh and knocketh, ~ 
may opoo to him immediately. A blessingis;pro­
nounced upon thos~ senants that he finds vmtch­
ing. " He will gird himself, and make· them. sit 
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down to meat, and will come forth and serve 
them." Who among us in these last days will be 
th.us especially honored by the Master of assem­
blies ? Are we prepared without delay to open to 
him immediately and welcome the Master? Watch 
watch, watch. This watching and waiting, ready; 
all ready to welcome our Lord, has ceased with 
near~y all. We are not ready to open to him im­
mediately. The love of the world has occupied 
our thoughts, and so filled our minds that our 
eyes are turned downward to the earth, but not 
upward. We ar.e hurrying about, · engaged in 
different enterprises, with zeal and earnestness 
~nd God is forgotten, and the heavenly treasur~ 
JS not valued. We are not in a waitin()' watching 
position. The love of the world and the deceit­
fulness of riches eclipses our faith, and we do not 
long for, and love, the appearing of our Saviour. 
We do too much ourselves, to take care of self. 
We are uneasy, distrustful, and greatly lack a 
firm trust in God. Many worry and work and 
contrive and plan, fearing they shall suffer ~eed. 
~h.ey canno~ afford time to pray, or to attend re­
hgwus meetmgs, and, in their care for themselves 
leave no chance for God to care for them. Th~ 
L.ord does not ~o much for them, for they give 

~ him no opportumty. They do too much for them­
selves, and believe and trust too little in God. 

The love of the world is terrible upon the Lord's 
people, whom he has commanded to watch and 
pray. always, lest coming suddenly he find them 
sleepmg. "Love not the world, neither the thing~:~ 
that are in the world; if any man love the world 
the love of the Father is not in him · for all that 
is in the world, the lust of the flesh; and the lust 
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of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Fa­
ther but is of the world. And the world passetb l. 
away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the ) 
will of God abideth forever." l 

I have been shown that God's people who pro-
fess to believe present truth, ~rc not _in ~ wa~ting. 
watching position. They are mcreasmg m nches, 
and laying up their treasures upo~ the earth. 
They are becoming rich in worldly tbt?gs, ~ut not 
rich toward God. They do not beheve m the 
shortness of time. They do not ~elieve that. the 
end of all things is at band. They ~o not beheve 
that Christ is at the door. They Will act out all 
the faith that they really po~sess. ~bey ma.y pro­
fess much faith but deceive theu own souls. 
Their works show the character of their faith. 
Many testify to those arou~d them, by t.beir ~orks, 
that the comin()' of Christ IS not to be m this gen­
eration. Acco~ding to their faith will be their 
works. Their preparations are bein~ made to re­
main in this world. They are addmg house to 
house and land to land and are citizens of this 
world: The condition ' of poor Lazarus feeding 
upon the crumbs from the rich man's tabl~ is p~ef­
erable to these. If they possessed genume fattb, 
instead of increasing their treasures upon the 
earth they would be selling off, freeing themselves 
from the cumbersome things of earth, and trans­
ferring their treasure before t?em to Heave~. 
Then their interest and hearts wtll be where their 
treasure is. The heart of man is where is his 
greatest treasure. The most of those who profess 
to believe the truth testify that that wbic~ they 
value the most is in this world. For this they 
have care, wearing anxiety and labor. To preserve 
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~nd add to their treasure is the study of their 
hves. They have transferred so little to Heaven 
that their interest is not especially exercised in 
that b~tter country. They have taken so littleo 
stock m the. heavenly treasure that their minds 
are not attracted in that direction. Their invest- ' 
ments have been made in the things of this world. 
T~ey have taken large stock in the enterprises of 
this earth, aud these matters involve the interest 
and like the magnet draw down their souls fro~ 
the hea~enly and imperishable to the earthly and 
corruptible. Where your treasure i& there will 
your. h-e~rt be also. Selfishness girds them about 
a& With uon bands .. It is my farm, my goods-, my 
trade, my merchandise. Even the claims: of com­
mon humanity by many are disrewarded. Men 
and women professing to be waiting :nd laving-the 
appearing of th~ir Lord, are shut up to self. The 
noble, the godhke, they have parOOd with. The­
love of the world, the lust of the- flesh the lust of 
the eyes, the pride of life, have so fa;tened up u­
men and women that they are blinded. The:r are 
corrupted by the world, and discern it not. The-y 
talk of love to God, but their fruit~ show- net the 
love they express. They rob him hr tithes amt 
offerings, and the withering cu~ of God is-npon 
them. The trnth has been illumiJHLting their 
~ath~y on every ~ide. God has wrought wonder­
fully m the salvatiOn of souls in their own house­
holds! but where are their offerings, presented to 
God m grateful thanks for all his tokens of :met'Cy 
to them ? Many of them are as unthankful a& the 
brute creation. The sa(lrifi:ce fur man was infinite 
beyond the comprehension of the strongest intel~ 
lect. Yet, men who claim to be partaker& of 

l.OS 

thes.e .heavenly .benefits, wJllch were .brought to 
them with so much cost, are too thoroughly selfish 
to .make any real sacrifice for God. The world, 
.the world, the world, their minds are upon. In 
the forty-ninth psalm, we read, " They that tl'ust 
in their wealth, and boast themselves in the mul­
.tude of their riches; none of them can by any mea.ns 
redeem.his brother ,.nor give to God a ran~om for hi~ 
(for the .redemption of their soul is prec10~s, all;d.1t 
eeaseth .forever.)" If all wo~ld bear ~n mrnd, 
and in a small degree a.ppremate, the Immense 
sacrifice made by Christ, th~y would feel rebuked 
for their fearfulness and theu supreme .se~hness. 
" Our God shall come and shall not keep s1lence ; 
.a.fu:e shall devouT before him, and it shall be very 
tem.Pes.tuous round about him. He shall call to the 
heavens from .above, and to the earth, that he may 
judge his people. Gather my saint-s tog~ther unto 
me · those .that have made a covenant with me b~ 
sa.C:ifice." Because of selfishness, and love of the 
world, God is forgotten, and many have barren­
ness of soul, and cry, My leanness, my leanness. 
God has lent means to his people to prove th~m, 
to rest the depth of their professed love for him. 
Borne would let go of God, and give up their heav­
enly treasure, rather than to decre~e their earthly 
possessions and make .a covenant With God by sao­
rifice. God calls for them to sacrifice ; but tJ;te 
love of the world closes their ears, and they w1ll 
not hear. 

I looked to see who of those who professed. f:<> 
be looking for Christ's coming, posse~sed the spmt 
of sacrificing offerings to God of their abundance. 
I could see a few humble, .poo~ one~, w~o w~re 
stinting themselves, and castmg m their m1te, hke 
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the poot widow. Every such offering is accounted 
of God as precious treasure. But those who are 
acquiring means, and adding to their possessions, 
are far behind. They do comparatively nothing 
to what they might. They are withholding, and 
robbing God. They are fearful they shall come 
to want. They dare not trust God. This is one 
of the reasons, that as a people, we are so sickly, 
and so many are falling into their graves. The 
covetous are among us. The lovers of the world, 
also those who have stinted the laborer in his hire, 
are among us. Men who had none of this world, 
who were poor and dependent on their labor, have 
been dealt with closely and unjustly. The lover 
of the world has, with a hard face, and harder 
heart, paid over the small sum earned by hard 
toil, grudgingly. Just so they are dealing with 
their ~laster, whose servants they profess to be. 
Just in this grudging manner do they put into the 
treasury of God. Like the man in the parable, 
who had not where to bestow his goods, and the 
Lord cut short his unprofitable life, so will he 
deal with many. How difficult, in this corrupt 
age, to keep from growing worldly and selfish. 
How easy to become ungrateful to the Giver of 
all our mercies. Great watchfulness is needed, 
with much prayer, to keep the soul with all dili~ 
gence. " Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye 
know not when the time is." 
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